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GlanceY  asks  why  it’s  always... 
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He  shakes 
the  hands  of 
murderers 
and  then  he 
has  the 
cheek  to 
come  here 
and  smile  at 
P 

They  have 
b 

devastated 
by  murder. 
People  are 
disgusted 
at  this  total 
b 


— Pauline  Gifmour, 
whose  boyfriend 
was  killed  by  IRA 

Bodyguards  try  to  keep  Tony  Blair  away  from  protesters  in  Belfast  He  left  under  police  guard  photograph!  william  cherry 

Blair  jeered  for  Adams  handshake 
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Shake-up 
for  child 
support 


Agency  switch  leads 
Whitehall  revolution 


David  Brindle,  Social 
Services  Co  rrespondent 


m WHITEHALL 
revolution  be- 
gins  today  when 
the  Child  Sup- 
port  Agency  un- 
plans  to 
abandon  routine  work  in 
local  offices  and  offer  a seven- 
days-a-week  telephone 
service. 

Many  of  the  agency’s  3,000 
local-office  staff  will  lose  their 
jobs  if  they  fail  to  transfer  to 
one  of  six  regional  centres, 
where  evening  and  weekend 
working  will  be  required. 

The  dumgps  will  also  in- 
volve Benefits  Agency  - staff 
taking  over  the  job  of  Inter- 
viewing lone  parents  about 
rtiilri  maintenance  — in  their 

homes  — when  they  claim 
social  security.  Welfare 
groups  last  night  voiced  con- 
cern at  the  change. 

Maeve  Sherlock,  director  of 
the  National  Council  for  One- 
Parent  Families,  said:  “Lone 
parents  who  are  potentially  at 
risk  from  an  ex-partner  win 
have  insufficient  time  to  con- 
sider whether  it  is  in  their 
own  and  their  children's  in- 
terest to  pursue  child 
maintenance.” 

The  CSA,  which  has  had  a 
chequered  history  since  it 
was  set  up  in  1993,  is  bracing 
itself  for  a 60  per-cent  in- 
crease in  workload  over  the 
next  four  years  as  it  takes  on 
more  cases.  At  the  same  time, 
it  has  to  follow  other  arms  of 
the  Department  of  Social  Se- 
curity in  cutting  running 
costs  by  a quarter.  The  third 
feet  or  behind  the  plans  is  an 
admission  that  its  U?  million 
"customers'*  are  sometimes 
getting  poor  service. 

Faith  Boardman,  the  CSA’s 
chief  executive,  said:  "We  are 
making  quite  steady  progress 
and  we  feel  stronger  as  an 
organisation.  But  we  are  still 
very  concerned  that  many  of 
our  Individual  customers  are 
not  getting  the  service  they 
would  like  and  we  would  wish 
to  give  them.” 

The  agency  plans  to  trans- 
fer processing  of  maintenance 
cases  from  its  250  local  offices 
to  its  central  units  in  Belfest, 
Birkenhead,  Falkirk,  Dudley, 
Hastings  and  Plymouth. 


John  MuHin 

Inland  Correspondent 


AN  ANGRY  mob 
pushed  and  jostled 
Tony  Blair  as  he  ar- 
rived at  a shopping 
centre  in  Protestant  east  Bel- 
fast minutes  after  his  historic 
meeting  with  Sinn  Fein  at 
Stormont  Castle. 

Mr  Blair  was  forced  to  run 
for  cover  as  more  than  100 
protesters  abused  him  with 
shouts  of  ■traitor”  and  "bas- 
tard”. He  took  refuge  In  a 
bank  and  abandoned  plans  for 
a walkabout 

It  was  the  roughest  ride  Mr 
Blair  had  ever  encountered 
while  meeting  voters.  He  later 
left  hurriedly  under  heavy 


police  guard.  His  bodyguards 
struggled  to  get  him  back  to 
his  car  safely. 

Some  of  the  crowd  waved 
Union  flags  and  wore  rubber 
gloves.  They  were  furious  he 
had  shaken  hands  with  Gerry 
Adams,  president  of  Sinn 
Ffein,  a party  the  Government 
regards  as  inextricably  linked 
to  the  IRA. 

He  was  the  first  British 
prime  minister  to  meet  a Sinn  - 
Fein  leader  since  Lloyd 
George  and  Michael  Collins 
signed  the  Anglo-Irish  Treaty 
in  lQgi  to  formalise  the  parti- 
tion of  Ireland. 

One  man  wore  a clothes  peg 
on  his  nose.  He  rushed  for- 
ward to  Mr  Blair,  shouting 
“scum”  in  his  face. 

One  of  the  protesters. 


Stephen  C3arke,aged  29,.a 
painter,  from  east  Belfest, 
said:  "What  did  he  expect 
coming  here  after  meeting 
Adams?  That  we  would  wel- 
come him  with  open  arms?  It 
is  a disgrace,  and  it  shows  he 
doesn’t  understand  Ulster." 

Pauline  Gflmoor,  32,  whose 
boyfriend  was  shot  dead  by  the 
IRA  10  years  ago.  said:  "He 
shakes  toe  >«*ndg  of  murderers 
and  then  be  has  the  cheek  to 
crane  here  and  smile  at  people. 
They  have  been  devastated  by 
murder.  People  are  disgusted  at 
this  betrayal.” 

Her  boyfriend,  Edward  Gra- 
ham, was  a member  of  the  Ul- 
ster Unionist  Party  and  a law 
lecturer  at  Queen’s  Universi- 
ty. He  was  shot  on  the  steps  of 
the  law  faculty. 


Mr  Blair  had  earlier  met 
the  participating  parties  at 
1 the  all-party  talks  on  Nortb- 
i era  Ireland's  future  at  Castle 
Buildings.  He  spoke  of  his  op- 
timism for  a lasting  political 
settlement 

His  meeting  with  Sinn  Fein 
was  the  last  Like  the  others. 
it  was  behind  closed  doors. 
Mr  Blair  confirmed  he  had 
shaken  hand**  with  the  Sinn 
Fein  delegation.  It  was  led  by 
Mr  Adams.  MP  for  West  Bel- 
fast hud  Martin  McGuinness, 
MP  for  Mid-Ulster. 

*1  greeted  them  In  the  same 
way  as  I would  greet  any 
human  being.  I think  it’s  Im- 
portant that  we  treat  every- 
one as  human  beings. 

“What  matters  is  that 
within  a few  months  we  have 


got  a ceasefire.  We  have  a 
commitment-  to  ilemoefacy 
and  non-violence,  and  now  we 
must  press  on  with  the  task  of 
finding  a settlement” 

Mr  Blair  made  it  dear  to 
Sinn  Ffein  during  a 20-minute 
meeting  that  it  would,  be 
kicked  out  of  the  talks  if  the 
ZRA  ceasefire  broke  down 
?gahv  He  also  emphasised 
that  any  settlement  required 
the  backing  of  a majority  vot- 
ers in  Northern  Ireland. 

Mr  Adams  told  Mr  Blair  be 
wanted  him  to  be  the  last 
British  prime  minister  with 
jurisdiction  over  Northern 
Ireland. 

He  repeatedly  argued  that 
Turn  to  page  3,  column  4 


Student  gets  legal  aid  to  sue  mother  for  tuition  costs 


LawrencePonegan 

A SCOTTISH  student  will 
today  begin  an  unprece- 
dented legal  action 
against  his  mother  in  an  at- 
tempt to  force  her  to  finance 
his  passage  through 
university.  . , _ 

Patrick  Macdonald,  a law 
student  at  Aberdeen  universi- 
ty, has  been  granted  le^l  aid 
to  pursue  his  claim  for  a 
a-month  allowance  frnm  hts 
mother,  Margaret  Macdonald. 

The  case  Is  being  brought 
under  the  Family  Law  Act 
(Scotland),  which  allows  stu- 
dents up  to  the  age  of  25  to  sue 


their  parents  for  alimony  if 
they  refuse  to  pay  the  cost  of 
their  education. 

Mrs  Macdonald,  a solicitor 
at  the  Scottish  Office,  insisted 
she  would  defend  the  action  at 
Edinburgh  sheriff  court  and 
said  the  case  had  caused 
-great  heartache”  to  her  fam- 
ily. she  described  the  decision 
to  grant  her  20-year-old  son 
legal  aid  as  ridiculous.  It  sent 

the  wrong  message  to  students 

up  and  down  the  country: 
-Don’t  bother  to  apply  for  a 
loan  — sue  your  parents  and 
you  Will  get  legal  aid  to  do  it 
It  just  seens  -cock-eyed  that 
the  state  would  fund  students 
to  sue  their  parents.’4 
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Mrs  Macdonald,  who  lives 
in  Edinburgh,  and  her  son 
have  been  estranged  for  five 
years,  since  he  left  to  be  with 
his  unemployed  father,  Hugh. 
She  has  four  other  children, 
including  two  daughters, 
aged  IS  and  22,  who  are  fund- 
ing their  education  with  loans 
and  part-time 'Jobs  on  top  of 
their  student  grants. 

The  court  action  prompted 
a fierce  debate  between  stu- 
dent leaders  and  opposition 
politicians.  Donald  Gorrie, 
Liberal  Democrat  MP  for 
Edinburgh  West,  called  for  a 
change  in  the  law  and  said 
parents  should  not  be  held  lia- 
ble for  the  cost  of  their  grown- 
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up  offspring’s  education.  “An 
18-year-old  can  vote  and  join 
the  army,  so  should  not  be  be- 
holden on  his  parents.”  he 
said.  "The  deal  should  be  be- 
tween the  student  and  the 
state.  If  the  parent  can  con- 
tribute that  is  fine,  but  we  do 
not  think  that  a compulsory 
effect  on  parents  is  sensible.” 

Phil  GUllie,  vice-chairman 
of  toe  Scottish  Conservatives, 
said  it  was  disgraceful  that 
the  taxpayer  should  pay  a 
legal  bill  which  could  outstrip 
the  amount  of  money  in- 
volved in  the  case. 

"We  have  to  look  at  the 
legal  aid  system,”  he  said. 
“This  case  will  cost  the  tax- 
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payer  much  more  by  going 
through  the  legal  aid  system 
than  it  would  through  the  stu- 
dent maintenance.  That  cant 
be  right” 

Today’s  hearing  will  make 
an  interim  decision  on 
whether  Mrs  Macdonald 
should  start  making  payment 
to  her  son,  pending  a full 
hearing  next  year. 

A writ  served  on  the  53- 
year-old  solicitor  states  that 
her  son  receives  a £1,739  stu- 
dent grant  but  has  no  other 
means  to  support  “substan- 
tial outgoings”  which  include 
rent,  food,  text  books, 
stationery  and  travel. 

The  National  Union  of  Stu- 


dents in  Scotland  backed  Mr 
Macdonald's  action  and  said 
the  case  illustrated  the  need 
for  a government  review  of 
higher  education  funding. 

*Tt  Is  unfortunate  that  stu- 
dents have  to  rely  on  their 
parents  but  that  is  the  state  of 
law,”  said  Richard  Baker, 
deputy  president  ofNUS  Scot- 
land. "If  parents  dp  not  pay 
up  then  they  can  expect  such 
cases  to  come  their  way . 

“We  are  campaigning 
against  tuition  fees,  which 
will  only  make  the  situation 
worse  for  students  like  Mr 
Macdonald.” 

Mr  Macdonald  was  not 
available  for  comment. 
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Faith  Boardman,  CSA  chief 
executive:  ‘Still  concerned’ 

Ms  Boardman  said  there 
would  be  a “fairly  large" 
reduction  in  staff  working  in 
local  offices.  Remaining  staff 
will  work  on  trouble-shooting 
and  enforcement  of  mainte- 
nance orders,  particularly  in 
complex  cases  such  as  those 
involving  self-employed  men. 

At  the  central  service  units, 
where  the  great  majority  of 
the  9.000  CSA  staff  will  be 
based,  work  will  be  done 
mainly  by  telephone  and  in- 
creasingly at  times  that  suit 
toe  customer. 

Soane  500  staff  are  already 
working  evening  and  Satur- 
day shifts.  The  agency  is 
recruiting  only  people  pre- 
pared to  work  flexible  hours 
and  alms  soon  to  have  2,000 


doing  so.  Its  next  step  will  be 
Sunday  working. 

Ms  Boardman  acknowl- 
edged that  the  strategy  owed 
much  to  techniques  and  stan- 
dards of  service  being  estab- 
lished by  banks,  insurers  and 
other  companies  which  have 
switched  to  telephone- based 
operation.  “It’s  the  private 
sector  that  is  setting  the  stan- 
dard in  customer  expecta- 
tions. We  do  need  to  respond 
to  that,"  she  said. 

"Information  kiosks  with 
touch-screen  functions  In  the 
high  street  are  certainly  quite 
possible  — and  I think  likely 
— by  the  end  of  the  four-year 
transition  period.” 

The  changes  will  also  in- 
clude cutting  one  in  four  man- 
agement posts  and  moving 
the  CSA’s  headquarters  from 
Dudley,  in  the  West  Midlands, 
to  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 
where  other  DSS  agencies  are 
based.  This  will  fuel  specula- 
tion that  the  CSA  may  lose  its 
independence  as  a result  of  a 
current  government  spending 
review. 

The  agency  will  today 
stress  that  Benefits  Agency 
staff  will  have  proper  training 
for  the  sensitive  job  they  will 
take  over  next  April,  when 
they  start  interviewing  lone 
parents  about  child  mainte- 
nance. All  lone  parents  mak- 
ing fresh  benefit  claims  will 
be  visited  by  benefits  officers 
and  helped  to  complete  CSA 
forms,  including  giving  de- 
tails of  the  child’s  fiather.  The 
forms  will  then  be  sent  to  a 
CSA  centra]  service  unit. 

The  approach  has  been 
tested  in  five  areas  including 
Kirkcaldy,  Fife,  where  the 
number  of  lone  parents  com- 
pleting the  forms  doubled  and 
the  time  taken  was  cut  from 
up  to  three  months,  by  post, 
to  a matter  of  days. 


In  the  first  half  of  1997, 
more  people  chose  the 
Virgin  Growth  PEP*  than 
any  other  PEP  product. 

If  you  want  straight  talking 
we're  Virgin  Direct. 


direct 


0345  900  900 

Open  seven  days  a week  from  Sam  to  iQpm 
'Source:  AUTIf  30  Dec  '96  - 30  June  '57 


Virgin  Direct  Personal  financial  Service  Ltd  b regulated  by  the 
Personal  investment  Authority  The  price  of  tarns  and  any  income 
from  them  can  go  down  as  well  as  up.  You  may  not  get  back  the 
amount  ytw  invest  The  basb  of  tax  may  change.  The  value  of  tax 
benefits  depends  on  how  much  tax  you  pay.  For  your  security,  all 
calls  will  be  recorded  and  randomly  monitored.  The  July  1997 
budget  confirmed  that  the  tax  fee  status  of  PEPs  will  continue 
until  April  1999.  after  which  it  will  be  subject  to  statutory  change. 
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Battle  of  the  breakfast  shows 
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‘It  was 


quite 

manic 


Sleepy . . . Zoe  Ball  reflects  onthe  show 


Awakening . ■ ■ Zoe  comes  to  life 


but  I 
loved  it. 

I will 
never 
be  Chris 
Evans, 
there  is 
only 
one.  I 
do  not 
think  we 
could 
cope 
with 
two’ 
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Hancfca,  ■!«*«  Wltoow 
and  David  Pafltetor 
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Wide-eyed . . . and  raring  to  go  again 


Kamal  Ahmed  on  a 
radio  head-to-head 
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Chris  Evans  arrives  four  minutes  before  going  on  air 


PHOTOGRAPH:  STEFAN  ROUSSEAU 


HE  ARRIVED  on  a 
scooter.  She  arrived  in 
a taxi.  He  was  rude.  She 
was  bubbly.  He  told  risqu6 
jokes.  She  didn’t 
Chris  Evans  and  Zoe  Ball 
went  head-to-head  yesterday 
as  Virgin  Radio  and  Radio  1 
launched  their  battle  for  lis- 
teners to  the  key  breakfast 
programme  sloL 
If  Evans  was  worried  about 
his  return  to  Virgin.  10 
months  after  his  bad-tem- 
pered split  from  Radio  1.  he 
was  not  showing  it  Con- 
cerned Virgin  executives, 
pacing  around  the  station's 
headquarters  in  central  Lon- 
don, had  to  wait  until  four 
minutes  before  the  pro- 
gramme's 7am  start  before 
Evans  arrived. 

“I’ve  always  been  like 
that,”  he  said  afterwards. 
"Plenty  of  time.  Bloody  cold, 
isn’t  it?" 

Ball  was  earlier,  a few  first- 


mo  ming  nerves  bringing  her 
to  Broadcasting  House  more 
than  45  minutes  before  her 
programme  with  anchorman 
Kevin  Greening  began. 

Ball  is  new  to  ail  this,  com- 
ing straight  from  children's 
BBC  after  a failed  stint  on  the 
Big  Breakfast 

Evans,  whose  lexicon  does 
not  include  the  words 
“punches”  and  “pull  your", 
referred  to  their  differences 
in  the  Qrst  minute.  "1  think  1 
have  an  idea  how  to  do  this,” 
he  said. 

By  the  end  Ball  declared 
herself  happy.  "It  was  quite 
, manic  but  1 loved  it  I hope  it 
sounded  good,"  she  said. 

“Obviously  I will  never  he 
Chris  Evans,  there  is  only 
one.  One  is  enough.  I do  not 
think  we  could  cope  with  two. 
I am  me." 

While  Ball,  aged  26.  chose 
her  words  carefully,  Evans, 
aged  31,  was  his  more  usual 


self.  Sitting  in  the  cramped 
studio  with  his  usual  team  of 


Holly  “Hotlips"  Samos, 
Johnny  Revel  and  Dan 
McGrath,  he  blasted  through 
a wide  gamut  of  pet  hates, 
pausing  briefly  to  secure  his 
bright  blue  scarf. 

To  mark  his  split  from 
Radio  1 and  fallout  with  Mat- 
thew Bannister,  the  Control- 
ler of  BBC  Radio,  he  played 
Lou  Rawls’  Groovy  People, 
which  includes  the  lyrics  *T 
don't  like  to  hold  a conversa- 
tion with  somebody  who 
doesn't  know  where  he  wants 
to  go”. 

He  liked  the  song  so  much 
he  played  it  twice. 

After  the  show  he  said: 
“There  is  lots  of  division  at 
that  station.  There  were 
people  there  who  wanted  to 
throw  a spanner  in  the  works, 
people  were  put  in  a very  dif- 
ficult situation  by  the  people 
in  power.” 


His  on-air  thoughts  on  Wil- 
liam Hague  were  similarly 
Evans-Like:  “He  should  de- 
dare  himself  as  a raving  ho- 
mosexual. I'm  not  for  one 
second  saying  that  he  is  but  it 
would  be  good  for  business." 

On  Paul  Robinson,  station 
manager  of  Talk  Radio: 
“What  a liar." 

On  Tony  Banks,  sports  min- 
ister: ‘“He  should  resign." 

While  Ball  and  Greening  had 
the  stunts,  live  telephone  calls 
with  die  England  and  Manches- 
ter United  footballer  Teddy 
Sheringham  and  the  Spice 
Girls,  Evans  had  the  chat 
During  the  first  hour  he 
only  played  five  records,  such 
was  the  amount  be  had  to  get 
off  his  chest  He  invited  one 
woman  who  had  had  breast 
implants  to  have  her  ban- 
dages removed  live  on  the 
show.  He  asked  for  children 
to  send  him  £1  as  a "pay-per- 
listener"  experiment 


He  also  gave  a little  advice. 
Rail,  he  mused,  was  probably 
making  a big  mistake  and 
would  be  held  to  blame  if 
Radio- 1 failed  to  reverse  its 
decline  from  7 million  listen- 
ers td  its  breakfast  show  dur- 
ing Evans  tenure  to  5.3  mil- 
lion now. 

Radio  analysts  are  predict- 
ing that,  given  time,  Evans 
could  overhaul  his  arch  rivals 
at  Radio  L 

Despite  the  Evans  banter, 
which  included  a discussion 
on  whether  “up  the  arse”  was 
a suitable  phrase  for  7.30am 
and  which  member  of  her 
family  would  Holly  most  like 
to  sleep  with.  Richard  Bran- 
son, the  head  of  Virgin,  said 
he  was  happy  with  the  first 
programme. 

"He  appeared  very 
relaxed.”  he  said,  before  dis- 
appearing to  the  Alphabet 
Bar  for  two  magnums  of 
champagne. 


The  Radio  One 
Breakfast  Show 

Weekly  aucfience,  milfona 
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England  football 
fan*  arrested  after 
violence  in  .Rome  at 
the  World  Cup'  quali- 
fier against  Italy  walked  free 
from  prison  last  night,  claim- 
ing that  Italian  police  had 
beaten  and  abused  them. 

Four  supporters  among  the 
21  fans  released  appeared  in 
court  earner  to  the  day  to  ad* 

mit  attacking  police  officers 
before  and  during,  the  game. 
They  claimed  they  had 
been  framed.  . 

Three  of  those  arrested  for 
aaaniting  the  senior  Italian 
officer  who  was  seen  by 'mil- 
lions of  TV  viewers  being  car- 
ried from  the  terraces  on  a 
stretcher  denied  any  involve- 
ment in  the  attack. 

One  of  them,  Fernando 
POartoIlan,  said  he  had  been 
'caught  up  as  the  riot  police 
charged. England  fans  in  the 
south-west  terrace  after  mis- 
siles were  thrown. 

“I  didn't  cause  any  trou- 
ble,*’ he  said.  ‘T  was  trying  to 
watch  die  game  and  the  Ital- 
ians were  throwing  things  at 
us.  Then  toe  English  support- 
ers were  being  pushed  back 
towards  me.  I fell  on  toe  floor 
and  a policeman  hit  me  on  the 
head  and  arrested  me.” 

The  fourth  England  sup- 
porter who  had  appeared  in 
court  in  the  morning  and  ad- 
mitted resisting  arrest  and  al- 
legedly head-butting  an  offi- 
cer on  toe  way  to  the  match, 
described  the  charge  as ^com- 
plete rubbish”. 

Patrick  Brogan  said:  *T  was 
advised  today  to  admit  res- 
ponsibility so  that  I' could  go 
home,  but  it  is  rubbish  — I 
didn’t  head-butt  anyone. 

"I  just  wanted  to  see  toe 
game  and  ended  up  spending 
two  nights  In  prison.  I’Ve 
been  to  lots  of  England  games 
before  and  got  my  tickets 
through  toe  travel  club.  After 
this,  I don’t  want  to  go  to  any 
more.” 

Other  fans  who  were 
released  from  toe  Queen  of 
Heaven  prison  also  com- 
plained Oftheir4reatment  by 
the  Italians. 

Andrew  Elliott,  aged  24,  of 
Bakewefi,  Derbyshire,  said: 
‘They've  basically  accused  us 
an  of  assaulting  police  offi- 
cers and  resisting  arrest,  and 
it’s  a load  of  rubbish. 

“We  got  beaten1  up  and 
called  English  bastards.  I’ve 
got  three  stitches  in  my  head 
where  they  hit  me  and 
bruises  all  over  my  back.” 
Seventeen  fens  were  dealt ; 
with  in  private  by  a judge  in-  i 
side  toe  prison  before  being 
released.  Last  night  seven : 
other  English,  fens  were  still 
In  custody  at  a prison  on  the 
other  side  of  Rome,  where 
sources  said  they  were  un- 
likely to  he  released  before 
this  afternoon  at  the  earliest 
Among  them  was  Paul 
Dodd,  of  Carlisle,  a self-con- 


fessed hooligan, 
mi fiwrf  mtoepasthewangKRy-. 
be  known  as  England's  -«g. . 
her  One  troublemaker. 

. Saturday's  violence  led  to 
the  Government  resurrecting 
proposals  to  confiscate  the  - 
passports  of  known,  football  . 
hooligans  after  ministers  ma,: 
David  MeDor,  toe  head  of  th| 
football  task  force. 

Tony  Banks,  the  .Spotts 
Minister,  who  blames  Italian 
fang  for  starting  toe  violence,:-^ 
was  nevertheless  reported  to 
be  shocked  that  only  nine  , 
known  troublemakers -were 
subject  to  restriction  orda»:. 
forcing  them  to  report  ' to: ' 
police  stations  during  over-  - 
seas  internationals.  . .. 

The  courts  are  said,  to  Tie  - 
reluctant  to  confiscate'  pas&L- 
ports  without  prima  feme  evt-  . 
denoe  that  those  involved  are 
persistent  troublemakers.  -' 

Ministers  agreed  two  other- 
initiatives.  The  embassy  in 
Rome  has  been  asked  to  con- 
tact toe  Italian  government 
and  police  authorities  and  ask 


Ch 


Utters,  page  8 


Zoe  gets  ball  rolling,  Evans  knocks  it  for  six 


Review 


Anne  Karpf 


Breakfast  has  never 
seemed  so  cut-throat  be- 
fore. Whether  you  lis- 
tened to  Radio  1 or  Virgin  yes- 
terday morning,  you  could 
feel  the  gravitational  pull  of 
toe  other  station  over  toe  air- 
waves. It  was  a study  in 
contrasts. 

Radio  1,  making  no  secret  or 
Zoe  Ball's  lack  of  radio  experi- 
ence, decided  instead  to  play  it 
up,  casting  her  in  toe  rote  of 
breathless  ingenue,  while 
over  on  Virgin,  Evans  opened 


archly  with  “I  think  I have  a 
vague  idea  how  to  do  this." 
adding  that  though  he  and  his 
team  were  on  Virgin  Radio, 
they  weren't  radio  virgins. 

Radio  1 was  full  of  babeistn: 
a jingle  about  her  sexy  legs 
here.  Ball  offering  a Hash  of 
her  knickers  there.  Ball  her- 
self sounded  relaxed:  she  gig- 
gled when  required,  in  feet  she 
giggled  much  of  the  time. 

She's  contemporary,  person- 
able and  utterly  unmemora- 
ble.  I defy  anyone  to  remem- 
ber, 10  minutes  after  the  show 
had  ended,  anything  that  was 
said  in  it 

And  what  of  the  chemistry 
with  co-DJ  Kevin  Greening  ? 
There  wasn't  too  much  of  it 
about,  with  Greening  largely 


in  a subsidiary  role,  but  we’re 
clearly  meant  to  get  to  know 
them  better  through  a 
his’n’hers  quiz  in  which  lis- 
teners have  to  guess  who 
owns  which  video  (Trainspot- 
ting his,  Annie  Hall  hers).  In 
fact,  much  of  toe  opening 
show  seemed  his’n’hers,  with 
both  a spot  of  football  (Teddy 
Sheringham  on  the  Rome 
match)  anda  blast  of  Spice 
Girls  (Ginger  and  Mel  C on  the 
Istanbul  concert). 

But  it  all  seemed  tame  com- 
pared with  Evans,  who  over 
on  Virgin  was  rubbishing  not 
only  toe  Spice  Girls  but  also 
his  old  boss  Matthew  Bannis- 
ter. He  needles  Bannister  out 
of  gleeful  malice  but  also  be- 
cause Evans  knows  he  needs 


radio.  His  television  show, 

TFI  Friday,  has  begun  to  look 
tired;  radio  is  toe  only  me- 
dium where  he  can  take  risks. 
(The  one  time  he  overstepped 
the  mark  on  TV.  Channel  A 
insisted  that  from  then  on  the 
show  be  pre-recorded.) 

Evans  hasn’t  yet  realised 
that  he  is  no  longer  broadcast- 
ing to  people  with  salaries 
rather  than  pocket  money  or 
grants.  Yet  yesterday  he 
showed  ample  evidence  of  his 
ability  to  shock:  Inviting  lis- 
teners’ lists  of  drunken  unask- 
able  questions,  he  asked  some 
of  his  own,  including  ‘If  you 
had  to  sleep  with  one  member 
of your  family,  which  would  it 
be?"  (The  complaint  lines  of 
the  Broadcasting  Standards 


Commission  must  still  be 
humming.) 

His  shtick  is  redrawing  the 
boundaries  between  public 
and  private:  on  Wednesday,  a 
woman  who  has  had  a breast 
enlargement  operation  will 
take  her  bandages  off  on  air. 
Supremely  confident,  be  ex- 
temporises in  any  direction, 
as  when  he  suddenly  yester- 
day began  interviewing  the 
Sun  photographer  snapping 
him  in  the  studio. 

Ball  may  have  charm,  while 
Evans  has  a pubescent  desire 
to  shock  but  in  playful  break- 
fast wit  and  risk-taking,  it’s  no 
contest  Since  Grace  Archer 
was  killed  on  the  opening 
night  of  ITV.  there  hasn't  been 
a spoiler  like  it 
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£65bn  merger  deals  spark  City  bonanza 


Executives  at  investment  banks 
set  to  scoop  more  big  bonuses 


Alex  Bru  miner 
Financial  Editor 


THE  London  stock  market 
yesterday  experienced  a 
session  of  extraordinary 
activity  In  which  mergers 
worth  £65£  billion  were  struck 
touching  the  lives  of  most  Brit- 
ish consumers. 

The  deals  engendered  topes 
of  further  mega-mergers  to 
come  and  triggered  a share 
rally  which  sent  the  FTSE  in- 
dex soaring  by  72.8  points  to 
5300.1,  not  for  short  of  the  re- 
cord high  on  October  2. 


“It’s  a bonanza  for  the 
City,"  said  Philip  Healey,  edi- 
tor of  Acqulstions  Monthly, 
which  charts  the  activities  of 
leading  City  firms. 

“We  have  not  seen  any- 
thing yet.  It's  going  to  go  on 
and  on  and  we’ll  all  wish  we 
were  investment  bankers.”  It 
Is  estimated  that  advisory 
fees  for  investment  banks  this 
year  could  reach  £1.4  billion, 
providing  another  year  of  big 
bonuses  for  their  executives. 

The  most  important  deal  to 
advance  was  the  proposed  £25 
billion  merger  between  Guin- 
ness and  Grand  Metropolitan, 


after  a settlement  with  the 
large  French  shareholder 
Bernard  Arnault,  of  Moet 
Hennessy , which  holds  large 
stakes  in  both  companies. 

The  accord  clears  the  way 
for  a deal  that  will  create  a 
branded  goods  group  selling 
everything  from  Burger  King 
cheeseburgers  to  Grand  Met* s 
Smirnoff  vodka  and  Guin- 
ness's Johnnie  Walker  whis- 
ky. The  same  global  liquor 

distribution  network  will  also 
sell  luxury  French  brands 
tike  Moet  Chandon  cham- 
pagne and  Hennessy  cognac. 

However,  the  series  of  deals 
— representing  in  value  some 
10  per  cent  of  Britain's  total 
national  wealth  — reaches  be- 
yond the  branded  goods  indus- 
tries. The  flagship  magazine 


and  information  empire  Reed 
Elsevier,  which  publishes  TV 
Times,  Woman’s  Own  and 
Marie  Clair,  is  to  be  absorbed 
within  a larger  Dutch  group, 
Walters  Klrnver,  as  part  of  the 
wider  process  of  globalisation 
In  the  media. 

In  the  Insurance  Geld,  BAT, 
which  controls  one  of  the  big- 
gest UK  operators.  Eagle  Star, 
and  the  life  company  Allied 
Dunbar,  is  planning  to  pot  its 
financial  interests  together 
with  toe  Swiss  group  Zurich, 
which  is  already  involved  in 
the  British  insurance  and  fond 
management  industries. 

Together,  this  new  Anglo- 
Swiss  company  will  be  worth 
£23  billion,  thrusting  it  into 
the  top  rank  in  Europe. 

On  a smaller  scale,  but 


equally  significant,  Redland, 
one  of  Britain's  premier  ] 
building  material  concerns. 1 
received  a £1.7  billion  offer 
from  a French  rival  Laferge, 
which  it  rejected,  although  it 
was  seen  as  provoking  a take- 
over battle. 

Among  the  beneficiaries 
from  the  proposed  mergers 
will  be  the  International  mer- 
chant bankers  Lazards  — ad- 
viser to  no  fewer  than  five 
companies  involved  in  trans- 
national deals.  The  firm  is 
part  of  a loose  confederation, 
with  offices  in  New  York. 
Paris  and  London,  in  which 
media  group  Pearson  has  a 
stake. 
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for  travel  insurance 

FREEPHONE  0800  121  007 

PAY  BY  INSTALMENTS  INTEREST  FREE 
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BUILDINGS  & CONTENTS  0800  121  004 
REDUNDANCY  & SICKNESS  0800  121  008 
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They've  accused' 
us  of  assaulting 
police  officers  and 
resisting  arrest,  but 
it's  rubbish* 


for  an  explanation  of  the 
events  which  led  to  31  arrests 
and  complaints  from  toe  Brit- 
ish fens  that  they  had  been 
baton-charged  by  police. 

Ministers  are  also  to  speed 
up  a planned  meeting  by  toe 
Football  Association,  toe  For- 
eign Office  and  toe  European 
football  authorities  to  draw 
up  guidelines  for  future 
matches  to  prevent  toe  au- 
thorities having  to  respond 
on  a case-by-case  basis. 

Mr  Mellor,  who  said  he 
regarded  the  actions  of  some 
of  toe  police  as  outrageous, 
said  yesterday:  "The  Govern- 
ment has  got  to  find  a solu- 
tion to  the  problem  so  that  toe 
majority  of  genuine  fens  have 
the  freedom  and  right- to  go 
abroad  without  being  treated 
tike  criminals.”  • 

A hotline  set  up  by  the  FA 
at  their  headquarters  in  Lan- 
caster Gate,  London,  yester- 
day received  more  than  1,000 
calls  from  supporters.  The 
callers  described  unprovoked 
baton  charges  by  police,  Ital- 
ian fens  co-ordinating  toe 
trouble  while  the  police 
looked  on  and  an  absence  of 
stewards  in  the  England 
section. 

FA  spokesman  Steve 
Double  said:  “We  have  had 
lots  of  accounts  of  toe  Italian 
police  doing  nothing  white 
the  Italian  fens  threw  mis- 
siles at  the  England  fens.  As 
soon  as  toe  England  fens  res- 
ponded, it  seems  the  police  at- 
tacked them." 


? r-i 


Britai 


itlafr;.;.-. 

Bdiircs: 


lKiM  t>  v£& 


4 


rv.,Mb*.M . 


J^jii  u*  \£fi 


% 

iar9*$ 


'5t 


l£  - '- 

•Jt  . - 


■<t: 

t 

«£ 


J^uanfian 


Consultants  deny 
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misconduct  charges 


( m left).  James  Wisheart.  Janardan  Dhawnana  and  -Tohn  Roylance 

Child  heart 

surgeons 
‘risked  lives’ 


TWO  consultant  sur- 
geons, who  would 
not  stop  carrying 
out  open  heart  sur- 
gery on  children 
even  though  half  were  dying, 
were  accused  of  serious  pn/ 
fesstonal  misconduct 
yesterday. 

James  Wisheart.  former 
medical  director  of  the  United 
and  Bristol  Healthcare  NHS 
Trust,  and  Janardan  Dtaas- 
mana  are  facing  a General 
Medical  Council  disciplinary 
tribunal  and  could  be  struck 
off  the  register. 

The  trust's  chief  executive. 
John  Roylance.  is  charged 
with  them  for  allegedly  fail- 
ing to  stop  the  surgeons  oper- 
ating even  when  other  profes- 
sional colleagues  made  clear 
their  concerns  about  the 
number  of  children  who  had 
died.  All  three  deny  the 
charges. 

Such  is  the  importance  of 
the  case  that  the  Government 
in  March  ordered  a public  in- 
quiry'. which  will  follow  the 
GMC  bearings. 

Some  parents  are  outraged 
that  the  rules  of  the  GMC.  the 
doctors'  professional  body,  do 
not  allow  it  to  look  at  the  sur- 
gical competence  of  Mr  Wi- 


sheart and  Mr  Dhasmana.  In- 
stead, the  tribunal  will  con- 
fine itself  to  issues  of  judg- 
ment such  as  at  what  point 
the  surgeons  should  have 
realised  their  mortality  rate 
was  way  above  the  national 
average.  They  are  also 
charged  with  failing  to  tell 
parents  the  true  risks  of  put- 
ting a child  in  their  hands  for 
surgery. 

Between  1990  and  1995. 
when  Bristol  was  one  of  the 
Government’s  flagship  NHS 
trusts,  some  medical  proces- 
sionals at  the  Bristol  Royal 
Infirmary  became  increas- 
ingly worried  about  the  num- 
bers of  babies  and  toddlers 
dying  in  theatre  or  shortly 
after  surgery  by  Mr  Wisheart 
and  Mr  Dhasmana. 

Stephen  Bolsin,  an  anaes- 
thetist wrote  to  Dr  Roylance 
in  the  summer  of  1990  about 
his  concerns  and  eventually 
contacted  the.  Department  of 
Health. 

The  matter  came  to  a head 
in  January  1995  when  an  arte- 
rial switch  operation  was 
planned  for  Joshua  Loveday. 
aged  seven  months.  Dr  Bol- 
sin. other  medical  staff  and 
the  Department  of  Health  ad- 
vised against. tt.  Mr  Wisheart 
and  Dr  Roylance  ignored  the 
advice,  it  is  alleged,  and  Mr 
Dhasmana  carried  out  the 


surgery.  Joshua  died  in 
theatre. 

Before  the  GMC  yesterday 
were  lists  detailing  the  chil- 
dren, operations  and  deaths. 
There  were  53  children.  28  of 
whom  died. 

The  charges  against  the  two 
surgeons  relate  to  surgery  to 
repair  boles  in  the  heart  in 
the  case  of  Mr  Wisheart,  and 
arterial  switch,  where  the 
aorta  and  the  pulmonary  ar- 
tery need  to  be  transposed,  in 
thp  of  Mi-  nhfltmana 

Roger  Henderson,  QC, 
opening  the  cwm*  against  the 
three  for  the  GMC,  said  there 
was  a point  when  the  sur- 
geons should  have  stopped  op- 
erating. With  Mr  Wisheart, 
he  suggested,  it  might  have 
come  in  February  1993,  when 
Give  of  the  previous  seven 
children  he  had  operated  on 
had  died. 

But  he  carried  on  and  four 
more  children  died  — one  un- 
named in  May  1993;  followed 
by  Harvie  Shopland,  aged 
one.  in  August  1993;  Matthew 
Randle,  aged  10  months,  in 
April  1994;  and  Hanna  Silcox, 
aged  nine  months,  in  August 
1994. 

Mr  Wisheart  should  have 
been  aware  of  national  aver- 
ages contained  in  the  Cardiac 
Register,  said  Mr  Henderson. 
In  1991,  eight  died  In  81  opera- 
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James  Wisheart  performing  heart  surgery  on  a baby  at  Bristol  Royal  Infirmary.  He  and  Janardan  Dhasmana  could  be  struck  off  the  register 


tions  of  this  sort  a mortality 
rate  of  9.9  per  cent  Under  the 
age  of  one,  the  mortality  rate 
was  higher,  at  16.7  per  cent 
giving  a combined  total  of  14 
per  cent  And  mortality  rates 
were  dropping. 

By  the  time  Harvie  Sho- 
pland died.  Mr  Wlshearfs 
rate  was  worse  than  one  in 
two.  With  the  death  of  Mat- 
thew Rundle  it  went  up~to  57 


per  cent  and  with  Hannah  83.- 
cax  it  reached  60  per  cent 
Mr  Henderson  told  the 
panel  that  Mr  Wisheart’s 
state  of  mind  was  important 
The  surgeon  was  surprised 
when  bis  colleagues  raised 
the  issue  of  his  high  death 
rate.  “Mr  Wisheart  seems  to 
have  beguiled  himself  into  be- 
lieving his  results  were  better 
than  they  were." 


According  to  Mrs  Rundle, 
Matthew's  mother,  he  had 
told  her  the  baby's  chances  of 
a successful  recovery  were  90 
per  cent  Mrs  Silcox  claims  he 
said  Hannah's  chances  were 
one  in  five.  The  SHcoxes  were 
“greatly  reassured  and  he 
seemed  very  confident.” 
Their  child  died  in  theatre.  - . 

The  Bristol  Royal  Infirmary 
started  arterial  switch  opera- 


tions later  than  some  centres, 
Mr  Henderson  told  the 
tribunal. 

Mr  Dhasmana  began  oper- 
ating on  babies,  under  28  days 
old,  in  January  1992.  “The 
first  five  neonates  all  very 
sadly  died.”  said  Mr  Hender- 
son- The  sixth  lived,  but  out 
of  a total  of  13  operations  nine 
died. 

Mr  Dhasmana  stopped  such 


operations  himself  alter  the 
last  death,  in  October  1993. 
His  next  operation,  on  15- 
month-old  Emily  Jackson, 
was  a success,  but  the  next 
three  — the  last  three  — 
ended  in  the  deaths  of  Ryan 
Walker,  aged  15  months,  Max 
Johnson,  seven  months,  and 
Joshua  Loveday. 

The  hearings  continue 
tomorrow. 
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Britain  will  easily  meet 
euro  terms,  says  Brown 


Martin  Walker 
In  Luxembourg 
and  Ewen  MacAskill 


BRITAIN  edged  closer  to 
joining  the  European 
single  currency  yester- 
day when  the  Chancellor, 
Gordon  Brown,  released  fig- 
ures showing  it  will  easily 
meet  entry  criteria. 

Although  Mr  Brown  pub- 
licly maintained  a wait-and- 
see  approach,  in  private  the 
Government  is  shifting  in 
flavour  of  the  single  currency. 

The  Chancellor,  releasing 
Britain’s  “convergence  state- 
ment", claimed  the  country 
would  easily  qualify  For  the 
euro,  although  “it  is  very  un- 
likely we  would  join  in  the 
first  wave.  There  will  be  for- 
midable obstacles." 

While  entry  in  1999  is  all 
but  ruled  out.  Tony  Blair  may 
opt  to  go  in  soon  afterwards. 
Downing  Street  refused  to 
deny  yesterday  that  the 
Prime  Minister  would  make  a 
statement  clarifying  the  posi- 
tion at  a Luxembourg  jobs 
summit  next  month. 

Peter  Lilley.  the  shadow 
chancellor,  commented;  “Be- 
fore the  election,  Tony  Blau- 


said  he  loved  the  pound  and 
that  he  feels  emotional  when 
he  sees  the  Queen’s  head  on  a 
£10  note.  Now  it  is  dear  his 
word  is  worth  about  as  much 
as  a £9  note.”  Mr  Lilley  said. 

Mr  Brown,  proclaiming  the 
strength  of  the  British  econo- 
my, said:  “In  or  out  of  mone- 
tary union,  the  UK  has  set  in 
place  in  the  course  of  the  last 
few  months  the  foundations 
for  a period  of  sustainable 
and  long-term  growth  and  the 
ability  to  create  jobs.” 

He  also  presented  Britain's 
own  employment  action  plan, 
based  on  "job  creating  flexi- 
bility . . - helping  people  from 
welfare  into  work . . . and  im- 
proving the  workings  of  mar- 
kets”. Britain  wanted  to  cre- 
ate “a  third  way,  between 
rampant  free-market  econom- 
ics and  stifling  over-regula- 
tion, combining  economic 
German  efficiency  and  social 
inclusion”,  he  said. 

Mr  Brawn’s  remarks  fore- 
shadowed the  Government's 
intention  to  make  its  presi- 
dency of  the  European  Coun- 
cil next  year  focus  an  job  cre- 
ation, deregulation  and  the 
streamlining  of  the  single 
market. 

But  this  could  be  upset  by  a 


looming  row  with  Germany 
over  its  European  Union  bud- 
get payments.  Bonn  has 
served  notice  that  it  will  not 
continue  to  provide  about 
two-thirds  of  the  net  pay- 
ments to  the  EU  budget. 

With  strong  support  from 
the  Netherlands,  which  pays 
out  double  what  it  receives 
from  the  EU,  the  German  fi- 
nance minister.  TbeoWaigel, 
demanded  "an  equitable 
restructuring  of  the  European 
budget",  during  a meeting  of 
ffie  European  economic  and 
finance  committee  yesterday. 

But  other  members  states 
tried  to  play  down  the  issue, 
with  backing  from  (be  Euro- 
pean Commission,  even 
though  the  costs  of  bringing 
in  new  members  from  central 
and  eastern  Europe  mean  a 
budgetary  confrontation  can- 
not be  long  delayed. 

“We  will  not  act  like  Mrs 
Thatcher  — Helmut  Kohl 
does  not  have  a handbag,"  a 
German  official  said.  “But 
the  current  situation  is  not 
fair  to  Germany  and  must  be 
addressed  in  the  context  of 
Agenda  2000”  — the  EU’s 
long-range  economic  plan. 
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Blair  jeered 
and  jostled 
after  Adams 
handshake 


Irish  unity  was  the  only  solution. 
It  had  been  a positive  meeting, 
he  said. 

Mr  Blair  now  faces  the  prob- 
lems of  deciding  when  to  meet 
Mr  Adams  in  front  of  cameras 
and  when  to  invite  Sinn  Fein  to 
Downing  Street 

Mr  Adams  said:  “I  think  we 
are  dealing  with  a man  who  cer- 
tainly recognises  this  is  a histor- 
ic opportunity.  He  also  recog- 
nises that  there  has  to  be 
change.'* 

David  Trimble,  leader  ot  the 
Ulster  Unionists,  shrugged  off 
the  handshake.  “We  feel  ft  is 
rather  sad  that  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter thinks  it  is  necessary.  But  he 
will  be  taking  the  opportunity  to 
underline  to  Sinn  Fein  that  these 
talks  are  based  on  peaceful 
means  and  the  democratic 
process." 

John.  Hume,  leader  of  the  na- 
tionalist SDLP,  said:  “By  coming 
here  today,  the  Prime  Minister  is 
demonstrating  how  high  on  his 
agenda  this  Is.  His  visit  strength- 
ens the  will  of  the  people  for 
fasting  peace  and  puts  pressure 
on  the  parties  to  achieve  that.” 
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John  Denver  dies  in  plane  crash 


Joanna  Coles  In  Hew  York 


JOHN  DENVER,  master  of 
melodic  folk-pop  and  best 
known  tor  Annie’s  Song, 
flie  tribute  to  his  first  wife, 
died  on  Sunday  when  the  light 
plane  he  was  piloting  crashed 
into  Monterey  Bay.  California, 
officials  said  yesterday- 
witnesses  said  the  plane 
“sort  of  went  up  a little  bit” 
then  "absolutely  straight 
down.  Not  spiraling,  just  ab- 
solutely straight  down”. 

A coast  guard  said  the  air- 
craft broke  Into  pieces  when  it 
hit  the  water.  The  two-seater 
fibreglass  plane,  with  a propel- 
ler at  the  rear,  was  considered 
an  experimental  mwipi. 

Officials  said  the  body  was 
“unrecognisable”,  but  Monte- 
rey County  sheriff  Norm 
Hicks  said  it  was  Identified  by 
Denver’s  fingerprints. 

Despite  his  wholesome 
image  as  a gentle  ageing  hip- 
pie who  championed  green 
issues,  the  singer,  aged  53, 
whose  real  name  was  Henry 
John  Deotschendorf,  bad 
twice  been  arrested  for 
drunk-driving  recently  and 
was  thought  to  have  had  a 
turbulent  personal  life.  After 
17  years  of  marriage  and  two 
children,  he  divorced  his 
early  muse,  Ann  Marie  Mar- 
ten, in  1983.  Five  years  later 


Denver:  lovely,  gentle  man’ 
but  turbulent  private  life 

he  married  again,  but  the  cou- 
ple separated  in  1991. 

The  best-selling  pop  singer 
of  1974.  with  a string  of  eight 
platinum  and  14  gold  LPs  and 
a greatest  hits  album  that 
remains  one  of  RCA's  best 
sellers,  he  had  recently  been 
performing  before  audiences 
numbering  no  more  than  45. 

Jeanine  . Thomlison,  a 
spokeswoman  for  the  Wind- 
star  Foundation,  an  environ- 
mental charity  in  which  the 
singer  was  involved,  said  he 
was  a “lovely, -gentle  man.  I 
will  miss  his  incredible,  clear 


beautiful  voice,  not  just  sing- 
ing but  speaking  voice.”  The 
star  was  also  involved  in  The 
Hunger  Project,  Save  the 
Children,  and  started  his  own 
charity  to  plant  trees. 

His  former  manager,  Tim 
Mooney,  said  Denver  often 
had  difficulty  expressing  him- 
self in  speech  “but  he  knew 
he  could  deliver  with  a guitar 
and  his  voice”. 

Singing  of  fresh  air,  moun- 
tains and  his  wife,  Denver 
was  always  an  unlikely  pop 
icon,  especially  alongside  the 
Beatles  and  Elvis,  who  were 
experimenting  with  drugs 
and  rock  and  roll  But  his 
ascent  was  rapid.  Chosen 
from  250  other  hopefuls  in  the 
mid-1960s  to  lead  the  Chad 
Mitchell  Trio,  he  left  shortly 
afterwards  to  pursue  a solo 
career.  He  struck  gold  in  1969 
when  his  Leaving  on  a Jet 
Plane  became  a huge  hit  for 
Peter,  Paul  and  Mary. 

He  foDowed  up  with  a rep- 
ertoire including  Take  Me 
Home  Country  Roads  and 
Thank  God  I'm  a Country 
Boy,  which  were  to  give  him 
worldwide  appeaL 

Except  in  Colorado,  the 
state  which  inspired  his  stage- 
name.  Residents  there  accused 
him  of  turning  the  place  into  a 
tourist  trap  and  issued 
bumper  stickers  demanding 
“John  Denver  Go  Home”. 


Air  victims 


JOHN  DENVER  is  the  lat- 
est musician  to  be  killed 
in  an  air  accident. 

□ Stevie  Ray  Vaughan,  gui- 
tarist with  Eric  Clapton, 
killed  in  helicopter  crash 
after  1990  concert. 

□ Rick  Nelson,  pop  and 
country  singer,  killed  on 
way  to  Dallas  gig  in  1985. 

□ Lynyrd  Skynyrd  lead 
singer  Ronnie  Van  Zant, 
guitarist  Steve  Gaines  and 
vocalist  Cassie  Gaines  died 
in  1977  crash. 

□ Soul  singer  Otis  Red- 
ding’s body  found  in  Wis- 
consin lake  after  crash  in 
1967. 

O Country  star  Jim  Reeves 
died  in  storm  near  Nash- 
ville in  1964. 

□ Patsy  Cline,  country 
singer,  died  in  1963  crash. 

□ Buddy  Holly  died  in  Iowa 
crash  in  1959. 

□ Glenn  Miller  disap- 
peared during  flight  to 
France  in  1944. 
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4 BRITAIN 


Terminally 
ill  woman  in 
(no  distress’ 
death  plea 


Cfaro  Dyer 

Legal  Correspondent 


THE  first  terminally  ill 
patient  in  Britain  to 
go  to  court  to  seek  the 
right  to  a peaceful  and 
painless  death  will  take  her 
case  to  the  High  Court  In  Lon- 
don today. 

Annie  Lindsell,  who  has 
motor  neurone  disease,  will 
ask  the  court  to  declare  that 
her  GP  would  not  be  acting 
unlawfully  in  giving  her  what 
may  prove  to  be  a lethal  dose 
of  a pain-killing  drug. 

Ms  Llndsell's  case  will 
make  history  as  the  first  to 
involve  a patient  who  is  men- 
tally aware  and  therefore  able 
to  ask  for  the  treatment  she 
wants  at  the  end  of  her  life. 

The  Issue  is  seen  as  so  im- 
portant that  Sir  Stephen 
Brown,  president  of  the  High 
Court's  family  division,  who 
will  hear  it,  has  asked  for  the 
Official  Solicitor  to  be  repre- 
sented, and  requested  the  At- 
torney General  to  intervene. 

The  Attorney  General  will 
be  represented  by  Presiley 
Baxendale  QC.  who  was  coun- 
sel to  Sir  Richard  Scott’s 
arms  to  Iraq  inquiry,  and  a 
barrister  specialising  In  crim- 
inal law. 

There  is  nothing  to  stop  Ms 
Lindsell  committing  suicide 
now,  but  she  wants  to  live  as 
long  as  her  quality  of  life  is 
good  enough. 

The  prognosis  is  gradual 
paralyis,  with  death  usually 
coming  by  suffocation  as  the 
chest  muscles  £aiL  Ms  Lind- 
sell has  a horror  or  being  un- 
able to  speak  or  swallow  once 
her  throat  muscles  go,  but  by 
then  she  would  be  unable  to 
unscrew  a bottle  of  pills. 

She  said  In  an  interview 
last  yean  “The  thought  of 
being  strapped  in  a chair  all 
day  in  a neck  brace,  unable  to 
cope  with  any  personal  needs 
and  unable  to  communicate, 
is  not  an  attractive  one.” 

Her  case  hinges  on  the  so- 
called  doctrine  of  double  ef- 
fect whereby  doctors  may  le- 
gally administer  potentially 
lethal  doses  of  medication  as 
long  as  the  Intention  is  to 
relieve  pain  or  distress.  If  the 
intention  is  to  kill  the  patient 


the  doctor  could  be  charged 
with  murder. 

Ms  Llndsell’s  QC,  Lord  Les- 
ter, is  seeking  a declaration 
that  she  has  a right  to  the  pal- 
liative care  she  wants,  includ- 
ing the  right  to  avoid  going 
into  the  advanced  stage  of  the 
disease  unassisted.  The  case 
is  an  attempt  to  clarify  the  po- 
sition of  the  doctor  who  wants 
to  give  a patient  the  treat- 
ment she  asks  for  on  humani- 
tarian grounds  but  feces  a 
murder  charge  for  doing  so. 

The  disease  was  diagnosed 
In  Ms  Lindsell.  aged  47.  In 
1992.  Looked  after  by  a male 
friend  and  by  her  partner  of 
19  years.  Ron  Hicks,  at  their 
home  in  Teddington,  south- 
west London,  she  has  already 
outlasted  the  average  sur- 
vival period  of  three  years. 

She  had  just  started  her 
own  business  as  a manage- 
ment training  consultant 
when  she  learned  she  bad  the 
disease. 

Her  GP.  Simon  Holmes,  Is 
supported  by  the  Medical  Pro- 
tection Society.  A spokesman 
for  the  society  said:  “The  doc- 
tor has  been  named  as  a de- 
fendant. We’re  providing  rep- 
resentation for  him.  We’re 
facilitating  a process  where 
the  law  can  be  clarified. 

“The  doctor’s  view  is  that 
he  will  wish  to  promote  the 
best  interests  of  his  patient 
It’s  up  to  the  court  to  say 
whether  they  can  clarify  the 
position  any  further.” 


Annie  Lindsell  . . . wants 
lethal  injection  on  request 
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Former  England  under-21  player  goes  to  court 

Crippled  soccer  star  claims  £1 .5m 
for  tackle  which  ‘ended  his  career’ 


Martin  Wabnntght 


A SERIES  of  tackles  were 
demonstrated  in  the 
High  Court  yesterday 
by  an  injured  footballer  who 
is  claiming  £1.5  million  for 
his  ruined  career. 

Ian  Knight  a rising  Shef- 
field Wednesday  star  until  a 
crunching  challenge  broke 
bis  leg  in  seven  places  and 
forced  his  shinbone  through 
his  sock,  used  a junior  barris- 
ter to  demonstrate  how  the 
tragedy  could  have  been 
avoided. 

He  accused  his  tackier, 
striker  Gary  Bennett  who  is 
defending  the  negligence 
action  with  his  club  Chester 
City,  of  reckless  behaviour  in 
an  FA  Cup  fourth  round 
replay  10  years  ago. 

The  action,  unusually  sanc- 
tioned by  the  High  Court  after 
such  a long  delay  because 
Match  of  the  Day  film  of  the 
incident  survives,  is  the  big- 
gest football  claim  to  date, 
threatening  big  insurance 
and  rule-changing  problems 
for  the  game. 

Colin  Mackay  QC,  counsel 
for  Knight,  told  the  court  in 
Sheffield  that  the  footballer, 
now  30  and  finished  as  a 
player  after  three  further 
breaks  of  the  same  leg,  had 
“the  world  at  his  feet*’  until 
the  tackle,  minutes  after  the 
start  of  the  Cup  tie.  He  was 
about  to  get  his  third  cap  for 
England  under-21s  and  was 
hotly  tipped  for  the  Interna- 
tional success  since  won  by 
his  contemporaries  Tony  Ad- 
ams and  Des  Walker. 

But  the  court,  including  a 
roll-call  of  famous  players 
such  as  England's  1966  World 
Cup  star  Geoff  Hurst  and  for- 
mer Wednesday  veteran  Don 
Megson.  heard  that  Bennett’s 
“over  the  ball”  tackle  ended 
those  dreams. 

Mr  Mackay  said:  “Profes- 
sional football  was  Ian 


[an  Knight  arrives  for  the  start  of  his  £1 .5  million  damages 
claim  against  Gary  Bennett  photograph,  stuart  Hastings 


Knight's  life.  That  part  of  his 
life  came  to  an  end  effectively 
that  night." 

Technical  evidence  on  Pre- 
mier League  skills  was  ac- 
companied by  slow-motion  re- 
runs of  BBC  Sportsnlght  film, 
and  a further  demonstration 
on  the  courtroom  floor. 
Wednesday's  manager  at  the 
time,  Howard  Wilkinson,  now 
technical  adviser  to  the  FA, 
lay  in  front  of  the  witness  box 
to  show  how  he  thought  the 
tackle  should  have  been 
made. 

"I  am  not  insinuating  that 
Gary  Bennett  intended  to  in- 
jure Ian  Knight,”  said  Mr  Wil- 


kinson. But  there  had  been  a 
deliberate  decision  to  go  for  a 
jumping,  over  the  top  type  of 
tackle,  which  merited  a send- 
ing off  rather  than  Bennett’s 
booking  for  ungentlemanly 
conduct 

Mr  Mackay  said  the  hear- 
ing, expected  to  last  all  week, 
would  be  told  by  Wednesday's 
then  physiotherapist.  Alan 
Smith,  that  the  challenge  was 
“possibly  the  worst  ever  seen 
in  English  professional 
football”. 

He  said;  “The  shin  bone 
was  forced  out  through  the 
skin  and  muscle,  indeed 
through  his  sock.”  Knight 


told  the  hearing:  “It  was  ag- 
ony. I grabbed  my  leg  and  It 
was  very  loose.  If  you  got  a 
pound  of  liver  it  was  that 
loose.” 

Sportsnight  commentator 
Tony  Gubba  was  also  in  court 
to  hear  the  video  broadcast  of 
his  own  shocked  description 

at  the  rimty  "J  think  Tan 

Knight  has  a problem.  It  was 
a fearsome  tackle.” 

Edwin  Glasgow  Q.C,  for 
Bennett,  who  now  plays  for 
Preston  North.  End,  said 

Knight  had  mada  an  imUSUal 

“hop,  skip  and  jump"  just  be- 
fore the  collision.  Cross-exam- 
ining. he  told  Knight  “You 
took  a risk  to  make  contact 
with  the  ball  — sticking  your 
leg  right  out  into  the  path  of  a 
player  who  was  running 
towards  you  at  speed." 

Knight  agreed  he  bad  taken 
the  view  that  “it’s  a hard 
game  and  this  could  happen 
to  anyone”.  But  he  added:  “I 
didn’t  realise  at  feat  time  that 
my  career  was  going  to  end  as 
a result  The  doctors  thought 
there  was  no  reason  why  I 
shouldn't  go  back.” 

He  never  regained  his  form 
and  was  transferred  to 
Grimsby  Town  where  he  is 
now  a coach  after  breaking 
his  ankle  when  stepping 
clumsily  off  a kerb. 

Football  dubs  are  alarmed 
about  the  case,  after  Brian 
McCord  of  Stockport  County 
this  year  became  the  first  pro- 
fessional player  to  be 
awarded  damages  against 
colleague  alter  an  on-pitch  in- 
cident. He  was  awarded 
£250.000  for  a tackle  by  John 
Comforth  of  Swansea  City 
which  ended  his  career. 
Swansea  is  appealing  against 
the  verdict 
A £1  million  claim  in  1994 
by  Chelsea  defender  Paul  El- 
liott against  Welsh  interna- 
tional Dean  Saunders  and 
Liverpool  FC  was  thrown  out 
in  the  High  Court  In  London 
by  Mr  Justice  Drake. 


C of  E ‘must  adapt  and  innovate’ 


AlexBoUos 


THE  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, George  Carey, 
said  yesterday  that  the 
public's  reaction  to  the  death 
of  Diana,  Princess  of  Wales 
proved  that  Britain  remained 
deeply  spiritual  despite  the 
decline  in  the  number  of 
churchgoers. 

The  challenge  to  the 
Church  of  England  was  to 
“adapt  and  Innovate”  to  har- 
ness this  faith,  he  said  last 
night  during  the  a keynote 
lecture  in  Ashby-de-la-Zoucb. 
Leicestershire. 

Dr  Carey,  who  comes  from 


the  less  traditional  wing  of 
the  Church,  said  many  Angli- 
can services  had  a "prolonged 
wordiness"  and  — in  a simi- 
lar way  to  Elton  John's  song 
at  Diana’s  funeral  — could  be 
made  more  relevant  to  the 
modern  world. 

He  said:  "I  discern  a con- 
tinuing deep  respect  for  the 
churches  wben  the  faith  is 
practised  with  sincerity; 
something  of  which  we  saw  in 
the  humbling,  astonishing 
reaction  to  the  death  of  Di- 
ana. Princess  of  Wales. 

“Of  course,  flowers,  mes- 
sages and  the  spontaneous 
outpouring  of  grief  do  not  by 
themselves  indicate  an  im- 


plicit spirituality.  But  it  was 
noticeable  how  many  make- 
shift shrines  appeared.  And 
as  well  as  the  flowers  piling 
up  outside  Buckingham  Pal- 
ace and  St  James’s  Palace, 
they  were  taken  in  vast  quan- 
tities to  our  cathedrals  and 
parish  churches." 

He  added  that  the  Church 
needed  to  learn  lessons  Grom 
this  as  Britain  approached 
2000.  “If  I am  right  in  painting 
a picture  not  antagonistic  to 
any  faith  but  in  many  cases 
distant  from  the  claims  of  or- 
ganised religion,  what  does 
this  have  to  say  about  the 
'way  ahead'  in  mission  as  we 
enter  this  new  millennium?” 


He  went  on  to  praise  the 
way  Churches  all  over  the 
country  had  reacted  to  the 
death.  “The  funeral  service . . . 
had  all  the  dignity  and  beauty 
that  we  associate  with  West- 
minster Abbey,  but  the  dean 
also  had  the  courage  to  listen 
to  what  people  were  longing 
for  In  the  midst  of  their  shock, 
grief  and  pain.  Elton  John  in  a 
cathedral  funeral  service 
seemed,  before  the  event,  an 
extraordinary  element.  All 
credit  to  the  approach  which 
can  embody  such  an  element 
where  it  felt  natural  and 
where  it  evoked  such  emo- 
tions In  a way  that  nothing 
else  could  have  done.” 


Shock  artist  faces  shock  tactics 


Five  fined  for  ‘performance  art’ 
demo  at  Damien  Hirst  restaurant 


Dan  QJaistor 
Arte  Correspondent 


IT  MIGHT  have  been  a 
piece  of  performance  art. 
The  setting:  Quo  Vadis, 
the  central  London  restau- 
rant-come-art  palace  of  the 
beautiful  people  — joint 
proprietors,  shock  artist 
Damien  Hirst  and  shock 
chef  Marco  Pierre- White. 


The  cast:  five  animal 
rights  protesters,  some 
hooded,  some  with  their 
faces  covered  by  scarves: 
various  waiters,  assorted 
sharp-suited  diners.  Props: 
animal  parts  in  formalde- 
hyde; black  rubbish  bags; 
mobile  phones. 

However,  the  drama  that 
erupted  at  Quo  Vadis  in 
January  was  not  a piece  of 
confrontational  art,  but 


rather  a demonstration 
against  what  one  protester 
termed  “the  disgusting  use 
of  animals  as  so-called 
works  of  art”. 

The  action  resulted  In 
mayhem,  Guildhall  crown 
court  was  told  yesterday. 
The  protesters  threw  stink- 
ing rubbish  around  the  res- 
taurant, broke  a vase,  and 
kicked  a painting.  Al- 
though the  two  skinned 
bull's  heads  floating  in 
formaldehyde  escaped  un- 
harmed. the  damage 
amounted  to  £370.  A bar- 
gain in  a restaurant  where 


a starter  can  cost  £250. 

The  five  protesters,  who 
received  fines  ranging  from 
£100  to  £200.  were  unrepen- 
tant following  the  hearing. 
One.  Neil  Hanson,  aged  30, 
said:  “We  make  no  apology 
for  what  we  did.  Killing  an- 
imals, pickling  them  and 
exhibiting  them  as  art  is 
completely  unacceptable  to 
any  right-minded  person 
and  we  will  continue  cam- 
paigning until  he  stops 
abusing  animals.” 

Paul  Gravette,  35, 
pledged  to  continue  the 
campaign. 


‘wasted’ on 
paperwork 


John  Carvel 
Education  Editor 


Teachers  may  take 
industrial  action  next 
summer  unless  the 
Government  moves 
quickly  to  reduce  their  ad- 
ministrative overload,  Nigel 
de  Gruchy,  leader  of  the 
National  Association  of 
Schoolmasters  Union  of 
Women  Teachers,  said 
yesterday. 

He  published  a survey  of  its 
12,000  members  reporting 
that  they  spent  at  least  10 
hours  a week  on  non-teaching 
tasks  which  they  thought 
largely  a waste  of  time. 

Although  the  Government 
was  promising  to  cot  unnec- 
essary paperwork,  it  was 
loading  the  profession  with 
initiatives  which  would  in- 
crease the  burden.  Ministers 
set  targets  for  every  school, 
and  head  teachers  wanted 
regular  reports  on  each  child 
to  ensure  they  were  met 
The  pressure  to  measure 
performance  was  reaching  lu- 
dicrous proportions,  Mr  de 
Gruchy  said.  He  cited  an  un- 
named school  where  teachers 
were  required  to  write 
reports  on  children  every  two 
weeks  in  every  subject 
“They  have  to  describe 
what  each  child  is  going  to 
achieve  in  another  two 
weeks,  and  then  describe  bow 
they  are  going  to  move  each 
child  from  where  they  are  to 
where  they  want  them  to  be. 

'Overall  target-setting  is  a 
good  Idea.  But  wben  It  means 
teachers  are  having  to  study 
where  children  are  every 
minute  of  every  day,  it’s  get- 
ting beyond  a joke,”  be  said. 

The  Government  had  called 
for  a report  by  Christmas  to 
reduce  red  tape.  If  this  did  not 
produce  benefits  by  Easter, 
the  union  would  consider  in- 


dustrial action  In-  the  sum- 
mer. H would  be.  “client 
friendly",  boycotting  certain 
administrative  duties  without 
interrupting  children’s  educa- 
tion. This  tactic  had  worked 
in  1993  when  the  union  forced 
ministers  to  .simplify  the 
national  curriculum.  "It 
could  actually  improve  chil- 
dren’s education  if  teachers 
spent  more  time  teaching  and 
less  with  paperwork,”  Mr  de 
Gruchy  said.  His  intervention 
came  on  the  eve  of  a £L&  mil- 
lion advertising  campaign  to 
boost  recruitment,  featuring 
the  message:  “No  one  forgets 
a good  teacher*’.  Mr  de 
Gruchy  said  the  timing  was 
coincidental 

The  survey  asked  teachers 
to  score  areas  of  their  job  on  a 
scale  from  one  to  seven  in 
their  effectiveness  in  deliver- 
ing a quality  education-  It 
found  primary  teachers  spent 
10  hours  a week  and  second- 
ary -teachers  14.6  hours  a 
week  on  duties  with  an  aver- 
age score  below  3.5. 

Unpopular  activities  in- 
cluded writing  reports,  con- 
tact with  governors,  school 
publicity,  financial  manage- 
ment, and  photocopying  and 
other  clerical  jobs. . 

Mr  de  Gruchy  cast  doubt  on 
the  Government’s  plans  in- 
volve parents,  suggesting 
most  of  the  time  spent  at 
parents'  evenings  was  wasted. 
Ministers  were  thinking  of 
using  schools’  internet  con- 
nections to  provide  parents 
with  the  opportunity  to  dis- 
cuss progress  by  e-mail.  But 
this  was  not  likely  to  benefit 
the  children  most  In  need  of 
help. 

“The  parents  we  are  talkmg 
about  are  not  the  ones  wbo 
rush  home  from  work  to  pick 
up  e-mail  messages.  They  are 
more  likely  to  struggle  home 
up  to  the  eyeballs  with  drink 
and  drugs  at  llpm,”  he  said. 


The  teacher’s  week 
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Army  seeks 


1997 


BRITAIN  5 


recruits  from  ethnic  minorities 


Equality 

promise 
to  black 
soldiers 


David  Fairhall 

Defence  Correspondent 


AFRESH  campaign 
to  eradicate  racism 
from  the  army  and 
attract  recruits 
from  ethnic  minor- 
ities was  launched  yesterday 
by  the  Chief  of  the  General 
Staff,  General  Sir  Roger 
Wheeler. 

“Whether  we  like  it  or  not 
there  is  a perception  that  the 
army  is  a racist  organisa- 
tion," he  admitted,  unveiling 
a poster  of  a guardsman's 
rifle  grasped  by  two  hands, 
one  white  and  one  black. 

He  said  the  army  now  had  a 
long  term  programme  to  im- 
prove ethnic  representation 
— currently  l per  cent  com- 
pared with  5 per  cent  in  the 
Civil  Service  — and  make 
sure  every  soldier  understood 
discrimination  was 

unacceptable. 


Another  Image  by  Saatchi 
and  Saatchi  for  the  campaign 
is  a new  version  of  the  famous 
“Your  Country  Needs  You” 
poster  from  the  first  world 
war.  In  which  Kitchener's 
face  and  pointing  finger  are 
replaced  by  those  of  a black 
officer  in  the  Royal  Artillery. 

"We  are  determined  to  pro- 
vide genuine  equality  of  op- 
portunity for  everyone  Irre- 
spective of  their  sex,  marital 
status,  race,  ethnic  origin, 
colour  or  religious  belief.”  Sir 
Roger  promised.  “Everyone 
has  a right  to  be  treated  with 
dignity  and  respect” 

Initiatives  announced  yes- 
terday include: 

□ A team  to  Investigate  non- 
criminal  complaints  of  racial 
or  sexual  harassment  and 
discrimination: 

□ A confidential  phone  line 
for  soldiers,  manned  by  civil- 
ian welfere  workers: 

O An  overhaul  of  the  army’s 
equal  opportunities  training, 


pins  leaflets  outlining  its  pol- 
icy and  how  to  complain: 

□ An  ethnic  minorities 
recruiting  team  that  will  go  to 
areas  where  there  are  large 
enthJc  minority  populations. 

The  programme  has  the  full 
support  of  the  Commission 
for  Racial  Equality,  which 
earlier  this  year  criticised 
senior  ranks  of  the  armed 
forces  for  tolerating  racism 
and  accused  the  army  in  par- 


ticular of  being  "colour 
blind”. 

The  CEE’s  senior  commis- 
sioner, Boh  Purkiss,  pointed 
to  the  capabilities  of  black 
people,  like  those  of  Paul  Ince. 
who  was  injured  but  carried 
on  captaining  England  in 
Rome  at  the  weekend,  and 
said  an  they  needed  was  to  be 
given  the  opportunity.  Pro- 
vided the  army  authorities 
could  defeat  the  “enemy 


within",  by  removing  racism 
at  all  levels,  he  saw  no  reason 
why  there  should  not  soon  be 
a couple  of  hundred  black  sol- 
diers in  the  Household 
Cavalry. 

Gen  Wheeler  stressed  that 
the  aim  was  “positive  action, 
not  positive  discrimination'’, 
to  produce  results  over  three 
to  five  years.  Soldiers’  under- 
standing of  equal  opportuni- 
ties would  in  future  be  moni- 


tored in  the  same  way  as  their 
shooting  or  first  aid. 

• The  Defence  Secretary. 
George  Robertson,  has  in- 
vited all  members  of  the 
armed  forces  and  the  civilian 
staff  of  his  ministry  to  con- 
tribute their  views  to  the  Gov- 
ernment's strategic  defence 
review.  ‘It  is  right  that  the 
views  of  those  most  clearly  in- 
volved should  be  heard."  he 
said. 


Marine  ‘humiliated’  by  instructor’s  treatment 


Gen  Sir  Roger  Wheeler:  «We  are  determined  to  provide 
gppTTiwo  equality  of  opportunity  for  everyone 


1EN  Mark  Parchment 
' enfisted  in  the  Royal  Ma- 
rines In  1 988  his  Instruc- 
tor told  Mm  that  as  he  was  black, 
his  weapon  would  be  a spear, 
not  a rifle,  and  he  would  In  future 
be  referred  to  as  Bad  ingi. 

He  had  to  dean  his  spear 
every  day , take  ft  on  manoeuvres, 
even  carry  it  Into  the  cookhouse. 
"Everyone  thought  it  was  a great 
joke,"  hesaid.  “but  I fett.  quits 
hurnffiatecL” 

On  joining  a commando  unit  in 
Scotland  he  was  subjected  to  a 
special  initiation  for  “niggers" 
which,  herecafled.  consisted  of 
tipping  a bucket  of  urine  over  him 
and  trying  to  shave  his  genitals. 

He  wait  absent  without  leave, 
was  caught  five  years  later  and 

cflsmissed  on  the  grounds  that 


his  "services  were  no  longer 
required". 

CASE  2 

WHEN  he  was  recruited  into  the 
Household  Cavalry  in  1990,  Rich- 
ard Stokes  looked  like  the 
answer  to  Prince  Charles's  com- 
plaint about  the  lack  of  black 
soltSers  among  the  units  that 
symbolically  guard  the  Queen. 
But  after  suffering  sustained 
racial  abuse  he  resigned.  He  had 
received  hate  mail  and  during  a 
rehearsal  for  Trooping  the  Colour 
a fellow  soldier  threw  a banana  at 
him. 

GASE3 

IN  1 994  the  Household  Divison 
tried  again,  inviting  Mark  Camp- 
bell to  join  the  mounted  ranks  of 
the  Ufa  Guards  even  though,  at 


27,  he  was  beyond  the  normal 
recruiting  age. 

He  knew  that  as  a black  man 
— the  first  h the  Life  Guards' 
400-year  history — he  would 
have  problems.  But  he  had  not 
reckoned  on  having  his  bed 
soaked  in  wine,  the  Incessant 
taunts  of  “nigger”,  the  scrawled 
note:  “There  is  no  black  in  the 
Union  Jack." 

He  stuck  It  for  17  months  be- 
fore leaving  the  army,  discharged 
ostensibly  on  medical  grounds, 
because  the  metal  chinstrap  of 
his  Life  Guards  uniform  had  left 
him  with  a serious  sWn 
complaint. 

GASE4 

STEPHEN  Anderson  was 
awarded  £500  in  1991  for  the 
years  of  racial  abuse  he  suffered 


from  fellow  soldiers.  The  High 
Court  overturned  an  initial  deci- 
sion by  the  army  not  to  grant  any 
compensation.  The  court  heard 
that  Anderson,  the  only  black 
member  of  his  platoon,  was 
punched  and  called  a "nigger” 
by  other  members  of  the  Devon 
and  Dorset  Regiment. 

CASES 

IN  1 994  Geoffrey  McKay  was 
awarded  £8,000  compensation 
for  racial  abuse.  A former  mem- 
ber of  the  Queen's  Royal  Irish 
Hussars,  he  was  considered  one 
of  the  brightest  recruits  (n  basic 
training,  but  was  driven  out  of  the 
army  by  the  treetmment  he 
received.  An  army  board  of  In- 
quiry heard  how  during  his  first 


11 'We’ve  got  a nigger  In  the  troop, 
lads." 


What  a jolly  jape — the  Malory  gels  are  being  updated 


mal  Ahmed  on  how  TV  producers  plan 
nut  a modern  gloss  on  Enid  Blyton's 
[-so-everyday  boarding  school  tales 


L be  tremendously 
ml  Lots  of  scrapes! 
ways  a happy  end- 
pleaty  of  moral 

llyton's  books  on 
S and  travails  of 
oils  of  Malory 
which  introduced  a 
m of  girls  to  the 
lacrosse,  gymsups 
iMng  school,  are  to 
into  a television 

eh  the  producers 
they  win  "contem- 
the  books,  ongi- 
fctten  in  the  1950s, 
i that  the  stem 
essage  that  made 
t favourite  with 
ronied  about  the 
f the  nation  will 

n’t  want  to  throw 
out  with  the  bath* 
aid  Tim  Woolford, 
•r  with  SVC  Screen 
ament,  which  is 
he  two  13-episode 


series.  ‘"Talk  about  kissing 
ami  events  behind  the  bike 
sheds  will  be  allowed,  even 
rtiongh  Enid  Blyton  never 

wrote  about  such  things- 
But  we  don’t  want  to  go  too 
far.  There  will  still  be  the 
difftop  dramas." 

He  said  that  some  mod- 
ernisation was  important, 
as  children  would  find  it 
difficult  to  understand  the 
strictures  of  1950s  Britain. 
Ihe  programmes  would  in- 
clude such  new-fangled 
ideas  as  computers,  the  In- 
ternet and  foreigners. 

“We  need  to  internation- 
alise the  books,"  said  Wool- 
ford-  “We  might  introduce 
a twinning  arrangement 
with  a school  in  America  so 
that  the  girls  could  go  on 
holiday  there. 

“We  could  have  a Japa- 
nese or  a German  charac- 
ter. Some  black  giris  would 
also  be  a good  idea." 

Although  the  scripts  are 
yet  to  be  completed,  the 


Enid  Blyton  ...  her 
popularity  continues 

company  is  already  consid- 
ering who  might  take  the 
lead  roles. 

Dawn  French  and  Jenni- 
fer Saunders  are  being  dis- 
cussed for  the  roles  of 
French  teachers  Mademoi- 
selle Dupont  and  Mademoi- 
selle Rougier. 

The  comediennes  have  al- 
ready worked  with  SVC  on 
a television  adaptation  of 
Beatrix  Potter's  The  Tailor 


of  Gloucestershire  and  the 
Tale  of  Little  Pig  Robin. 

Liz  Hurley  is  known  to  be 
a big  Blyton  fan.  A message 
on  the  Blyton  Internet  site 
says  that  she  has  read  all 
the  author’s  books. 

The  deal  to  serialise  the 
Malory  Towers  books  was 
struck  at  a Cannes  televi- 
son  festival  last  month. 

If  is  the  latest  in  a series 
of  agreements  between  tele- 
vision companies  and  the 
owners  of  the  rights  to 
more  than  700  of  Blyton's 
titles,  Trocadero,  which 
paid  £13  million  for  the 
author’s  works  two  years 


Later  this  month  Soth- 
eby’s will  auction  the  origi- 
nal illustrations  from  the 
Noddy  books,  and  recently 
It  was  announced  that  the 
Secret  Seven  children’s 
books  are  to  be  adapted  for 
television  for  the  first  time 
by  Granada. 

Blyton’s  popularity  still 
runs  remarkably  high.  In 
Germany,  where  sales  of 
her  books  are  second  only 
to  the  UK,  the  TV  service 
broadcast  a four-and-a-half- 
bour  television  special  to 
mark  her  centenary. 


i ue  way  it  was ...  The  cover  of  one  of  Enid  Blyton’s  Malory 

Towers  books,  which  are  to  be  updated  for  television 


New  MPs  fall 
foul  of  arcane 
House  rules 


AnnePMUns 

Political  CorrAspondant 


THE  new  Intake  of  MPs 
find  Westminster  mu- 
seum-like, the  proce- 
dures incomprehensible  and 
the  facilities  limited,  accord- 
ing to  a survey. 

One  of  the  new  boys  said 
last  night  “it  wouldn’t  be  sur- 
prising to  go  round  a corner 
and  find  a pterodactyl  bang- 
ing from  the  ceiling."  An- 
other said:  “There's  a wilful 
desire  to  be  esoteric.” 

But,  according  to  a report 
by  the  Labour  MP  Austin 
Mitchell  and  academic  Philip 
Norton,  the  new  intake’s  radi- 
calism stops  there.  Almost  all 
the  new  MPs  say  their  first 
priority  is  to  look  after  their 
constituents,  with  supporting 
their  party  second.  Checking 
the  executive,  traditionally 
tiie  most  important  role,  is  a 
distant  third. 

Austin  Mitchell  said: 
“They're  party  people,  not 
parliamentary  people.  It  does 
represent  a shift  in  impor- 
tance away  from  the  House  of 
Commons,  but  then  they’ve 
got  much  more  experience  of 
campaigning  than  of  the  hard 
graft  of  politics." 

The  attack  on  the  notori- 
ously arcane  procedure  of  the 
Commons  is  a blow  to  the  au- 
thorities at  Westminster,  who 
had  laid  on  introductory  days 
for  the  unprecedentedly  large 
new  intake  — 253  of  the  659, 
nearly  40  per  cent. 

But  with  two  thirds  of  the 
new  intake  veterans  of  local 
government  — no  strangers, 
they  say,  to  group  decision- 
making  — the  time-honoured 
ways  of  Westminster  are  tak- 
ing a pasting.  One  new  mem- 
ber was  astonished  to  be  told 
by  a very  senior,  very  seri- 
ous, Labour  backbencher  “If 
you  want  to  eat  in  my  com- 
mittee, eat  before  you  get 


here.  If  I see  you  chewing, 
you’re  out  And  if  you've  got  a 
cup,  there’d  better  not  be 
steam  coming  out  of  it.  No 
cups  of  tea  or  coffee  in  here." 

Some  of  the  criticisms  have 
already  been  met.  There  is 
the  cross-party  select  commit- 
tee on  modernisation,  chaired 
by  Ann  Taylor,  the  Leader  of 
the  House,  which  has  de- 
signed an  easy-to-read  order 
paper  — the  daily  agenda  — 
to  be  used  when  the  Com- 
mons returns  in  two  weeks. 
Bills  will  be  published  in 
draft  and  there  is  a real  possi- 
bility that  the  select  commit- 
tees will  be  used  to  scrutinise 
legislation  before  it  comes  to 
the  whole  House. 

And  despite  the  moaning, 
some  at  least  of  the  new  in- 
take are  in  clover,  like  the 
Liberal  Democrat  Lembtt 
Opik,  the  Montgomeryshire 
MP.  “Of  course  it’s  a mu- 
seum. But  there's  a real  sense 
of  common  purpose.  We’re  all 
political  activists.  You  can  go 
into  the  Terrace  bar  and  talk 
about  constitutional  reform 
without  anyone  laughing  at 
you.” 

Alan  Johnson,  the  former 
general  secretary  of  the  Com- 
munication Workers'  Union 
now  a Labour  MPis  worried 
that  the  new  intake  may  look 
like  a bunch  of  whingers.  “It's 
better  than  getting  up  at  4am 
to  do  a postal  round.  But  it 
really  is  hard  work  to  break 
through  the  procedure.  Mind 
you.  rm  not  sure  how  long 
the  mood  for  change  will  last 
"Labour’s  very  determined 
not  to  get  involved  in  all  the 
catcalling  in  the  Commons. 
But  it  really  upsets  me  to 
have  people  yelling  at  our 
side  and  not  to  be  yelling 
back.” 

As  Austin  Mitchell 
reflected:  “An  MP’s  life  is 
really  just  running  round  in 
circles.  We'll  soon  reduce 
them  to  the  same  state  as  us.” 


Hamilton  attack 
on  Al  Fayed 


David  tfencke 

Westminster  Correspondent 


EIL  Hamilton,  the 
former  minister  at 
the  centre  of  the 
cash-tor-questions 
scandal,  intends  to  launch  a 
fresh  attack  today  on  Har- 
rod’s  owner  Mohamed  Al 
Fayed,  by  raising  the  contro- 
versy over  the  purported  last 
words'  of  Diana,  Princess  of 
Wales. 

Mr  Hamilton,  who  will  ap- 
pear before  the  Commons 
standards  and  privileges  com- 
mittee in  a last  attempt  to 
(dear  his  name  over  his  accep- 
tance of  £25,000  rash  in  brown 
envelopes  from  Mr  Al  Fayed, 

will  try  to  cast  doubt  on  Mr  Al 
Fayed’s  integrity  over  her 
death. 

Mr  Hamilton  plans  to  point 
out  that  last  week  the  million- 
aire’s claim  that  he  passed  on 
the  princess’s  “final  words" 
was  contradicted  by  the  Paris 
hospital  where  she  died. 

The  argument  will  be  used 


to  cast  doubt  on  the  informa- 
tion presented  by  Mr  Al 
Fayed  to  the  investigation  by 
Sir  Gordon  Downey,  the  par- 
liamentary commissioner  for 
standards. 

Mr  Hamilton,  who  says  he 
is  relishing  the  opportunity  to 
defend  himself  at  the  bearing, 
is  said  to  be  confident  he  will 
get  his  point  across.  He  has 
told  friends:  “Now  I am  in  the 
driving  seat  for  once,  rather 
than  reeling  from  the  punch. 
People  are  listening  to  what  I 
say." 

Sir  Gordon  found  “compel- 
ling" evidence  that  Mr  Hamil- 
ton received  cash  payments 
directly  from  Mr  Al  Fayed, 
saying  it  was  “unacceptable" 
for  Mr  Hamilton  to  accept  an 
undeclared  commission  pay- 
ment for  introducing  United 
Tobacco,  makers  of  the 
banned  chewing  tobacco. 
Skoal  Bandits,  to  the  lobbyist 
Ian  Greer,  and  a consultancy 
fee  for  representing  the  inter- 
est of  National  Nuclear  Cor- 
poration, a firm  which  em- 
ployed his  constituents. 


Mother  to  sue  after  rugby  club 
barred  her  from  schoolboy  tour 


Geoffrey  Gibbs 


A WOMAN  who  claims 
she  was  prevented  from 
accompanying  her  rugby- 
playing  son  on  tour  because 
she  would  hinder  "male 
bonding"  is  taking  one  of 
Britain’s  top  clubs  to  court 
for  sex  discrimination. 

Joan  Ward,  a mother  of 
three  boys,  says  she  was 
not  allowed  to  travel  with 
Bath’s  nnder-12  rugby  team 
on  Its  Easter  tour  of  Ireland 
last  year  despite  the  fact 
that  fathers  were  allowed 
to  go. 

Her  complaint  has  been 
taken  up  by  the  Equal  Op- 
portunities Commission 
which  will  pay  her  legal 
fees  when  the  case  comes 
before  Bath  county  court. 

The  tour  organisers  yes- 
terday denied  that  mothers 
had  been  stopped  from  go- 
ing os  sexist  grounds  and 
described  the  action  as  "po- 
litical correctness  gone 
mad". 

Danny  Sacco,  chairman 
of  the  mini  rugby  club  at 
the  time  of  the  tour,  said  a 
meeting  of  parents  had 
voted  in  favour  of  an  all- 
male party  but  that  Mrs 
Ward  had  refused  to  accept 
the  decision. 

Mrs  Ward’s  former  hus- 
band, one  of  the  team’s 
coaches,  was  among  those 
who  travelled  with  the 
party. 

“Some  other  mothers 
wanted  to  go  but  realised 
that  it  would  be  better  for 
the  team  spirit  if  they 
didn't,*’  Mr  Sacco  said 
yesterday. 

Bath  has  more  than  150 
boys  and  girls,  aged  be- 
tween seven  and  12,  in  its 


mini  rugby  club  which  is 
run  by  parents  on  a volun- 
tary basis.  Until  a year  ago 
the  mini  rugby  club  formed 
part  of  the  old  Bath  rugby 
club  but  following  the  move 
to  professionalism,  its 
status  under  the  Bath  um- 
brella seems  less  clear. 

Mrs  Ward  Is  making  her 
claim  against  the  former 
rugby  club  chairman,  Bren- 
dan Perry,  who  is  now 
chairman  of  the  club’s 
trustees. 

The  Equal  Oportuuities 
Commission  yesterday  con- 
firmed it  was  pressing 
ahead  with  the  case. 

A spokeswoman  said: 
"We  are  supporting  Mrs 
Ward's  campaign.  We  don’t 
want  to  get  involved  In  a 
slanging  match  with  Bath 
rugby  before  the  case.  But 
we  are  taking  it  very  seri- 
ously. We  do  feel  there  is  a 
case  to  hear  and  a point  to 
clarify.” 


ST.  JOSEPH’S 
HOSPICE 

MARE  ST.  LONDON  E84SA. 

(Charity  Ret  No,  231323) 

Since  IMS  we  have  shared 
the  grief  and  eased  the  pain 
of  countless  s uflerlug  souls. 
Last  year  alone  900  found 
peace  with  the  help  ol  your 
vital  gifts.  Most  of  them  died 
of  cancer  - but  so  serenely 
that  you  would  hardly  know. 
Vour  concern  is  as  encouraging 
as  your  generosity  and  we 
thank  you  for  your  Inspiring 


trust. 


Sister  Superior. 
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Britain  tells  World  Court  it  is  not  competent  to  intervene  in  wrangle  over  Lockerbie  bomb  suspects  World  news  in  brief 

aifA  :_*»:*»*  am  I Critics  hail  delay  in 


We  insist  on  trying  Libyans 


Ian  Hack 
Diplomatic  Editor 

KIT  AIN  yesterday 
hotly  defended  Its 
right  to  hrtng  the 
Lockerbie  bomb- 
ing suspects  to 
trial  cm  its  own  terms  and 
rejected  a Libyan  demand 
that  the  World  Court  inter- 
vene in  arguments  over  the 
long-stalled  case. 

In  a rare  public  opportunity 
to  state  Britain's  case  over 
the  attack  on  Pan  Am  103  in 
1988,  government  lawyers 
urged  the  International  Court 
of  Justice  (1CJ)  In  The  Hague 
to  rule  that  it  had  no 
jurisdiction. 

But,  with  frustrated  rela- 
tives of  the  270  Lockerbie 
dead  demanding  a trial  and 
an  eminent  British  barrister 
expressing  doubts  about  the 
strength  cf  prosecution  evi- 
dence, an  expected  victory  by 
Britain  and  the  US  seemed 
likely  to  offer  little  more  than 
temporary  respite  from  pres-  j 
sure  over  the  affair. 

London  and  Washington 
blamed  Libya  end,  backed  by 

the  Security  Council,  called 
for  the  extradition  of  two  sus- 
pects from  Libya  for  trial  in 
Scotland.  The  council  Im- 
posed sanctions  on  Libya  in 
1992  for  fitting  to  cooperate. 
But  Tripoli  argues  It  is  en- 
titled to  try  the  men  in  Libya 
and  wants  the  1CJ  to  rule  in 
its  fivour. 

"This  is  a scarcely  veiled 
attempt  to  prevent  the  exer- 
cise by  the  Security  Council 
of  Its  responsibility  under  the 
UN  charter,”  Sir  Franldln 
Berman,  the  Foreign  Office's 
chief  legal  adviser,  told  the 
court. 

Lord  Hardie,  Scotland’s 
Lord  Advocate,  repeated  ah 
offer  to  allow  international 
observers  to  attend  a trlaL  He 
spoke  of  a crime  cf  “massive 
proportions”,  noting  that  17 
of  the  victims  were  babies  or 
children  under  16. 

Lord  Hardie  said  the  evi- 
dence justified  the  rhargnc 
brought  against  Abdel-Basset 
Megrahi  and  T.an»»n  Khalifa 
Fhimah,  who  had  conspired 
“to  further  the  purposes  of 
the  Libyan  intelligence  ser- 
vices". He  insisted  that 
counter-claims  by  Libya  were 
“based  on  nothing  more  than 
newspaper  stones”. 

Libya  says  that  by  investi- 
gating the  case,  it  has  fulfilled 
its  obligations  under  the  1971 
Montreal  Convention  on  un- 
lawful acts  against  aircraft — 
a position  ridiculed  by  the 
British  lawyers.  . 
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The  Hague  hearing  comes , 
as  pressure  mounts  on  the  US 
and  Britain  to  agree  to  a hear- 1 
ing  In  a neutral  country,  in 
line  with  a proposal  by  the 
Organisation  of  African  Unity 
and  given  wide  support  at  the 
UN  last  month.  Arab  states 
have  already  voted  to  Ignore 
the  air  embargo  dement  of 
the  UN  sanctions  regime. 

Jim  Swire,  of  UK  Families- 
FLight  103,  whose  daughter 
Mora  died  in  the  blast,  said: 


*Tve  had  enough  of  the  politi- 
cians and  their  arrogant  in- 
transigence. I want  to  know 
who  killed  her  and  I want 
them  punished. 

“My  daughter  was  23.  I 
would  like  to  .be  walking  the 
moors  of  the -Me  Of  Skye 
where  she  and  I spent  our 
holidays,  not  tramping  the 
streets  of  The  Hague.” 

Stephanie  Bernstein,  of  Be- 
thesda,  Maryland,  who  lost 
her  husband  Michael,  said: 


"This  was  murder.  It’s  very 

difficult  for  rna  and  my  chil- 
dren to  see  that  there  has 
been  no  resolution. " 

As  the  Hague  hearing 
enters  its  second  day  today, 1 
with  arguments  from  the  US,  i 
a British  ■barrister,  Michael  j 
Mansfield,  cast  doubt  on  the  , 
strength  of  the  Crown  case 
against  the  two  Libyans. 

In  a programme  to  be 
broadcast  on  BBC1  Scotland 
tonight,  Mr  Mansfield  says 


evidence  in  the  public  domain 
Is  inconclusive  and  “fatally 
flawed  at  the  very  root”. 

In  a Frontline  Scotland  pro- 
gramme called  Silence  Over 
Lockerbie,  he  says:  “Funda- 
mentally it’s  a murder  case  — 
270  dead.  It  may  be  dressed  up 
as  planting  arid,  detonating  a 
bomb  or  an  explosion,  but 

ftinriamontaTTy  yon  have  to  be 

able  to  show  a link,  evidential 
link,  between  those  accused 
and  the  incident  itself. 


Cassini  blast-off 

Of  radioactive  plutonium  and  ySterday,  as 

across  the  United  States  - KteSSff  impS^e. 

Mb  a large  amount 


of  plutonium  into  orhit 


led  by  the  postponement. 


■ “The  idea  of  there  being  any  kind  ^ — - 

spacSteft  carrying72Ibs .oftive 

canoerdustaaxHs£hep^etfiIteeKpiwy«a^. 

Courtright,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  protest  camp  at  cape 

Sa^ffisKssasseaf1 

tomorrow. — Ed  VUlliomy.  Washington. 

ETA  leaders  demand  fair  trial 


asking  6>r  the  case  to  he  suspended  or  moved  to  the  Basque 

country  to  ensure  afeiir verdict  H. 


with  armed  rebels  and  defending  terrorism. 


Sr  Franklin  Berman.  Foreign  Office  legal  adviser,  talks  to  El  Hrmderi  Hamad,  Tihya'gmtiKaggndor,  at  the  World  flnrrrt  yesterday  mmmiAMnm 


"There  has  to  be  continuity 
of  evidence  and  there  has  to 
be  a link  of  causation.” 

He  questions  whether  the 
suitcase  apparently  carrying 
the  bomb  did  “unequivo- 
cally" begin  its  journey  in 
Malta,  then  go  to  Frankfurt 
and  on  to  Heathrow.  “If  I 
could  show  that  there  were 
serious  flaws  and  gaps  In  the 
chain,  then  I would  have  to 
say  there  isn't  a case  for  the 
people  I represent  to  feee.” 


nuiseam,  which  is  due  to  open  next  week. — neuters.  Madrid. 

Court  withdraws  sale  of  book 

APAMCS  court  rifled  yesterday  that  a book  implicating  two  - 

former  cabinet  ministers  in  the  murder  of  a woman  MP four  years 
ago  be  withdrawn  from  sale  until  its  authors  provide  proof 

of  their  allegations 

The  book  implies  that  a former  defence  minister,  Francois 
Leotard,  and  a former  urban  affairs  minister,  Jean-Claude  Gau- 
ritw — hath  tTimty  r^fogn  i s^hy  jaendonyms — ordered  Yann 
Pint's  murder  in  February  3994  because  she  had1  uncovered  plans 
to  seE  army  land  in  southern  France  to  Mafia-linked  developers, 
tt  cites  unnamed  rgHrari  military  intelligence  general  as  the 
source  for  die  allegations. 

The  court  ordered  the  authors,  journalists  Andre  Rougeot  and 

Jean-Michel  Verne,  to  provide  proof  of  their  claims  on  October  24, 
and  banned  sales  cfTbe  Yann  Piat  Affein  Assassins  at  the  Heart 
ofFower  until  then. — Jon  Henley,  Paris. 


Appeal  against  Papon  release 

STATE  prosecution  lawyers  said  yesterday  that  they  would 
appeal  against  a riarte  ton  in  allow  the  fopnjtr' Vichy  official 
Maurice  Papo  to  stay  out  ctf  prison  during  his  trial  in  Bordeaux 
for  crimes  against  humanity  involving  the  wartime  deportation 
of  1^560  Jews.  . . 

Mr  R^wn.  aged  87,  spentthe  first  three  days  of  tha  trial  in 
prison  before  being  released  cm  health  grounds.  Bid  his  weekend 
stay  to  a luxury  hotel,  where  he  met  journalists,  was  denounced 
as  arrogant  and  provocative. 

Yesterday  he  moved  to  a more  modest  hotel  near  a hospital  with 
a specialist  heart  unit  at  Pessac.  The  Socialist  mayor,  Alain 
Rousset,  said  he  would  ask  Mr  Papon  to  leave  the  town  because 
his  presence  was  intolerable.  The  trial  is  due  to  finish  on  Decem- 
ber 23. — Paul  Webster,  Paris. 


Rival  Kurdish  factions  clash 

SEffiOUSfi^tinghrokeoiityesterdaybetweenrivallraqiKurd- 
ish  factions,  just  as  Turkey  started  pulling  out  its  troops  from 
northern  Iraq. 

The  Kurdistan  Democratic  Party  (KDP)  said  the  force?  of  its 
rival,  the  Patriotic  Union  ofKurdistan  (PUK;,  hacked  by.  heavy  . 
weapons,  launched  attacks  on  its  positions  at  three  separate 
locations. 

A United  Nations  official  in  Baghdad  confirmed  the  dashes, 
calling  them  “the  most  serious  outbreak  of  violence  in  about  a 
year".  A ceasefire  between  the  KDP  and  PUK  had  mostly  held 
since  last  October. — AP.  Ankara. 
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Anchorman  spars  with  paparazzi 


Alex  Duval  Smith  hi  Paris 

FRANCE'S  paparazzi 
came  under  the  spotlight 
again  yesterday  when  a 
photographer  claimed  in 
court  that  the  country's  most 
popular  television  news  pre- 
senter kidnapped  and  as- 
saulted him  in  an  attempt  to 
stop  revelations  about  his 
love  affair  with  an 
anchorwoman. 

Franck  Skorupan,  a free- 
lance for  the  Sphinx  picture 
agency,  told  a court  in  Crete  11, 
eastern  Paris,  that  he  was  In 
hospital  for  two  days  last  year 
after  the  newscaster,  Patrick 
Poivre  d’Arvor,  and  his 
brother.  Olivier,  director  of 
the  French  Institute  in  Lon- 
don, assaulted  him  on  a 
Greek  island. 

Patrick  Poivre  d’Arvor, 
who  combines  Trevor  McDon- 
ald’s cuddly  Image  with  the 
celebrity  status  of  Dan 


Rather,  says  he  merely  tore 
up  Mr  Skorupan’s  press  card. 

Bloud  and  blue-eyed  PPDA, 
as  he  is  known,  is  now  suing  , 
Mr  Skorupan  under  French  ! 
privacy  laws. 

The  case,  in  which  judgment  j 
was  withheld,  has  prompted  I 
calls  for  France’s  privacy  leg- : 
islation  to  he  tightened  and 
renewed  claims  that  pressure 
from  paparazzi  on  motorbikes 
had  a rale  in  the  crash  which 
killed  Diana,  Princess  of 
Wales,  on  August  3L 

Hardly  a week  goes  by  with- 
out a French  glossy  magazine 
being  prosecuted  under  the 
privacy  laws,  but  editors  usu- 
ally risk  the  fines  since  they 
rarely  exceed  £30,000. 

The  legislation,  which  cov- 
ers individuals’  rights  to 
their  own  image,  is  some- 
times used  to  keep  photogra- 
phers away  from  a celebrity. 
But  the  use  of  telephoto 
lenses  makes  such  rulings  dif- 
ficult to  enforce. 


Mr  Skorupan,  aged  30,  told 
the  court  that  in  July  last 
year  he  was  on  a stake-out  of 
the  Poivre  d’Arvor  brothers’ 
villa  on  Skyros,  trying  to  get 
pictures  of  50-year-old  PPDA 
with  Claire  Chazal,  the  num- 
ber  two  news  reader  at  TFL 

PPDA,  who  presents  the 
channel’s  9pm  news,  is  mar- 
ried and  has  three  children. 
But  his  six-year  love  affair 
with  40-year-old  Ms  Chazal  is 
well-known  and  has  produced 
a son. 

Mr  Skorupan  said  yesterday 
that  the  brothers  pounced  on 
him,  took  his  press  card,  pass- 
port and  address  book,  and 
then  led  him  to  their  garage. 

“There,"  he  said,  "PPDA 
bashed  me  over  the  head  with 
one  of  my  cameras  while  his 
brother  held  me  down.  They 
wanted  to  know  where  other 
photographers  were  and 
marched  me  around  the 
island  and  to  my  hotel  room 
to  take  my  film.” 


Mr  Skorupan  claimed  the 
ordeal  lasted  12  hours  and  left 
him  with  a broken  nose,  a 
head  wound,  back  pain  and 
bruises. 

PPDA,  who  despite  receiv- 
ing a 16-month  suspended  jail 
sentence  in  a corruption  case 
two  years  ago.  has  main- 
tained his  position  as  TFl’s 
star  news  reader,  said:  “I ! 
never  hit  this  paparazzo.  I 
just  tore  up  his  press  card." 

PPDA  has  also  claimed  in  a 
book  that  his  daughter,  So- 
lenn,  took  her  own  life  in  Jan- 
uary 1995  as  a direct  result  of 
press  invasion. 

• Gala  — France's  answer  to 
Hello!  magazine  — yesterday 
lost  its  reputation  as  "the 
friend  of  the  stars”  when  it 
was  ordered  by  a French  court 
to  pay  200.000  francs  (£21.000) 
to  Princess  Caroline  of  Mo- 
naco for  Infringing  her  pri- 
vacy with  allegations  linking 
her  romantically  to  Prince 
Ernst  August  of  Hanover. 


Madrid  shakes  off  opera  phantom 


Adda  Gooch  in  Madrid 

MUSIC  lovers  had 
begun  to  fear  It 
would  never  happen, 
bat  finally,  after  years  of 
delay,  huge  cost  overruns 
and  bitter  political  battles, 
Madrid’s  opera  house  has 
reopened,  defying  critics 
who  predict  small  audi- 
ences and  argue  that  the 
Spanish  capital  has  lost  its 
lyric  tradition. 

The  Teatro  Beal  (Royal 
Theatre),  an  imposing  grey 
stone  bnilding  across  the 
road  from  the  royal  palace, 
was  built  by  Queen  Isabella 
n,  an  opera  buff  and  some- 
thing of  a diva.  She  is  said 
to  have  forgotten  her  cor- 
sets once  in  the  royal  box 
after  a passionate  encoun- 
ter with  a palace  guard. 

After  its  inauguration  in 
1650,  the  Real  soon  became 
a showcase  for  some  of 
Europe's  best  opera  and  fin- 
est singers.  But  it  had  been 
built  with  shoddy  materials 
on  top  of  a soggy  sand  pit 
and  was  forced  to  close  for 
repairs  in  1925. 

Bad  luck  dogged  plans  to 
resurrect  it  as  an  an  opera 
house.  For  more  than  70 
years,  it  has  served  as  a 
gunpowder  store,  barracks. 


The  refurbished  Teatro  Real  in  Madrid  finally  opened  its 
doors  to  acclaim  last  weekend  photograph;  gatxu  elmunoo 


the  lower  house  of  parlia- 
ment and  a dance  palace.  A 
noisy  railway  tunnel  was 
built  beneath  it. 

During  the  civil  war  it 
was  badly  shelled  and  left 
to  decay.  Finally  in  1965, 
considered  too  old-fash- 

ioned  for  the  demands  of 
modern  opera,  it  was 
turned  into  a concert  imii- 

Zn  the  1980s,  the  then 
Socialist  government  de- 
cided to  restore  it  to  its  orig- 
inal use  as  part  of  grandiose 
plans  to  celebrate  In  1992 
the  500th  anniversary  of  the 
discovery  of  America. 

The  cost  was  estimated  at 


about  £2  billion  but  soon  es- 
calated with  construction 
difficulties.  There  began  to 
be  talk  of  a Madrid  opera 
phantom.  One  of  the  archi- 
tects suffered  a total  heart 
attack  while  showing  a 
group  of  Journalists  around 
the  building.  Then,  three 
years  later,  the  auditori- 
um's huge  crystal  chande- 
lier, which  weighed  nearly 
3,000  tons,  crashed  to  the 
ground. 

Political  Infighting  was 
as  spectacular  as  the  cost 
overrun.  The  Socialist  ad- 
ministration envisaged  a 
people’s  opera  modelled  on 


the  Bastille  house  In  Paris. 
But  the  conservative  Popu- 
lar Party  threw  out  plans  1 
for  an  opening  Wagner  fest  | 
and  insisted  that  Spanish 
composers  dominate  the 
first  season. 

As  a result,  last  Saturday, 
there  were  performances  of 
Manuel  de  Falla’s  balletThe 
Three-Cornered  Hat,  and 
his  opera  The  Short  life,  at 
an  inaugural  gala  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the 
Spanish  royal  family. 

Music  critics  praised  the 
acoustics  in  the  auditorium 
and  artists  enthused  about 
the  backstage  facilities. 
“This  is  a spectacular  opera 
house,’*  said  the  tenor  Pla- 
cido  Domingo,  who  will 
star  in  the  first  repertory 
performances  of  Falla's 
Divine  Words  which  begin 
next  weekend. 

But  there  was  scant 
praise  for  the  rest  of  the 
bonding.  Architectural 
purists  objected  to  the 
columns  added  to  the  exte- 
rior. The  restaurant, 
painted  a deep  crimson 
with  a starry  ceiling,  has 
been  likened  to  a 19th-cen- 
tury brothel. 

Although  the  first  season 
has  sold  out,  critics  argue 
that  the  opera  house  will  be 
a drain  on  taxpayers. 


Technology  is  constantly  progressing,  and  to  help 


yon  take  advantage  of  this.  Gateway 
doesn’t  stock  any  PCs.  Instead,  we 
discuss  what  you  want  from  a 
computer,  then  when  you're 
ready,  we  build  you  one  to 
suit  your  individual  needs, 
ensuring  that  your  system 


Why  not  enjoy  some  of  the  friendly,  helpful  service 
that’s  made  Gateway  one  of  the  worid’s  largest 
direct  suppliers  of  PCs?  Call  us  free  oJ 
charge  on  0800  82  2000  and  ask 
about  flexible  finance  options. 


T he  best  company 
to  buy  a computer 
from  is  the  one  that 
doesn’t  have  any. 


Or  visit  oar  Showroom  at  1C 


Bedford  SL,  Covent  Garden, 
London  WC2E9RE. 


1 


“fresh  technology”:  the  very  latest  components  from  the 

world’s  top  manufacturers.  Onr  special  system,  pictured  here,  

includes  an  Epson  colour  printer,  all  Tor  only  £999  (excluding  1 l^^Kn73>4r,aioarPnaa 

■ [On  SWAM.  npndiUt  la  2S6MB 
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^ (£1210.25  inc.  VAT  & Delivery) 

A built-to-order  Gateway  system  means  you  don’t  have  to  pay 
for  something  you  don 'I  need.  And  it  includes  free  technical 

support  over  the  phone  for  as  long  as  you  own  your  PC.  penfluijt"  ® ^ hup;//Lww  ^te  Jy200J  0- 
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The  queues 
start  early  at 
Haji  Biryani 
restaurant,  a 
1 20-year-old 
national  legend 
which  serves 

°nly  2,000 

Portions  each 
day  of  its  one 
special  dish 


Report: 

Arshad  Mahmud 

and  Owen  Bowcott 

Photograph: 

Sean  Smith 


Haji  Golam  Hossain  presides  at  his  restaurant  ‘It  is  my  fate  to  make  Haji  Biryani  here  for  as  long  as  I live' 


Family’s  secret 
recipe  still  whets 
Dhaka’s  appetite 


WORLD  NEWS  7 

Hunt  for  a Brazilian  son  becomes  a wider  mission 

Mother’s  fight  wins 
anti-slavery  award 


Candac*  Ptotte 
(nSsoPatHo 


OHA  Pureza  Lopes 

Loyola,  a 54-year-old 
j¥*a«ant  woman  from 
___  the  Maranhao  state 

of  Brazil,  is  to  receive  an 
award  in  London  today  for 
her  efforts  to  fight  slavery  on 

the  country’s  rural  estates. 

The  prize  from  the  charity 
Anti-Slavery  International  is 
in  recognition  of  her  three- 
year  campaign  to  find  her 
youngest  son,  Abel,  who  went 
mincing  after  he  left  home  at 
the  age  of  19  to  work  an  an 
estate  in  the  Amazonian  state 
ofPara. 

Dona  Pureza  went  in  search 
of  her  son  in  1994,  travelling 
thousands  of  miles,  often  on 
foot,  and  risking  her  life  to 
visit  many  isolated  and 
heavily  guarded  estates.  She 
travelled  through  the  interior 
of  Maranhao  and  Para  state 
for  three  years. 

Meanwhile,  she  went  to 
Brasilia  three  times  to  lobby 
the  president  against  the  use 
of  slaves  aprf  registered  com- 
plaints in  her  home  state  of 
Maranhao.  In  some  cases 


action  was  taken  to  release 
the  slaves  concerned. 

"On  one  estate,  the  Agron- 
ones  ranch  in  Maranhao, 
they  recognised  Abel's 
photo,”  she  said.  “He  had  pre- 


Dona  Pureza:  They  are 
really  wi  ling  people’ 

tended  he  had  venereal  dis- 
ease to  to  leave.  I saw  80 
workers  In'  terrible  condi- 
tions clearing  thorn  bush. 
They  only  bad  rice  and  beans 
and  a bit  of  tripe  to  eaL  I 
asked  them  how  much  they 


ASK  A rickshaw  man  in 

Bangladesh’s  capital 
to  find  the  prune  min- 
ister's residence  and  he 
may  reply  with  a shrug. 
Suggest  he  take  you  to  Haji 
Biryani  and  he  will  pedal 
promptly  towards  the  teem- 
ing bazaars  on  the  B ori- 
gan ga  river. 

The  open-fronted  restau- 
rant is  one  of  the  few  fixed- 
landmarks  In  a city  where 
the  population  has  in 
creased  tenfold,  to  nearly 
9 million,  since  1971. 

When  Haji  Biryani 
opened  120  years  ago  the 
British  Raj  was  still  in  a 
period  of  Imperial  expan- 
sion. The  restaurant’s  for- 
mer owner,  Haji  Moham- 
mad Hossain  — who  died  at 
the  venerable  age  of  105  — 
used  to  regale  regulars 
with  tales  of  tigers  spotted 
from  the  front  of  his  shop 
before  the  Bangladesh  capi- 
tal overflowed  into  the 
water-sodden  Land  beyond 
the  Mughal  mosques. 

Nowadays  there  is  no 
need  for  a sign  at  70  Kazi 
Alanddin  Road,  Old  Dhaka, 
to  attract  customers:  there 
are  queues  waiting  to 
savour  the  secret  recipe  of 
the  only  meal  it  serves. 

Tucked  around  the  cor- 
ner from  Bangsal  Road  — 
better  known  as  Bicycle 
Street  because  its  shops  sell 
spare  parts  and  painted 
sideboards  to  the  congested 
capital’s  350,000  rickshaw 
drivers  — the  restaurant 
has  become  a national 
legend. 

Biryani  may  be  favoured 
by  millions  of  Britons  as  a 
late-night  takeaway,  but 
the  dish  produced  here 
every  night  in  two  large, 
steaming,  dekehis  (vats)  uses 
a unique  blend  of  garlic, 
saffron,  doves,  cardamom, 
cinnamon,  lemon,  yoghurt, 
peanuts  and  a small  quan- 
tity of  cheese.  These —plus 
a few  hidden  ingredients  — 


are  combined  with  -WOIbs 
of  high-quality  rice  and  the 
meat  of  30  goats. 

“I’m  always  coming 
under  pressure  to  open 
more  branches  in  other 
parts  of  Dhaka,”  said  Haji 
Golam  Hossain,  aged  50, 
the  current  owner,  whose 
grandfather  started  the 
business. 

Wearing  a lungi  (a 
sarong-like  skirt  worn  by 
men),  a white  kurta  and  cro- 
cheted cap,  he  presides 
every  evening  on  the  veran- 
dah of  his  restaurant, 
don’t  want  to  be  a rich  man. 
I'm  content  with  what 
Allair  has  given  me.  I have 
been  asked  by  businessmen 
to  open  a shop  in  London, 
but  my  lather  taught  me  to 
believe  in  late  and  be  happy 
with  what  is  allotted. 

“He  Inherited  the  shop 
and  the  secret  recipe  from 
his  lather.  It  is  my  fete  to 
make  Haji  Biryani  here  for 
as  long  as  1 live.”  The  fern 
ily  dish  takes  its  name  from 
the  Muslim  pilgrimage  to 
Mecca. 

At  45  taka  (65pX  it  is  400 
times  more  expensive  than 
when  first  served.  Only 
2,000  portions  are  prepared 
each  day;  latecomers 
return  home  disappointed. 
Golam 's  only  fear  is  that 
his  two  sons,  aged.  19  and 
nine,  show  little  interest  in 
continuing  the  tradition.  It 
has  also  become  more  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  the  best  in- 
gredients to  preserve  the 
restaurant’s  reputation. 

Rivals  have  never  pros- 
pered. An  employee  who 
helped  chop  garlic  and 
grind  chilli  peppers  for 
many  years  thought  he  had 
learnt  the  recipe  and 
opened  a shop  nearby. 

“His  business  collapsed  in 
two  months,”  Golam 
recalled.  “He  wanted  to  be  a 
rich  man,  but  Allah  did  not 
wish  it.  It  is  my  fete  to  make 
Haji  Biryani,  not  his.” 


US  teenage  murder  suspect 
holds  up  £1  OOm  aid  to  Israel 


Julian  Borger  in  Jerusalem 


Coroner  accused  of  breaking 
the  neck  of  a dead  man 


Ed  Vulliamy 
In  Washington 


A JURY  In  Newark.  New 
Jersey,  is  due  to  deliver 
its  verdict  today  in  the  com- 
plex case  of  a coroner  who  is 
Sieged  to  have  “killed  3 
dead  wian. 

Claus  Speth,  aged  61,.  was 
an  assistant  medical  exam- 
iner In  the  state  and  an  emi- 
nent crooners  in  a poor  quar- 
ter of  the  New  York 
megalopolis  wfere  coroners 
are  busy  men.  But  he  also  be- 
came known  for  Bndingsus- 
picious  circumstances  where 
others  felled  to  notice  any. 

He  had  humiliated  and 
riled  his  colleagues  by  finding 
that  cadavers  they  had 
cleared  as  “accidental 
deaths”  were  the  victims  of 
strangulation  and  sodomy- 
Flnally.  Speth’s  reputation 
caught  up  with  him.  He  was 
arrested  this  summer  after  at- 
" " A , 21 
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dead  accountant,  Ronald  Put- 
torak,  who — the  autopsy  pre- 
viously ruled  — had  commit- 
ted suicide. 

Puttorak,  aged  43,  was 
(bund  banging  in  ftisjailceu 
in  1993.  His  family  suspectea 
foul  play  rather  than  the  offi- 
cial verdict  of  suicide  and 
they  hired  Speth  as  a first 
step  towards  a wrongful- 
death  lawsuit  . m . 

Speth  immediately  spot- 
ted’' a break  in  the  dead 
man's  u-sbaped  bone  at  the 
base  of  the  tongue,  consistent 


with  strangulation  rather 
than  hanging.  He  also 
claimed  to  find  bleeding  tis- 
sue which  suggested  the  bone 
had  been  broken  while  Put- 
torak  was  alive. 

But  the  state  medical  exam- 
iner’s office  said  the  hyroid 
bone  had  not  been  broken 
until  Speth  examined  the  body, 
and  no  haemorrhaging  tissue 

existed.  J . _ . 

Speth  is  accused  of  lying 
under  oath  and  “tampering 
with  a witness”.  He  defends 
himself  as  a crusader  against 
a corrupt  medical 

establishment 

The  trial  has  pitted  some  of 
America’s  best-known  coro- 
ners and  forensic  doctors 
against  one  another. 

Summing  up  for  the  prose- 
cution. Glenn  Goldberg  said 
that  Speth  had  sought  to 
make  himself  look  like  a fo- 
rensic genius.  For  the  de- 
fence, Gerald  Krovatin  said 
Speth  had  been  framed  by  col- 
league-enemies in  the  medical 
examiner’s  office,  where  he 
had  once  been  a senior  offi- 
cial and  a keen  power-broker. 

Speth  has  long  besi  scrap- 
ping wife  the  authorities.  In 
22392,  he  found  feat  a woman 
whose  death  had  been  ruled  ac- 
cidental was  strangled,  raped 
and  sodomised.  In  199£  be 
found  two  bullets  in  the  brain 
cf  a teacher  whose  death  bad 
been  been  ruled  accidental. 

The  Puttorak  family  ended 
Speth’s  contract  after  the 
charges,  and  have  accepted 
the  death  was  suicide. 


NTTED  States  sena- 
tors have  blocked 
more  than  £100  mil- 
lion in  aid  to  Tsrapi 
as  a result  of  a diplomatic  row 
over  the  fete  of  an  American 
schoolboy,  aged  17,  wanted 
for  the  murder  and  dismem- 
berment of  another  teenager 
in  Maryland. 

Samuel  Sbeinbein  fled  to  Is- 
rael after  being  charged  with 
the  frilling  of  Alfredo  Enrique 
Tello.  aged  19,  whose  badly 
charred  body  was  found  last 
month  without  arms  and  legs 
in  an  empty  garage.  Police 
found  a circular  power  saw 
and  several  cylinders  of  pro- 
pane gas  near  fee  body. 

Mr  Sfaeinbein's  lawyers 
claimed  that  he  qualified  as 
an  Israeli  citizen  because  his 
father  bad  lived  there  and  so 
could  not  be  extradited  under 
Israeli  law. 


The  US  secretary  of  state, 
Madeleine  Albright  recently 
sent  a letter  to  the  Israeli 
prime  minister,  Binyamin 
Netanyahu,  requesting  “max- 
imum co-operation”  in  repa- 
triating Mr  Sheinbein.  Mr  Ne- 
tanyahu reportedly  replied 
that  fee  suspect  would  not  be 
extradited  if  he  could  prove 
Israeli  citizenship. 

In  response,  the  Senate  for- 
eign aid  subcommittee  has 
blocked  the  scheduled  trans- 
fer of  $160  million  (£11 2JS  mil- 
lion), which  was  to  have  been 
an  advance  on  1998’s  bud- 
geted aid  to  Israel,  fee  biggest 
recipient  of  US  foreign  assis- 
tance. Israeli  newspapers 
reported  yesterday  that  the 
payment  had  been  held  up 
until  next  year's  budget  had 
been  passed  In  full  by 
Congress. 

Congress  is  also  reported  to 
be  weighing  up  several  other 
initiatives  to  cut  up  to 
$1.2  billion  in  Israeli  aid,  if  It 


refuses  to  agree  to  extradition. 

Hie  row  over  the  Maryland 
teenager  has  compounded 
other  sources  of  US-Israeli 
friction,  including  the  at- 
tempted assassination  three 
weeks  ago  of  a Palestinian  ex- 
ile in  Jordan  by  fee  Israeli 


The  Sheinbein  row 
has  compounded 
other  sources  of 
friction  between 
the  two  countries 


secret  services,  and  Mr  Ne- 
tanyahu's surprise  announce- 
ment a fortnight  ago  that  300 
more  Jewish  homes  would  be 
built  in  the  West  Bank  settle- 
ment of  Efrat 

Palestinians  vehemently 
oppose  the  building  of  houses 


for  Jews  on  the  West  Bank 
and  Gaza,  which  they  want  to 
become  an  independent  state. 

The  prime  minister  madp 
the  announcement  without 
consulting  Mrs  Albright  who 
bad  called  for.  a confidence- 
building  “time-out”  from 
settlement  building  during  a 
visit  to  Israel  only  days  ear- 
lier. She  was  reported  to  have 
been  furious  and  has  since 
refused  to  take  calls  from  Mr 
Netanyahu. 

Israel’s  ambassador  to 
Washington,  Ellyahn  Ben 
Elissar.  is  expected  to  talk  to 
leading  senators  on  fee  allo- 
1 cations  committee  in  an  at- 
tempt to  unblock  fee  fends:' 
US  Jewish  lobby  groups  have 
also  been  asked  to  join  fee 
campaign. 

In  a strange  twist  to  the 
story  yesterday,  it  was 
reported  that  Mr  Sheinbein’s 
grandfather  had  been  mur- 
dered in  Tel  Aviv  faf  1982.  He 
was  shot  in  fee  head  at  dose 


range  in  his  office,  from 
where  he  was  suspected  of  or- 
ganising illegal  money  trans- 
fers between  Israel  and  the 
US.  He  left  property  valued  at 
£44  million. 

US  immigration  authorities 
have  sent  new  documents  to 
the  Israeli  justice  ministry 
which  they  believe  prove  that 
Mr  Sheinbein's  father  gave 
up  his  claim  on  Israeli  citi- 
zenship when  he  came  to  the 
US  in  the  1950s.  Mr  Sbetn- 
bein's  lawyers  say  they  hare 
documents  which  prove  fee 
father  kept  his  Israeli  citizen- 
ship, giving  their  client  fee 
right  to  a trial  and  sentence 
in  lsraeL  ' 

A Labour  member  of  the 
Knesset,  Ofer  Pines,  insisted 


that  the  Sheinbein  case  added 
decisive  weight  to  arguments 
for  Israel's  extradition  law  to 
be  amended,  as  be  said  it  was 
making  fee  country  a haven 


for  criminals  who  happened 
to  have  Jewish  parentage 


earned  and  they  said  they 
never  saw  any  money.” 

Dona  Pureza 's  son  finally 
came  home  in  May  1996  after 
escaping  from  slave  labour. 
He  had  found  work  on  an  Tes- 
tate in  southern  Para  state 
clearing  virgin  forest,  but  he 
had  been  given  no  food  in  fee 
43  days  the  work  took  and  fee 
estate  manager  had  refused  to 
pay  him.  When  he  had  pro- 
tested he  had  been  set  on  by 
gunmenand  fled. 

“What  I am  going  to  say  in 
London  is  that  slavery  is 
there  to  be  seen,  only  fee  gov- 
ernment doesn't  see  it,”  Dona 
Pureza  said.  “They  are  really 
killing  people.  People  are 
lashed  wife  whips. 

“The  Brazilian  govermerst 
isn't  paying  any  attention. 
The  attitude  is  if  it's  fee  son 
of  a poor  family,  let  him  die.” 

Paulo  Rocha,  the  deputy 
leader  of  the  leftwing  Work- 
ers Party,  has  been  trying  to 
put  a bill  on  slavery  through 
Congress  for  fee  past  two 
years.  He  said  the  govern- 
ment had  been  blocking  the 
bill  because  “it  would  punish 

fee  whole  fHaiw  Of  i-nmmanri 
involved  in  slavery,  Including 
fee  landowners”. 


Winnie 
Mandela 
questioned 
about  eight 
murders 


David  Beresford 
in  Johannesburg 


WK 


Mandela  faced 
Africa's  Truth 
Reconciliation 
Commission  for  the  second 
time  yesterday  as  closed-door 
bearings  resumed  on  allega- 
tions of  her  involvement  in 
crimes,  including  eight 
murders. 

Mrs  Mandela  refused  to 
answer  reporters’  questions 
when  she  arrived  at  the  com- 
mission’s Johannesburg  bead- 
quarters  for  the  hearing,  A 
commission  spokesman  said 
no  other  witnesses  were  called 
yesterday. 

Last  month  the  commission 
agreed  — at  Mis  Mandela's  in- 
sistence — to  hold  open  hear- 
ings on  the  allegations  against 
her  to  enable  her  to  defend  her- 
self publicly.  But  it  insisted  on 
confidential  hearings  first 

By  law  the  commission  must 
give  advance  warnings  to 
people  likely  to  be  named  in 
connection  wife  apartheid-era 
atrocities.  Closed  hearings  are 
intended  to  help  Identify  them. 

Earlier  this  month,  Mrs 
Mandela  told  a news  confer- 
ence there  was  no  “credible 
evidence”  to  support  the  alle- 
gations against  her. 

She  said  fee  Proof  of  that  lay 
in  fee  state’s  failure  of  fee 
state  to  prosecute  her.  She  pa- 
raded four  witnesses  who  she 
said  would  dear  her  of  any 
wrong-doing.  But  journalists 
were  not  allowed  to  question 
them. 

The  allegations  against  Mrs 
Mandela  centre  on  fee  activi- 
ties of  a group  known  as  fee 
Mandela  United  Football  dub, 
who  frequented  her  Soweto 
home  in  fee  1980s. 

The  murders  about  which 
Mrs  Mandela  is  being  ques- 
tioned include  fee  killing  of  a 
teenage  activist,  Stompie  Sei- 
peL  The  leader  of  the  ‘‘football 
dab”.  Jerry  Richardson,  serv- 
ing life  for  fee  murder,  is  ex- 
pected to  testify  he  was  acting 
on  Mrs  Mandela's  orders. 

She  has  also  been  accused  of 
having  a Soweto  doctor  killed 
to  cover  up  her  part  In  Sepei's 
murder. 

Added  significance  has  been 
given  to  the  Truth  Commis- 
sion's inquiry  by  the  decision 
of  fee  ANCs  Women's  League 
to  nominate  her  for  the  deputy 
presidency  of  the  ANC  in 
December. 


Rather  than  halting  rave  parties,  the People’s  Armed  Police  owns  the  nightclub  in  Shenzhen  and  has  its  barracks  nearby  photographs:  rchard  jones 

Police  move  to  the  new  beat  of  China’s  rave  scene 


Andrew  Higgins  sees  Yakuza  meeting 
Sgi  Pepper  on  dance  floors  pulsing  to  a 
new  high-decibel  club  sound  in  Shenzhen 


T WAS  China’s  first  truly 
revolutionary  rave.  The 
_ Ministry  of  Sound,  Brit- 
ain’s commissar  of  club  cul- 
ture, provided  fee  music. 
The  Chinese  People’s 
Armed  Police  provided  the 
venue — and  cotton  wool  to 
protect  fee  eardrums  of 
paramilitary  guards  de- 
ployed atop  loudspeakers 
around  fee  halL 
“It  is  a bit  strange  having 
uniformed  security  forces 
on  the  dance  floor,”  said 
Marc  Auerbach,  a 27-year- 
old  disc  jockey  from  Wok- 
ing who  has  been  brought 
in  to  help  introduce  south 
China  to  high-decibel 
clubbing. 


The  People's  Armed 
Police  dressed  up  for  the  oc- 
casion, ffbanging  their  cus- 
tomary olive-green  for  jet 
black  uniforms  with  red 
piping  and  gold  braid.  To 
complete  the  stylishly 
camp  ensemble,  eacb  car- 
ried a telescopic  cattle  prod 
in  a black  leather  sheath- 

“They  look  like  a cross- 
breed of  Yakuza  and  Ser- 
geant Pepper,"  Mr  Auer- 
bach said. 

Outside  the  House  Club 
and  Disco,  formerly  a para- 
military assembly  hail  and 
now  southern  China’s  hot- 
test nightclub,  fee  scene 
was  more  ordinary.  A Brit- 
ish labourer  from  Bong 


Kong  had  collapsed  on  the 
steps  from  the  effects  of  ec- 
stasy. The  drug,  known  in 
Chinese  as  the  “head-nock- 
ing pill”,  is  increasingly  in 
vogue. 

Underwriting  what  has 
been  billed  as  a “cultural 
exchange”  was  fee  ciga- 
rette multinational  British 
American  Tobacco  (BAT), 
which  has  targeted  Chinese 
youth  as  its  most  promising 
future  market.  China  has 
300  minion  smokers.  The 
firm’s  logo  flashed  from 
video  screens  and  dangled 
from  the  (dub's  ceiling. 

The  Ministry  of  Sound  — 
nightclub,  record  label  and 
fashion  house  — had  origi- 
nally hoped  to  take  its  mu- 
sical cult  to  the  capital  Beij- 
ing and  China's  biggest 
city.  Shanghai. 

Rut.  like  many  others  hop- 
ing to  peddle  alien  goods 
and  creeds,  it  has  had  to  con- 


fine itself  to  the  southern 
rim  of  the  country,  perform- 
ing in  Guangzhou  and  the 
squalid  boom  town  of  Shenz- 
hen, next  to  Hong  Kong. 
Shanghai  was  dropped  after 
municipal  ofHHala  balked  at 
fee  BAT  logo. 

More  worrying  to  au- 
thorities is  the  spread  of  il- 
legal addictions.  China  an- 
nounced its  first  ecstasy 
bust  six  months  ago  in 
Shanghai.  Police  have  been 
ordered  to  watch  for  young 
people  wearing  sunglasses 
and  shaking  their  heads. 

Rather  than  halting  rave 
parties,  however,  Chinese 
security  forces  often  spon- 
sor them.  Policing  and 
profit-making  - have 
merged.  In  Shenzhen,  noto- 
rious for  pushy  prostitutes 
and  flashy  fads,  the 
People’s  Armed  Police 
owns  fee  nightclub  and  has 
its  barracks  nearby. 


Jazzy  M introduces  house  music  to  Shenzhen  clubbers 


v—.-.V 
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Putting  off  the  wedding 

Brown  wants  to  change  EMU  even  before  joining 


THE  GOVERNMENT  intends  to  set  the 
agenda  for  the  new  Europe  even  if 
Britain  doesn’t  join  monetary  union  in 
the  first  wave  of  applicants  in  1999. 
Yesterday  Gordon.  Brown  gave  other 
EU  finance  ministers  a taste  of  what  is 
to  come  when  Britain  assumes  the  Pres- 
idency of  Europe  for  six  months  next 
year.  He  urged  them  to  adopt  UK-style 
labour  market  mobility  and  welfare-to- 
work  schemes  as  a sort  of  half  way 
house  between  US  free  markets  and  the 
European  nanny  state.  His  aim  is 
simple:  to  improve  Europe’s  economic 
efficiency  so  as  to  create  the  conditions 
in  which  the  UK  can  join  the  single 
currency  as  soon  as  the  time  is  ripe. 

When  will  that  be?  Some  ministers 
like  Mr  Brown  are  believed  to  favour 
early  entry  while  Mr  Blair  is  more 
sceptical.  Mr  Brown  yesterday  told  fel- 
low EU  finance  ministers  in  Luxem- 
bourg that  it  was  “very  unlikely”  that 
the  UK  would  join  in  1999.  The  problem 
even  for  enthusiasts  is  that  Labour  is 
committed  to  holding  a referendum  be- 
fore irrevocably  committing  itself  to 
snuffing  out  the  pound  note  in  favour  of 
the  euro  — and  opinion  polls  show  that 
most  people  don’t  yet  want  to  join. 
Opinion  could  change  if  the  main  econ- 
omies of  Europe  start  pulling  them- 
selves out  of  the  prolonged  recession  to 
which  they  have  subjected  themselves 
in  an  attempt  to  bring  their  budget 
deficits  down  to  the  Maastricht  level  of 
3 per  cent  of  gross  domestic  product  In , 
the  process  of  doing  this  unemployment 
in  the  EU  has  risen  to  18  million. 

There  are  welcome  signs  that  the  ( 
economies  of  mainland  Europe  are  at  j 
long  last  starting  to  revive  — but  one , 
should  never  underestimate  Europe's 
ability  to  knock  itself  on  the  head.  Take 
last  week  when  Germany  led  the  move 
for  higher  interest  rates  (motivated  by 
the  desire  to  align  European  interest 
rates  ahead  of  next  year’s  establish- 
ment of  the  Central  European  Bank) 


even  though  unemployment  in  Ger- 
many is  still  rising.  If  interest  rates 
continue  to  rise  it  could  clobber  the 
recovery  before  it  has  got  underway. 

Ironically,  Britain,  which  is  coy 
about  joining  EMU,  has  much  stronger 
technical  credentials  than  most  of  the 
euro-enthusiasts . The  latest  progress 
report  on  convergence  released  yester- 
day by  the  Chancellor  shows  that  gov- 
ernment debts  are  forecast  to  be  only 
1.5  per  cent  of  GDP  in  1997/98  — which 
is  well  within  the  three  per  cent  Maas- 
tricht ceiling  that  Fiance,  Germany  and 
Italy  are  struggling  so  painfully  to  get 
under.  It  is  worth  mentioning  that  un- 
reconstructed Old  Labourites  would 
have  argued,  and  not  without  merit, 
that  such  a small  deficit  should  gener- 
ate funds  to  rescue  the  health  service 
from  a winter  crisis  without  endanger- 
ing fiscal  prudence  in  any  way  at  alL 
Those  were  the  days  . . . 

Tony  Blair  is  right  to  delay  joining 
j EMU  until  he  can  be  sure  that  Britain 
won’t  be  sucked  into  Europe’s  jobless- 
ness. As  the  Chancellor  claimed  yester- 
| day,  the  UK  is  heading  for  stable 
growth  in  or  out  of  EMU.  But  prema- 
ture entry  into  EMU  could  jeopardise 
these  prospects.  Meanwhile  there  is  no 
reason  why  Britain  shouldn’t  play  a 
major  inside  role  in  shaping  Europe's 
future  now  we  have  become  a bit  of  a 
role  model  (in  economics  as  well  as 
football).  As  a sign  of  the  genuineness 
of  our  intention  to  join  EMU  when  the 
time  is  ripe,  Mr  Blair  should  encourage 
the  new  euro  to  circulate  in  Britain  as 
an  official  second  currency-  This  would 
enable  all  those  who  want  to  participate 
on  day  one  to  do  so  by,  for  instance, 
putting  their  savings  into  euros  or 
taking  out  a euro-denominated  mort- 
gage and  perhaps  even  being  paid  in 
euros.  It  is  perfectly  possible  for  indi- 
viduals to  adopt  the  euro  even  if  the 
country  as  a whole,  for  very  good 
reasons,  decides  to  bide  its  time. 


Hamilton’s  circus  comes  to  town 

The  former  Member  for  Tatton  is  on  trial:  so  is  Parliament 


A STRANGE  ritual  will  be  played  out  at 
the  House  of  Commons  today.  Neil! 
Hamilton,  erstwhile  Conservative  MP 
for  Tatton,  will  present  himself  before 
the  Standards  and  Privileges  Commit- ! 
tee  and  announce  that  he  is  innocent 
Yes,  again-  His  original  plan,  older, 
readers  will  remember,  was  to  convince 1 
a court  of  law  that  he  was  innocent 
That  plan  failed,  and  so  he  announced 
that  he  would  go  off  and  see  Sir  Gordon  | 
Downey,  the  Parliamentary  Commis- 
sioner for  Standards  and  convince  him  i 
that  he  was  innocent  That  plan  failed, 1 
too.  He  had  a go  with  the  voters  of 
Tatton  to  see  if  they  believed  him.  They  I 
didn’t  So  now  he  has  a day  before  his  ! 
fellow  MPs  to  see  if  he  can  convince  j 
them.  The  pre-publicity  suggests  that  if  | 
he  goes  down  he  plans  to  take  others , 
with  him.  “If  they  want  to  make  this  a , 
circus,"  he  told  one  reporter,  “then 1 
they  have  come  to  the  right  person.’’  He  I 
apparently  intends  to  “name  names" 
and  give  details  of  other  MPs  who  have 
broken  the  Commons  rules.  It  could  end 
up  a spectacular,  three-ringed  circus. 

It  is  slightly  difficult  to  understand 
the  purpose  of  today’s  performance.  Sir 
Gordon  — ably  assisted  by  one  of  the 
sharper  stars  of  the  Bar,  Nigel  Pleming 
QC  — produced  a 900-page  report  which 
was  notably  painstaking  and  fair.  On 
behalf  of  the  Committee  he  took  evi- 
dence from  more  than  60  witnesses, 
held  13  oral  hearings  and  waded 
through  some  14,000  documents.  Every 
scrap  of  evidence  was  meticulously 
scrutinised  and  weighed.  Sir  Gordon 


even  subjected  disputed  documents  to 
forensic  ESDA  testing.  Mr  Hamilton 
himself  submitted  hundreds  of  pages  of 
densely-argued  submissions  and 
counter-submissions  as  well  as  giving 
oral  evidence  for  a day.  At  the  end  of  it 
all  Sir  Gordon  pronounced  that  the 
evidence  that  Mr  Hamilton  had  taken 
sizeable  sums  of  money  from  Moham- 
med A1  Payed  was  “compelling.” 

How  does  the  Committee  imagine  it 
can  better  that  judgment?  A QC  intend- 
ing to  cross-examine  a suspected  liar  in 
such  a case  would  take  six  to  eight 
weeks  to  familiarise  himself  with  every 
last  minutiae  of  the  affair.  Do  members 
of  the  Committee  honestly  think  they 
can  add  to,  or  subtract  from,  the  over- 
whelming verdict  of  the  Downey 
Report?  If  not,  what  explains  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Committee  to  give  Mr  Hamil- 
ton his  day  at  the  circus? 

Whatever  the  thinking,  the  Commit- 
tee must  appreciate  that  Parliament  is 
as  much  on  trial  as  Mr  Hamilton  today. 
MPs  must  realise  that  their  frequent 
lectures  on  the  evils  of  self-regulation 
sit  uneasily  with  today's  proceedings. 
This  whole  affair  was  the  result  of  a 
failure  of  self-regulation.  If  the  Stan- 
dards and  Privileges  Committee  is  to 
have  a future  then  it  must  not  be 
diverted  by  whatever  smoke  Mr  Hamil- 
ton intends  to  blow  in  its  eyes.  It  must 
back  the  considered  judgment  of  the 
man  it  appointed  to  investigate  Mr 
Hamilton.  If  the  former  Tatton  MP 
wants  another  forum  to  hear  Ms  case  , 
he  can  always  try  the  Old  Bailey. 


Shakers  are  not  always  movers 

Blair  arid  Adams  should  be  judged  by  results  not  greetings 


ON  WHAT  OCCASION  does  a Historic 
Handshake  take  place?  At  a Milestone 
Meeting  — where  else?  That  is  how 
yesterday’s  encounter  between  Tony 
Blair  and  Gerry  Adams  was  described, 
to  the  surprise  of  noone  in  the  business. 
Handshakes  have  long  had  a symbolic 
meaning.  Once  it  was  a way  of  demon- 
strating that  neither  participant  was 
about  to  draw  a sword.  Nothing  is  more 
natural  today  than  to  shake  hands  be- 
fore having  a conversation.  And  since 
dialogue  is  what  the  peace  talks  are  all 
about,  should  not  a handshake  between 
Mr  Adams  and  Mr  Blair  be  applauded 
— with  both  hands? 

Yet  it  has  to  be  said  that  the  prece- 
dents in  the  Historic  Handshakes  de- 
partment are  not  encouraging.  The 
most  famous  one  recently  was  between 
Yitzhak  Rabin  and  Yasser  Arafat  on  the 
White  House  Lawn  in  1993,  although 
accounts  differ  as  to  who  moved  first  or 
with  whose  encouragement.  Three 


years  later  there  was  a more  mufQed 
version  between  Mr  Arafat  and  Binya- 
min  Netanyahu.  In  the  catastrophe 
which  the  Middle  East  peace  process 
has  become,  these  handshakes  are  now 
a subject  for  bitter  irony:  rather  than 
become  a source  of  disillusion  they 
would  have  better  been  left  unmade. 

Another  handshake  in  the  same  di- 
saster area  was  the  one  between  Ango- 
la’s President  Jose  Eduardo  dos  Santos 
and  the  rebel  leader  Jonas  Savimbi  in 
1989  which  was  supposed  to  lead  to  a 
political  settlement.  Instead  tens  of 
thousands  more  Angolans  died  while 
Savimbi  reneged  on  the  deal 

The  hands  of  politicians,  as  Dylan 
Thomas  once  observed,  are  not  always 
beneficient  Signing  a paper  they  may 
fell  a city:  signing  a treaty  they  may 
bring  locusts  and  famine.  Perhaps  all 
things  considered  it  would  be  sensible 
to  pay  less  attention  to  their  gestures 
and  more  to  the  results. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


England  v Italy:  the  final  score  ESf 


THE  cowardly  attack  on 
irmnrant  England  fans 

by  Italian  special  police 
was  a beating  waiting  to  hap- 
pen ("Police  waded  in,  hitting 
anyone  and  everyone;  it  was 
brutal”,  October  13). 

Last  Tuesday,  the  press 
printed  verbatim  the  scurri- 
lous press  release  from  the 
[British]  Police  Football  Intel- 
ligence Unit  stating  that  700 
hooligans  would  be  in  Some. , 
This  was  repeated  in  the 1 
Rome  dailies  and  the  mood  , 
among  the  [Italian]  police  was 
one  of  outright  hostility, 
caused  by  this  report 
The  Italians  do  not  under- 
stand the  English  mentality  of 
excessive  drinking  and  mass 
singing,  but  there  was  no  ex- 
cuse for  their  premeditated 
actions.  England  Cans  had 
been  subjected  to  a barrage  of 
attacks  by  Italian  fens  aH  day, 
yet  when  a small  minority 
dared  to  retaliate  inside  the 
ground  the  worst  hooligan  ele- 
ments of  Italy  were  let  loose 
bn  everybody. 

In  the  past,  it  has  been  diffi- 
cult to  defend  some  English 
fans.  However,  on  this  occa- 
sion it  was  easy  as  die  recipi- 
ents were  innocent  men,  some 
with  children  and  women. 

I have  been  in  many  fright- 
ening situations  during  25 
years  following  Arsenal  and 


On  the  record 

ONE  of  the  disadvantages  of 
the  lobby  system,  to 
which  the  Guardian  sub- 
scribes, is  that  people  like 
Peter  Preston  assume  (or  pre- 
tend to  assume)  that  any  anon- 
ymous quote  that  appears  in 
the  press  comes  from  me 
(Sorry  Bernard  — and  you  can 
quote  me,  October  13)- 
As  his  hero  Bernard  Ingham 
would  tell  him,  re-shuffle 
stories  are  a fact  of  life.  Jour- 
nalists write  them,  whether 
we  like  it  or  not  But  of  all  the 
ministers  be  names  as  having 
been  undermined,  he  win  find 
no  journalist  able  to  substanti- 
ate the  claim  that  they  have 
been  undermined  by  me. ’ 

It  may  have  escaped  Peter’s 
notice  that  from  time  to  time, 
sources  other  than  official 
spokesmen  are  quoted  in  the 
press.  And  I hope  it  won’t 
come  as  too  much  of  a shock  if 
I tell  him  that  some  of  his  col- 
leagues invent  quotes  to  back 
up  stories  they  may  be  writ- 
ing: 

Both  practices  would  con- 
tinue regardless  of  whether 
the  lobby  system  existed  or 
not  For  my  part.  I assume 
that  anything  I say  at  my  dally 
briefings  is  effectively  on  the 
record.  Give  or  take  a few  ex- 
pletives, I have  said  nothing 
in  lobby  briefings  I would  not 
be  happy  to  see  In  print 
Alastair  Campbell 
Chief  Press  Secretary. 

10  Downing  Street, 

London  SW1A  2AA. 

Age  and  Delilah 

IF  the  National  Gallery  con- 
cedes (Letters,  October  13) 
that  Samson  and  Delilah  spent 
its  180  years  stay  in  the  Liech- 
tenstein Collection  as  a copy, 
and  that  there  are  "gaps  at  the 
I beginning  and  the  end  of  the 
Lelchtenstein  provenance 
which  make  it  impossible  to 
be  100  per  cent  certain  that 
this  is  the  picture  painted  [by 
Rubens]  for  Rockox”,  a num- 
ber of  questions  arise. 

Why  were  these  problems 
not  acknowledged  at  the  time 
of  the  purchase  in  IS80?  Why 
did  the  gallery's  head  of 
science  claim  in  1983  that  it 
was  Impossible  to  date  the 
wood  panel  backing  when  it 
was  subsequently  dated?  Why 
did  she  claim  that  the  matter 
was  of  no  consequence  any- 
way because  “the  date  and  the 
provenance  of  the  painting  are 
not  In  doubt.” 

Martin  Village. 

Capital  Prints, 

172  Stoke  Newington  Church 
Street,  London  N16. 


ttngiand.  yet  Saturday  eve- 
ning was  possibly  the  worst  I 
have  ever  encountered.  1 was 
proud  to  be  wngtisb  on  Satur- 
day with  their  humour,  com- 
munity gfaging  and  ability  to 
ignore  intense  provocation. 
Colin  Ward. 

(Author,  Steaming  In:  All 
Quiet  On  The  Hooligan  Fftmt). 
Hazelwell,  Guildford  Road, 
Effingham.  Surrey  KT24  5NW. 

■ft  E3NG  an  Italian  I can  only  i 
■dPapologise  for  the  repre- . 
hens ibl  e behaviour  of  the  Ital- 
ian police.  Z therefore  ap- 
plauded David  Mellor’s 
dpwiftrtd  for  an  explanation  of 
the  tactics  employed;  any  self- 
respecting  democrat  would  ap- 
prove the  righteous  indigna- 
tion of  this  football-loving, 
former  Tory  Home  Office 
Minister. 

But  while  we  are  on  the  sub- 
jected: explanations,  perhaps  it 
would  be  an  opportune  mo- 
ment for  Mr  MeDor  to  explain 
the  reasons,  behind  the  police 
charge  at  Orgreave  during  the 
miners’  strike,  the  violent  ba- 
ton charges  against  the  Wap- 
ping  strikers  in  1987,  and  the 
heavy-handed  police  tactics 
employed  against  poll  tax  pro- 
testers in  Trafalgar  Square. 

Joe  Vitagllmio. 

79  Farm  Holt,  New  Ash  Green, 
Longfield,  Rent  DAS  8QB. 


PERHAPS  David  Mellor 
could  suggest  to  Tony 
Ranks  the  very  same  tactics 
his  go  vemment  applied:  ie  the 
refusal  to  allow  the  movement 

afdtlzens  from  one  part  of  the 
country  to  another  if  they  be- 
lieve they  are  going  to  act  in  a 
winnner  likely  to  result  hi 
breach  of  the  peace. 

Garaxd  FrieL 
3Kirkton, 

Old  Kilpatrick,  , 

Dunbartonshire  GOO  5JL  | 

IT  appears  to  me  that  sec- 
tions of  the  Italian  police 
had  consulted  the  Mefs  hand- 
bode  on  crowd  control  under 
the  sub-section  Offensive 
Action. 

John  Bailey. 

8 Brandon  Mews, 

Barbican,  London  EG2Y  8BE. 

ON  the  occasion  of  the  Hey- 
sel  tragedy  in  1985,  the 
Belgian  police  were  blamed 
for  being  too  relaxed  in  their 
approach  to  the  Liverpool 
fans.  The  Italian  police  are. 
therefore  to  be  congratulated 
rather  than  castigated.  When 
will  people  understand  that 
fee  only  way  to  deal  with  fas- 
cists is  to  clobber  them. 

Walter  Calms. 

Broomhurst  Hall, 

836  Wflmslow  Road, 

Manchester  M20  8RP. 


iVlHERE  are  times  when  I 
1 despair  of  writers  on 
Wngiiah  football  and  their  In- 
ability to  resist  the  lure  of  vio- 
lence. David  Lacey  (Set  square 
for  France,  Sport,  October  13) 
refers  to  the  disturbances  as 
•‘skirmishes  on  the  sidelines”. 
He  then  refers  to  the  uWeQln- 
tonian”  performance  of  the 
England  players. 

Such  tired  old  military  cli- 
ches (not  a mlllioa  miles  away 
from  the  “two  world  wars  and 
one  World  Cup”mentality) 
reinforce  the  view  that  some 

Rnglnnd  farm  regard  England 

games  not  as  games  of  foot- 
ball, but  as  a chance  to  relive 
England's  past  imperial  glo- 
ries. Such  a reputation  must 
be  at  least  partly  responsible 
for  the  reactioa  of  the  Italian 
authorities.  Why  can’t  you 
people  grow  up  and  stop  play- 
ing little  boy  soldiers? 

Andrea  Sard. 

Westcliff-on-Sea, 

Essex. 

IN  reading  'abouir  the  'prob- 
lems of  football  fans  in 
Rome,  it  is  worth  remember- 
ing that  chariot  racing  was 
harmed  in  Pompei  for  20  years 
because  of  rioting  on  the 
terraces. 

D D R WUUams. 

69  Cherry  Grove, 

Swansea  SA2  8AU. 
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This  sceptre’d  (single  sex)  isle 

HELENA  Smith  may  be  j scantily-clad  tourists.  Perto 
being  unduly  pessimistic  i there  is  a greater  wUUngn 


I I being  unduly  pessimistic 
about  the  reticence  of  the 
monks  of  Mount  Athos  to 
share  their  Byzantine  trea- 
sures with  the  outside  world- 
(Men  without  women,  G2,  Oc- 
tober 10). 

Last  month,  I was  on  the 
Ayios  Nicholaos  boat  trip  to 
see  the  monasteries  when  we 
dropped  anchor  and  were 
boarded  by  a monk  from  Gri- 
goriou  Monastery.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  display  and  explain 
some  treasures  to  a party  of 
Greek  schoolgirls  and  their 
(female)  teachers  before  offer- 
ing a benediction.  1 

At  no  point  did  he  seem  con- 
cerned to  be  surrounded  by 
women,  or  by  the  presence  of  | 


scantDy-dad  tourists.  Perhaps 
there  is  a greater  willingness 
to  share  after  alL 
Vee  Martin. 

34  Gale, 

Littleborough,  Lancs. 

A A/HY  is  it 'that  feminists 
V V like  Helena  Smith  have  a 
compulsive  desire  to  invade 
every  male-only  space.  Monas- 
teries, like  convents,  are,  by 
their  nature,  single-sex  insti- 
tutions where  the  contempla- 
tive life  is  not  distracted  by 
the  ways  and  wiles  of  the  op- 
posite sex.  Does  she  advocate 
that  convents  should  be  in- 
vaded by  men? 

Rhys  Ah  Ells. 

14  Rhes-y-Twnnel, 

Casnewydd,  Gwent  NP9  4BT. 


Press  trust  ( Hi  of  the  dead 


VJMHILE  arguing  for  greater 
■W  privacy  (Hitting  the  edi- 1 
tors,  October  13),  David  Bar- 
clay tells  us:  “The  press  can 
only  retain  its  effectiveness  if 
it  can  retain  public  trust"  Mr 
Barclay  and  his  twin,  Freder- 
ick, live  in  tax  exile  on  the 
Channel  Island  of  Brecqhou. 
They  own  the  Scotsman,  the 
only  British  newspaper  to  run 
a photograph  of  Princess  Di- 
ana’s crash  in  Paris  when  the 
nation  was  still  in  mourning. 

They  also  own  an  Indirect 
stake  in  the  National  En- 
quirer. That  magazine  issued 
a statement  after  her  death: 
"We  apologise  for  the  Princess 
Diana  headline  Dl  Goes  Sex 
Mad  . . . that  Issue  was  locked 
up  before  her  death.” 

The  twins  are  currently 
suing  my  newspaper,  the  Ob- 
server, and  I for  breach  of  pri- 
vacy In  a French  court  for  an 
article  written  about  their 
business  Interests.  The  public 
will  never  trust  the  press  If  its 
owned  by  billionaires  who 
allow  one  thing  to  happen  and 
say  another. 

The  twins  should  sell  their 
stake  or  shut  up. 

John  Sweeney. 

London  SWia. 


VfOUR  eulogistic  obituary 
I for  Michael  Cummings 
(October  U)  was  undeserved. 
Cummings  reserved  his  most 
corrosive  bile  for  trade  union- 
ists, gays,  blacks  and  women. 
He  regarded  working-class 
people,  and  Irish  working 
people  in  particular,  as  sub- 1 
humans  with  a questionable  1 
right  to  live  ataDL  He  invari- 
ably drew  them  as  apes,  with 
beetling  brows,  long  upper 
Ups,  stooped  over  in  an  ape- 
like crouch,  with  facial  ex- 
pressions of  moronic  threat 
He  believed  that  the  Race 
Relations  Act  was  an  art  of 
treason,  and  never  missed  an 
opportunity  to  lambast  those 
whose  only  crime  was  to  try  to 
counteract  the  poison  of  racial 
hatred. 

Keith  Ackermann. 

4Dryden  Place, 

TDsbury,  Essex  RMIB  &HQ. 

I’M  sorry  to  read  that  Cum- 
mings’s views  were  his  own. 
rather  than  those  of  his  editor 
or  proprietor,  rd  rather  think 
of  him  as  a whore  than  a bigot 
David  Page. 

Redenhall  Cottage, 

RedenhaU  Road, 

Starston,  Norfolk  ZP20  9NT 


Northern  lights 

AT  a time  when  a novelist’s 
job  is  to  promote  his  own 
new  book  and  his  originality, 
Phil  Daoust  should  know  bet- 
ter than  to  ask  him  about  his 
fellow  writers  (What’s  the 
smallest  book  in  Britain? 
Great  Mancunian  novelists, 
G2,  October  13). 

A large  number  of  novel- 
ists,  many  of  them  nation*! 
names,  are  working  in  Man- 
chester at  this  time:  award- 
winning and  literary  writers 
such  as  Livi  Michael,  Jane 
Rogers,  Richard  Francis. 
Charlotte  Cory,  Carl  Tighe, 
Michael  Schmidt,  Fete  Kalu, 
Adele  Geras  and  Trevor 
Hoyle,  as  well  as  highly-suc- 
cessful  populists  such  as 
Sherry  Ashworth,  Val  McDer- 
mid,  Cath  Staindiffe.  Phil  Ca- 
veney  and  Nicholas  Blincoe;  I 
while  several  newcomers  are  , 
doing  ground-breaking  work  1 
on  the  short  story. 

This  is  not  to  mention  the 
playwrights  (too  numerous) 
nurtured  by  BBC  Radio  Man- 
chester and  North-West  Play- 
wrights' Workshops,  or  even 
to  get  started  on  the  Sophie 
Hannahs  and  Jeffrey  Wain- 
wrights  of  the  poetry  world. 
Elizabeth  Baines. 

Coeditor. 

Metropolitan. 

19  Victoria  Avenue. 

Manchester  M20  2GY. 


A Country  Diary 


I ready  achieved  much  of  its 
constitutional  agenda  but 
Tony  Blair  shouldn't  mistake 
“good  will’1  for  acquiescence 
to  everything  he  does  as  the 
electoral  commission  pre- 
pares to  commence  its  delib- 
erations on  electoral  reform 
for  future  Westminister  elec- 
tions (Blair  faces  poll  revolt, 
October  18). 

The  Australian  Alternative 
Vote  system,  which  he  is 
reported  as  supporting,  might 
in  the  short-term  achieve 
party  unity:  but  its  inclusion 
in  the  referendum  ballot  as 
the  only  runner  against  first- 
past-the-post  will  make  a 
mockery  of  John  Smith’s 
promise  that  a future  Labour 
government  would  enable  the 
nation  to  have  a democratic 
decision  about  how  it  elects 
Members  of  Parliament 
The  alternative  vote  is  not 
proportional  in  any  sense  and 
would  underline  the  unfair- 
ness of  the  current  system  in 
giving  the  “winning”  political 
party  an  even  larger  parlia- 
mentary majority  than  die 
Government  enjoyed  on  May  L 
We  shall  insist  on  a thor- 
ough debate  about  the  elec- 
toral characteristics  and  mer- 
its of  proportional  systems 
such  as  the  Additional  Mem- 
ber System  and  the  Single 
Transferable  Vote,  which  is 
already  In  use  in  Northern 
Ireland. 

Richard  Denton-White. 
(Member,  Speakers’  Panel, 
Electoral  Reform  Society). 

18  Newington  Green, 

London  NIB  9PU. 

DENNIS  Skinner  and  Diane 
Abbott  are  crazy  to  object 
to  proportional  representa- 
tion. Electoral  reform  would 
allow  the  hard  left  to  win 
seats  in  the  British  and  Euro- 
pean parliaments  without 
having  to  stand  under  the 
New  Labour  banner.  They 
could  stick  to  their  principles 
and  Mr  Blair  could  sleep  eas- 
ier In  his  bed  — a “win  win” 
scenario. 

As  for  the  Labour  Cam- 
paign for  Electoral  Reform  op- 
posing a list  system  in  the 
Euro  elections,  the  mind 
boggles.  When  are  the  ano- 
raks going  to  realise  that  any 
proportional  system  is  better 
than  first-past-the-post?  Un- 
less they  grow  up  and  stop  ar- 
guing amongst  themselves, 
there’s  no  chance  of  ever  win- 
ning a referendum  for  PR  at 
Westminster. 

Phil  Woodford. 

Flat  2, 

62  Tollington  Park, 

London  N4  3RA. 

We  do  not  publish  Jettera  where 
only  an  e-mail  address  Is 
supplied;  please  Include  a full 
postal  address.  Shorter  letters 
are  mare  likely  to  appear 


CHESHIRE:  At  the  pre-ar- 
I ranged  time  of  8am,  I joined  a 
colleague  at  the  top  of  the  old 
rePnse  tip  on  the  edge  of  the 
moss.  He  was  already  scan- 
ning the  sky  through  binocu- 
lars; we  were  there  as  part  of 
the  Cheshire  and  Wirrel  Orni- 
thological Society  migration 
day  watch.  The  former  tip 
had  been  landscaped  some 
years  ago  and  was  now  an 
area  of  rough  grassland  and 
shrubs  where  two  or  three 
pairs  of  skylarks  bred  each 
year.  From  the  peak  of  this 
huge  covered  mound  the 
views  were  panoramic  and  an 
Ideal  spot  from  which  to 
watch  and  record  the  move- 
ments of  any  migrating  birds. 
The  weather  was  not  encour- 
aging — dull  and  overcast 

with  occasional  drizzle but 

the  wind  was  light  and  it  was 
reasonably  warm. 

For  the  next  two  and  a half 
hours,  our  eyes  were  glued  to 
the  sky,  where  there  was  little 
evidence  of  migration,  and,  of 
the  20  species  recorded,  only 
the  group  of  some  40  house 


martins  that  lingered  i 
minutes  over  the  trees 
us,  were  true  migrants, 
came  the  shock  of  a 
watching  lifetime.  Ove 
shrubs  about  20  feet  an 
bird  suddenly  appear* 
was  grey,  with  long,  na 
i aneted  wings,  which  qi 
droppdd  into  the  long 
when  it  saw  us.  My  coll 
and  I looked  at  each  oti 
dis  wUef;  it  was  a skua. 

After  a half  hour  of 
scrutiny  and  frantic  not 
hag.  we  agreed  that  it 
only  be  a juvenile  long- 
is  a rare  bi 
the  uk  even  in  its  usua 
roundings,  far  out  at  & 
autumn  migration 
breeding  grounds  to  the 
1 w Juvenile  plumage 
tod  yet  grow] 
feai 

tram  which  the  species 
its  name;  but  to  theair, 
it  eyentuaUy  moved  on.  1 
an  the  grace  and  elegan 
an  adult  A five-star  da 
the  diary! 

JMTHOMI 
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welcome. 

The  period  of  mourn - 
mg  would  appear  to  be 
mtr»  9r‘ A *****  oTtbe 

HBC  s commemorative 
Princess  Diana  funeral 

video  was  on  offer  last 
££2®?.*  Addenbrokes 

Hospital  in  Cambridge  . 
at  a car  boot  sale. 

A MOST  enticmgpartv 
invitation  has  ar- 
rived. It  is  to  Peter 
au-ingfellow's  57th  birth- 
day bash,  held  this  Friday 
at  his  gorgeous  club.  Dis- 
turbed  by  the  dress  code  — 
“Fun.  Sexy  and  OTT!" — I 
call  Stringy's  mate  Terry 
Major-Ball  for  guidance . . . 
but  Terry  has  not  received' " 
an  invite.  *Tm  not  really 
one  for  indulging  in  fancy 
dress,  so  perhaps  that's  why 
Peter  hasn  't  asked  me.” 
says  Terry,  bravely.  “Al- 
though I did  once  dress  up 
in  a Red  Indian  headdress  so 
I’m  loosening  up  a little. 
They’re  very  heavy,  yon 
know.  1 don’t  know  how 
they  went  into  battle  wear- 
ing them.” 

CUTLERY  vandal  Uri 
Geller  takes  credit  for 
England's  draw  in 
Rome,  telling  the  Mirror 
that  he  gave  one  player  a 
special  crystal  “which  he 
placed  in  a special  spot  dur- 
ing thje  game" . How  splen- 
did. And  what  luck  for 
Readjpg.  his  local  elub.  that 
Uri  does  this  sort  of  thing 
before  every  game,  or  the 
Division  One  club  might  not 
have  soared  to  17th. 


Police  march  over 
the  Straw  barricade 


Commentary 


Hugo 

Young 


N 


OW  that  Jack  Straw 
is  Home  Secretary, 
and  no  longer  a wan- 
nabe  trailing  deferen- 
nally  m the  wake  of  Michael 
Howard,  he  has  re-discovered 
a few  of  the  decencies  that  are 
supposed  to  distinguish  pro- 
gressive from  conservative 
politicians.  On  immigration 
he  instituted  a more  liberal 
regime,  on  asylum  he  set  up  a 
review,  and  in  well-publicised 
individual  cases  he  has 
gained  credit  for  humanity,  at 
zero  political  cost  He  has  algo 
been  lucky.  His  first  five 
months  in  the  job  have  been 
marked  by  no  prison  distur- 
bances or  other  political  con- 
vulsions he  can’t  control. 

But  now  comes  another 
test  It  Is  on  ground  where  he 
performed  with  the  most  ab- 
ject discredit  in  opposition. 
Under  Howard's  Police  Bill, 
the  police  were  given  unfet- 
tered powers  of  intrusive  sur- 
veillance whenever  they 
thought  it  necessary  in  the  de- 
tection of  serious  crime.  The 
bugging  of  private  houses,  of- 
fices and  hotel  rooms,  the 
burglarising  of  desks,  files, 
tapes,  all  would  be  permitted 
on  the  say-so  of  a Chief  Con- 
stable. Straw,  running 
Labour  policy,  not  only  ac- 


cepted this  perfect  authoritar- 
ian construct  but  fought  tena- 
ciously to'  stop  anyone,  no- 
tably his  own  and  the  Liberal 
Democrat  peers,  from  touch' 
ing  a particle  of  its  exquisite 
beauty. 

He  was,  however,  defeated. 
Ho  thanks  to  him,  the  public 
interest  was  significantly  ad- 
vanced by  the  insertion  of  ju- 
dicial commissioners.  A 
judge’s  permission  would  be 
needed  before  the  police  could 
use  the  power.  Coming  at  the 
tail-end  of  the  Major  govern- 
ments life,  the  Bill  got  Into 
timetable  difficulties,  which 
gave  the  Lib  Dem  peers  the 
power  to  stop  It.  In  order  to 
forestall  that.  Straw,  under 
extreme  pressure,  entered  a 
compact  with  Howard  to  ad- 
mit the  judges  he  had  previ- 
ously opposed:  which  did  not 
prevent  him  from  subse- 
quently pretending,  with 
brazen  duplicity,  that  it  was 
the  Labour  Party  that  had 
come  to  the  rescue  of  civil 
liberties! 

The  Police  Act  is  now 
Straw's  to  administer.  In 
August,  when  most  people 
were  on  holiday,  he  pub- 
lished, as  the  Act  required,  a 
draft  code  of  practice  describ- 
ing how  the  police  would  be- 
have in  the  real  surveillance 
world.  Any  responses  had  to 
be  returned  within  six  weeks. 
They  have  not  been  happy. 
What  the  code  expresses  is  a 
Home  Office  philosophy 
which  seems  singularly  im- 
mune to  caring  and  princi- 
pled Mew  Labourism. 

The  major  flaw  in  the  sur- 
veillance regime  remains. 
Though  the  concept  of  prior 
approval  by  judges  was  forced 


into  the  Bill,  an  exception  was 
made  for  cases  of  "urgency”, 
which  need  be  approved  only 
after  the  surveillance  has 
commenced.  There  is  some- 
thing deeply  fishy  here. 
Pretty  well  all  this  surveil- 
lance Is  supposed  to  be  ex- 
tremely urgent.  That  was  the 
argument  made,  by  both 
Straw  and  Howard,  through- 
out the  period  when  they 
were  fighting  to  exclude  the 
Judges,  who,  it  was  said, 
would  be  both  ignorant  of 
police  necessities  and  an  im- 
pediment to  the  lightning 
speed  at  which  the  work 
needed  to  be  done. 

But  once  the  judges  were  in 
the  statute,  the  argument 
changed.  Suddenly,  urgency 
became  the  exception  not  the 
rule,  and  the  reserve  power 
would  be  needed  only  in  rare 
cases.  Given  the  picture  of  ur- 
gency that  was  originally  cre- 
ated. this  is  hard  to  accept 
and  its  credibility  is.  rendered 
no  greater  by  the  failure  of 
the  code  of  practice  to  elabo- 
rate what,  in  practice,  "ur- 
gency" is  supposed  to  mean. 
The  loop-hole  remains.  It  is 
large,  calculated,  and  shows 
no  break  between  the  Howard 
and  the  Straw  years.  The  code 
makes  no  effort  to  close  it. 

The  code  also  creates  a spa- 
cious escape-route  of  its  own. 
The  principle  on  which  the 
Lib  Dems,  with  help  from  the 
Law  Lords,  generated  enough 
steam  to  amend  the  Bill  — 

that  an  Englishman's  home, 
essentially,  Is  his  castle  — 
turns  out  not  to  apply  If  the 
dwelling  is  rented.  Unless  the 
code  is  amended,  all  these 
scrutinies  and  permissions 
will  not  apply  if  the  police  get 


the  authority  of  the  owner  to 
enter  the  building.  Access  to 
hotel  rooms  win  be  available 
simply  by  pressuring  the 
hotel-manager,  acting  on  the 
owner’s  behalf  As  for  dwell- 
ings, the  law  of  landlord-and- 
tenant  is  a dense  thicket  of 
complications,  but  the  best 
advice  obtained  by  Justice 
and  Liberty,  the  two  bodies 
that  did  most  to  phaflpngp  the 
Police  Bill  ftam  the  begin- 
ning, Is  that  police- intruders 
will  either  be  committing  un- 
lawful trespass,  or  be  free  to 
evade  prior  judicial  scrutiny 
merely  by  getting  permission 
from  the  landlord. 

There  is  more.  The  simple 
consent  of  the  owner  can,  the 
proposed  words  imply,  wipe 
away  the  rights  of  anyone 
working  in  tenanted  build- 
ings. Such  is  the  range  of 
openings  provided  for  by  the 
code  that  even  confidential 
meetings  between  lawyer  and 
client,  a category  whose 


State  power  tends 
to  be  exercised  up 
to  the  outer  limit  of 
what  the  written 
law  permits 


special  protection  was  suc- 
cessfully extracted  Stem  How- 
ard, could  be  bugged  without 
judicial  authorisation.  In  all 
these  cases,  additionally,  the 
surveillance  Is  likely  to  fell 
foul  of  Article  8 of  the  Euro- 
pean Convention  on  Human 
Rights.  It  is  already  well  es- 
tablished that  intrusion  with- 
out  safeguards  breaches  the 
ECHR:  a convention,  by  the 
way,  which  Straw  will  soon 
be  responsible  for  incorporat- 
ing into  British  domestic  law. 

One  cannot  argue  — no- 
body has  — that  the  police 
don't  occasionally  need  to  de- 
ploy intrusive  surveillance  to 
catch  serious  criminals. 
Though  bugging  win  always 
be  offensive,  terrorism  and 
drug-running  are  for  more  so. 
The  issue  is:  in  precisely 
what  circumstances,  and 


under  what  protections 
should  this  ginigfgr  activity* 
which  is  open  to  greet  abuw* 
be  permitted?  The  code  <* 
practice  blithely  spells  opt 

the  rights  of  complainants, 
the  better  to  shore  up  the  im- 
pression of  a legal  frame- 
work. But  since  the  essence 
surveillance  is  that  whether 
licit  or  illicit  it  is  done  with- 
out the  subject  knowing  any- 
thing about  it  from  wham  are 
these  complaints  expected  to 
come? 

What  matters  is  to  create 
proper  protections  in  the  fires 
place.  Other  countries  do  it 
In  the  US.  even  an  exemption 
for  national  security  fails 
under  scrutiny  of  the  court 
Justice  studied  seven  juris- 
dictions comparable  to  the 
British,  in  which  no  incom- 
patibility was  seen  to  exist  be- 
tween crime  and  en- 

suring a thorough  judicial 
overview  of  the  intrusive  ac- 
tivities of  policemen.  At  the 
very  least  section  2(1)  of  the 
draft  code,  providing  for  prop- 
erty owners  to  give  consents 
that  override  the  rights  of 
their  tenants,  should  be 
removed,  and  the  remit  of  the 
judges  extended  to  include  all 
targets  for  intrusive  surveil- 
lance. Better,  the  "urgency” 
exemption  should  be  defined 
out  of  existence.  This  de- 
pends, however,  entirely  on 
Straw.  The  Commons  will  ap- 
prove any  code  he  writes,  and 
traditionally  the  Lords  never 
oppose  secondary  legislation, 
which  is  what  this  would  be. 
Decision,  like  debate,  submits 
itself  to  the  great  leap  forward 
of  May  L 

No  doubt  we  will  hear  a lot 
about  trust  no  senior  police- 
man would  abuse  his  power, 
and  the  Home  Secretary 
would  never  let  him.  I don' 
think  anyone  should  believe 
this.  It  is  a truth,  of  universal 
application,  that  state  power 
tends  to  be  exercised  up  to  the 
outer  limit  of  what  the  writ- 
ten law  permits,  and  some- 
times beyond  it  That's  what 
judges  are  there  to  monitor 
and.  when  called  on.  to  pre- 
vent. Does  Home  Secretory 
Straw  believe  that  certain 
rights  are  fundamental?  This 
is  the  first  test 


T 

TLE  phone  rings.  It's 
Terry  Major-Ball. 

*|Are  you  psychic?"  he 
asks,  in  wonderment  “The 
invitejfrom  Peter  has  Just 
arrived.  I think  E will  go 
after  ill;  the  dress  code  is 
prob&ly  optional — there’ll 
be  lou  of  people  dressed 
normklly,  like  me.’’  Terry 
expels  a lively  evening 
(“There  are  always  lots  of 
very  lice  young  ladies  at 
Peters  club”),  and  Is  look- 
ing forward  to  the  change  of 
pacej"l  lead  a very  quiet  life 
thesi  days,"  he  explains. 
“I*vtjust  laid  a new  carpet 
in  tty  back  room  . . . only 
an  ordinary  carpet  but  it’s 
brigttened  up  the  room. 
And’ve  put  in  a low  TV 
uniland  moved  the  telly  to 
ano|her  corner  of  the  room 
whe-e  it’s  more  wateb- 
abU"  Until  Friday. 
tbei,  we  bid  each  other 
adiju. 


| AD  old  haddock  she 
i may  be,  but  Lady 
J Thatcher  still  has 
lence.  At  Blackpool’s 
iai  hotel  last  week, 
i Duncan  was  over- 
J talking  with  Trish 
Jleman.  interviews 
• for  Sky’s  political  edi- 
lAdam  Boulton,  who  was 
?r  to  get  hold  of  the  Tory 
Jer.  Little  Duncan,  ween- 
; of  spin  doctors,  was  not 
jig  helpful  when  up 
> staircase  there  wafted 
atch-  Mr  Duncan  intro- 
|ccd  them,  and  when 
ish  bemoaned  her  failure 
_ j the  interview.  Lady  T 
|i'd  what  a pity  this  was, 
ice  she  rated  Sky’s  pollti- 
j coverage  most  highly, 
iddenly.  Mr  Duncan  scut- 
;d  off  into  his  leader’s 
jom.  swiftly  emerging  to 
iv  the  interview  wason 
ter  all.  Perhaps  Mr  Dun* 
in  has  not  been  told  of  his 
irty’s  fresh  start. 

1AM  sad  to  learn  of  the 

sudden  death  of  John 
Denver.  “I’m  leaving  on 
I a jet  plane,”  he  sang  in  one 
ofhi$  hits.  “Don’t  know  if 

rUbe  back  again.’’ 


Sleaze  goes  Irish. 


With  Ulster  once  again  under 
scrutiny,  John  Mullin  argues 
that  political  scandals  in  the 
Republic  cannot  be  overlooked 


with 


S TONY  Blair 
shook  Gerry 
Adams’s  hand  yes- 
terday in  the  lat- 
est attempt  to  deal 
Ulster's  “Irish  dimen- 
sion'.  the  Unionists  were  on 
the  look-out  for  additions  to 
their  growing  list  of  southern 
Irish  politicians’  sleazy  misde- 
meanours. The  two  phenom- 
ena are  connected.  Hardly  a 
day  seems  to  pass  in  Dublin 
without  a fledgling  scandal 
bubbling  away,  soon  to  be  pro- 
pelled on  to  the  front  pages. 

It  would  be  easy  to  draw  the 
conclusion  that  Ireland  is  a 
hive  of  corruption,  and  to 
watch  the  consequent  politi- 
cal point-scoring  from  the 
sidelines  with  a detached 
sense  of  amusement  Such  a 
detachment  would  be  wrong. 

Politics  in  the  Repuhlic  can 
no  longer  be  regarded  as  a 
diverting  sideshow.  Just  as 
the  Irish  government  is  pre- 
paring to  play  a bigger  role  in 
the  affairs  in  Northern  Ire- 
land, so  it  must  realise  that 
there  are  those  in  Northern 


Ireland  on  the  look-out  for 
every  mistake. 

Unionists  are,  as  for  as  poli- 
ticians go,  pretty  upstanding. 
So  they  take  some  glee  in 
1 toting  the  embarrassments 
which  have  engulfed  politi- 
cians from  the  Republic.  It 
offers  them  some  mileage  in 
warning  voters  what  In- 
creased Irish  interference  in 
Ulster  might  mean. 

They  never  had  much  time 
for  Fianna  Fail,  the  main 
party  in  the  minority  coaltion. 
Its  pro-republican  genesis  was 
unsavoury  enough;  its  in- 
volvement in  the  arms  trial  in 
1970.  when  three  ministers 
were  acquitted  on  what  were 
effectively  gun-running 
charges,  beyond  the  pale  (the 
weapons  ended  up  with  the 
IRA).  It  hardly  helped  that  one 
of  the  defendants  to  the  case 
was  Charles  Haugbey,  who 
later  became  Taoiseach.  He 
was  one  of  the  Republic's 
most  venerated  politicians. 
Unionists  saw  in  him  every- 
thing they  feared  and  de- 
tested. Imagine  the  glee,  then. 


when  it  emerged  this  year 
that  Haugbey  had  accepted  a 
secret  £L3  million  payment 
from  Ben  Dunne,  formerly 
chairman  of  a stores  group. 
What  pleased  them  even  more 
was  that  he  was  caught  out 
lying  about  it. 

Bertie  Ahem,  the  current 
Taoiseach,  always  had  his 
work  cut  out  in  convincing 
Unionists  of  Fianna  Fall's 
good  intentions.  Articles  of 
the  constitution,  laying  terri- 
torial claim  to  the  Six 
Counties,  are  problem 
enough. 


T 


HE  HAUGHEY 
scandal  has  been 
followed  by  the  de- 
mise of  Ray  Burke, 
who  resigned  last 
week  as  minister  for  foreign 
affairs.  He  quit  just  as  he  was 
about  to  lead  the  Irish  delega- 
tion as  all-party  talks  on 
Northern  Ireland's  future 
finally  got  under  way. 

Burke  had  infuriated 
Unionists  at  Stormont  They 
saw  Sinn  Fein  winning  con- 
cessions, and  thought  he  was 
putting  pressure  on  Mo  Mow- 
lam, the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Northern  Ireland,  to  get  them. 
More:  he  bad  told  the  Belfast 
Telegraph  unequivocally  “I 
am  a Republican.'’  That  was  a 
departure  from  the  even- 
handed  approach  the  British 


government 

maintain. 


has  striven  to 


Burke  quit  because  he  was 
unable  to  shake  off  allegations . 
of  financial  impropriety.  He 
vehemently  denies  any 
wrong-doing. 

He  admits  taking  £30,000  in 
cash  packed  into  two  brown 
envelopes  from  a builder  who 
called  at  his  home,  north  of 
Dublin.  The  gift  was  unsolic- 
ited. No  favours  were  asked, 
he  says.  None  was  given. 

Allegations  that,  three  days 
before  the  money  was  handed 
over,  two  builders  had  ex- 
changed a letter  which 
referred  to  procuring  plan- 
ning permission  were  Burke’s 
undoing.  Both  the  builders 
were  at  the  meeting  when  the 
money  was  handed  over. 

Mr  Ahem  announced  a Ju- 
dicial inquiry,  while  the  Irish 
electorate,  less  dazzled  by  its 
politicians  than  in  the  past, 
made  it  dear  it  disbelieved 
his  explanations.  His  fete  was 
sealed  when  details  of  an  un- 
connected affair  were  leaked. 

His  role  in  passing  over  11 
passports  to  a wealthy  Saudi 
Arabian  banker  for  guaran- 
tees of  £20  million  investment 
in  the  Irish  economy  was  in- 
nocent, he  says.  The  sale  of 


passports  in  Ireland,  Incredi- 
bly, has  long  been  govern- 
ment policy. 

But  if  Unionists  have  little 


time  for  the  foibles  of  Fianna 
Flail,  they  have  hardly  been 
felling  over  themselves  to 
chum  up  to  Fine  Gael.  Its 
founders  accepted  the  parti- 
tion of  Ireland.  Along  with 
Haughey,  Michael  Lowry,  the 
former  agriculture  minister 


under  the  Fine  Gael  adminis- 
tration, is  to  face  a judicial 
tribunal.  He  received  £300,000 
from  Mr  Dunne. 

Ahem,  growing  exasper- 
ated with  John  Bruton,  Che 
Fine  Gael  leader,  over  his 
pressure  on  the  Burke  affair, 
told  him  he  could  name  nine 
politicians  on  his  side  who 
had  accepted  cash  in  question- 
able circumstances.  He  has 
not  done  so,  but  Bruton  cer- 
tainly looked  worried.  Dunne, 
meanwhile,  is  hinting  that 
there  were  others  who  bene- 
fited. from  his  largesse. 

There  is,  too,  the  small  mat- 
ter of  £38  million  held  in  off- 
shore funds,  which  were  run 
by  Haughey’s  late  accountant 
They  were  discovered  during 
the  investigations  which  iden- 
tified the  Dunne  payment  No 
one  knows  who  benefited  from 
them  or  whose  money  it  was. 
No  one  in  political  circles 
seems  over-keen  to  find  out 

There  is,  ironically,  a wind 
of  change  in  Irish  politics:  the 
old  guard  is  gradually  being 
Swept  away.  But  1997  has 
proved  a bad  year. 


...  and  pops  up  again  at  home 


David  Hencke 


TODAY  is  positively  the 
last  appearance  of  Par- 
liament’s Mr  Punch. 
Neil  Hamilton  — the  ex- 
minister,  ex-MP.  ex-Conser- 
vative  Party  member,  ana 
ex-consultant  to  Moham> 
med  al  Payed  (undeclared) 

— finally  gets  his  only  day 
in  court 

Sadly,  like  many  of  ™* 
recent  events  in  his  rum- 
bustious life.  It  has  come 
too  late.  Today,  at  a com- 
mittee hearing,  the  former 
Tattoo  MP  dares  to  attempt 


unpel- 

:Gor- 


Hng”  judgment  of  Sir  - Gor- 
don Downey,  the  Parlia- 
mentary Commissioner  for 
Standards,  that,  among 
other  malpractices,  he  took 
some  £25,000  in  used  fifties 
from  top  people’s  store 
owner,  Mr  al  Fayed. 

. As  recently  as  six  months 
ago,  the  man  whose  name 
has  become  a byword  for 
jiflare  might  have  had  a 
dim  chance  with  the  then 
Tory-dominated  Standards 
and  Privileges  Committee, 
led  by  the  ultimate  In  fair- 
ness, Tony  Newton,  a mem- 
ber of  a Cabinet  that  had 
more  than  bent  over  back- 
wards to  give  him  the  bene- 
fit of  the  doubt. 

He  also  had  the  formal 
hacking  of  John  Major,  the 
solid  support  of  Tatton 
house  gnest  and  cabinet 
minister  Michael  Portillo: 
the  passionate  admiration 
of  onetime  dinner  compan- 
ion Lady  Thatcher,  the 
tong-standing  friendship  of 


former  partner  in  libel, 
Gerald  Howarth  MP,  and  of 
course,  the  ever  shrill, 
loyal  voice  of  his  wife,  Ritz 
dinner  partner  and  secre- 
tary, Christine. 

We  now  know  that  only 
the  last  two,  Howarth  and 
Christine,  are  his  faithful 
friends.  Major  has  admit- 
ted, like  nearly  everyone 
else  in  Britain,  to  cheering 
at  Hamilton’s  election  de- 
feat by  BBC  war  correspon- 
dent, Martin  Bell.  Lady 
Thatcher  recently  cut  Ham- 
ilton dead  when  he  and 
Christine  arrived  late  for 
one  of  her  £50,00fia-tixne 
lectures;  and  last  week, 
Portillo,  too,  jumped  ship. 

His  Tory  conference 
speech  thoroughly  tra- 
duced Neil  Hamilton  — in 
denouncing  arrogance  and 
greed  as  the  main  reason 
why  the  Tories  had  lost  the 
election  and  Portillo  him- 
self had  been  booted  out  by 
a populist,  up-front,  gay 
Labour  politician  in  previ- 


E afield 


onsly  ultra-safe 

Southgate. 

With  Portillo  now  caring 
and  cuddly,  and  playing  a 
different  game,  only 
Howarth  is  still  batting  for 
Neil  — drawing  parallels  in 
a submission  to  the  Press 
Complaints  Commission 
last  month  between  the 
bounding  by  the  nasty  pa- 
parazzi of  Princess  Di  and 
of  “decent  people  like  Neil 
and  Christine”  in  the  wake 
of  their  cash-for-questions 
scandal- 


Hi 


AMILTON  Win  no 
longer  be  helped  by 
the  views  of  the  new 
Standards  and  Privileges 
Committee.  This  is  not  just 
because  it  now  has  a 
Labour  majority.  Robert 
Sheldon,  the  present  chair- 
man, has  very  firm  opin- 
ions about  sleaze  and  is 
particularly  intolerant  - of 
any  arrogant  gestures.  At 
least  two  Tory  chairman  of 
regional  health  authorities 


found  themselves  victims 
of  his  sharp  tongue  when 
they  tried  to  dismiss  mas- 
sive waste  and  sleaze  dar- 
ing hearings  he  chaired  of 
the  Commons  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee  in  the 
last  session  of  Parliament. 

The  committee  does  now 
also  has  Its  share  of,  pre- 
sumably unsympathetic, 
Blair  babes  — notably 
Shona  Mclsaac,  the  Labour 
victor  at  Cleethorpes  — to 
buttress  old  hands  like 
Dale  Campbell  Savours,  the 
veteran  inquisitor. 

The  Tory  side  won’t  help 
him  much  either.  Neither 
Quentin  Davies,  MP  for 
Grantham  and  Stamford, 
nor  former  Home  Office 
minister  Ann  Widdecombe, 
are  known  for  their  sympa- 
thetic style  of  questioning- 

But  the  real  problem 
Hamilton  will  have  today  is 
in  overturning  the  meticu- 
lous work  of  far  Gordon  in 
investigating  the  affair. 
The  fact  is  that  no  amount 
of  bluster  or  wild  allega- 
tions against  former  Prime 
Ministers  will  now  save 
him  from  his  final  fate. 


Don’t  you  dis 
the  Tories’ 
barmy  army 


Mark  Steel 


EVER  can  there  have 
been  a more  pathetic 
attempt  to  appear 
youthful  than  the  Tory  con- 
ference. Next  year  it  will 
begin  with  Cecil  Parkinson 
saying:  “Alright,  this  next 
speech  is  going  out  to  the  free 
market  posse  in  the  marginal 
seats  with  a message  ‘Hey 
Tony,  you  dis  those  assisted 
places  schemes,  Z swear  we'll 
give  you  such  a wicked  beat- 
ing in  the  local  elections.'  Al- 
right, keep  it  tight  and  let’s 
have  some  respect  for  opposi- 
tion to  the  social  chapter. 
Now  going  out  to  the  gang 
and  their  ladles  down  at  Cen- 
tral Office  this  is  the  220  beat 
club  mix  of  Land  of  Hope  and 
Glory,  and  remember,  far  this 
afternoon's  debate  on  defence 
we  cant  tell  you  where  the 
venue  is  but  if  you  all  meet  up 
on  Junction  14  of  the  M25,  Big 
William'll  get  you  sorted  for 
credentials." 

The  first,  and  completely 
stage-managed  speaker  of  the 
week,  announced:  “I  am  26, 
the  future  of  the  party;  Fm 
not  stuffy  and  I shop  at  Marks 
& Spencer.”  Presumably  this 
was  as  downmarket  as  she 
was  allowed  to  go.  Otherwise 
the  hall  would  have  been  foil 
of  delegates  shouting: "Point 
of  order  Mr  Chairman,  what 
does  Kwiksave  mean?” 
Besides.  *Tm  not  stuffy”  is 
one  of  those  phrases  like  ‘Tm 
not  racist*’,  or  ’Tve  got  a 
sense  of  humour”,  which  no- 
body says  unless  it  isn’t  true. 

Throughout  the  week  one 
squirt  after  another  appeared 
on  television  to  declare  that 
“The  Conservative  Party  isn’t 
just  politics,  it  can  be  fun.” 
Which  sounded  like  someone 
trying  to  recruit  people  to  a 
whist  drive  society  because  it 
was  "tremendous  fan”,  with- 
out mentioning  that  there 
was  a central  theme  of  whist. 

After  the  young  people.  Par- 
kinson told  delegates  that 
they  would  never  again  be 
taken  for  granted  and  told 
what  to  do  by  arrogant  party 
leaders.  Until  — because  no 
one  responded  to  his  com- 
ment that  “William  Hague  is 
the  right  man  for  the  right 
job” — he  yelled:  "Well  go  on, 
you’re  supposed  to  dap",  and 
was  dearly  bursting  to  add: 
“No  wonder  we  lost  the 
bloody  election  when  you  im- 
beciles cant  even  applaud 
when  you're  told  to,  you  dis- 
obedient slugs.” 

Overall  the  problem  they 
have  is  that  the  Tory  Party 
exists  to  promote  naked  greed 
and  self-interest  But  as  nul- 
lions  of  people  have  become 
aware  of  the  appalling  conse- 
quences of  this  philosophy, 


the  Tories  are  left  bleating: 
“We  in  the  naked  greed  and 
self-interest  party  need  to  get 
our  message  across  that  we 
have  never  supported  naked 
greed  or  self-interest” 

So  their  insistence  that 
they’re  reformed,  unstuffy, 
caring  and  compassionate 
sounds  as  plausible  as  one  of 
these  blokes  who  behave 
abominably  to  their  wives, 
but  then  break  down  when 
they  leave.  Hague  might  as 
well  say:  "Look,  please  come 
back  to  us,  IH  be  different 
from  now  on,  I promise.  You 
know,  all  that  sleaze  stuff  we 
were  Involved  in,  we  only  did 
it  because  we  thought  it  was 
what  you  wanted.  Honest. 
And  that  business  with  shut- 
ting the  pits  down,  and  the 
poll  tax,  1 mean,  we  were 
going  through  a really  bad 
time  emotionally.  Anyway 
we've  changed  now.  we're 
more  together.  Tm  begging 
you  voters,  come  hack  and  we 
can  have  a fresh  future 
together.” 

When  you  announce  that 
you've  changed  your  mind, 
you  can't  expect  to  be  be- 
lieved unless  you  admit  that 
you  were  wrong  to  start  with. 
It's  hard  to  appear  anti-racist, 
no  matter  how  many  Asian 

businessman  you  drag  on  to  a 
platform  to  say:  “Loris:  at  me 
everyone,  Tm  black,”  if  you 
then  give  a standing  ovation 
to  the  woman  who  said: 
“People  are  rather  afraid  that 
we're  being  swamped  by 
people  from  an  alien  culture." 

ND  IF  Parkinson  Is  go- 
ing to  promote  care  and 
compassion,  he  should 
acknowledge  that  this  is  a 
subtle  shift  from  his  apparent 
previous  policy,  which  was  to 
get  his  mistress  pregnant  and 
then  not  fully  face  up  to  the 
consequences.  That  might 
have  affected  his  profile. 

For  the  Tories  to  try  to  win 
support  by  talking  of  compas- 
sion is  like  the  Everton  sup- 
porters’ dub  saying:  “There 
is  no  reason  why  we  cant 
recruit  among  Liverpool  sup- 
porters. We  just  aren't  getting 
our  message  across." 

Even  on  Europe,  they  are  as 
divided  as  before,  with  a cob- 
bled together  formula  they 
can  all  agree  on,  such  as:  “We 
don't  support  Britain  going 
into  a single  currency  on  a 
Wednesday.” 

So  they  appear  like  the  Con- 
federate armies  in  the  dying 
stages  of  the  American  Civil 
War  who,  having  fought  to 
the  death  for  slavery,  armed 
their  blacks  as  a measure  of 
desperation.  The  Tories,  in  a 
similar  state,  have  decided  to 
promote  themselves  as  the 
party  of  youth,  blacks  and 
single  parents  and  look  just 
as  ridiculous. 

IT  Hague  really  wants  to 
help  his  party  back  to  Down- 
ing Street,  he  should  an- 
nounce that  he's  folding  it  up, 
and  leave  his  shadow  cabinet 
plenty  of  time  to  pursue  direc- 
torships; this  would  ensure 
that  they  all  got  invited  to 
Number  10  to  advise  on  policy 
before  the  week  was  out 


Collect  pounds, 
not  points 


IBS 


Ji- 

it” 


Britain's  leading 
money  back  credit  card 


There’s  no  other  credit  card  quite  Eke  it. 
The  NEW  credir  card  from 
Alliance  6c  Leicester  gives  you: 

) money  back  on  every  purchase,  every  year 
ft  double  money  back  of  up  to  2%  in  1997 

ft  no  annuaf  fee  - unlike  many  other 
credit  cards 

ft  up  to  46  days  interest-free  credit 

ft  low  standard  rates  of  17.9%  APR 
and  12.9%  APR  on  transferred  balances* 


Earn  money  back 
apply  today 


CALL  FREE 

0500  83  83  83 

lines  open  24  hours  a day,  365  days  a year 
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John  Denver 


Loved  by  fans, 

loathed  by  critics 

JOHN  Denver  who  | circuit  Some  years  later  he  [ the  Colorado  landscape  in  { Begin  {What  Are  We  Makin, 
died  aged  S3  when  began  to  compose  songs  in  the  which  Denver  had  settled  and  Weaporis  For) 

«h*  nbm*  ha  was  flv-  folk  idiom  of  the  era.  The  also  included  an  attack  on  the  moured  to  have  precipitate 
in  e crashed  into  most  notable  of  his  early  com-  '‘scars  upon  the  land"  caused  the  termination  of  his  cor 
Monterey  Bay . Cali-  Pattons  was iMrOr A 


JOHN  Denver,  who 
died  aged  S3  when 
the  plane  he  was  dy- 
ing crashed  into 
Monterey  Bay.  Cali- 
fornia, was  a child  of  the 
1960s  folk  revival  who  became 
one  of  America's  most  popu- 
lar singers  in  the  1970s,  com- 
posing and  performing  Take 
Me  Home  Country  Roads,  An- 
nie's Song  and  Sunshine  On 
My  Shoulder.  While  his  music 
was  often  described  as  bland 
and  middle-of-the-road,  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  he  re- 
affirmed his  connections  with 
the  1960s  by  campaigning  for 
ecological  causes;  he  was  also 
the  first  American  singer  to 
perform  in  Vietnam  after  the 
war. 

He  was  born  Henry  John 
Deutschendorf  Jr,  in  New 
Mexico,  the  son  of  a US  air 
force  colonel.  His  interest  in 
music  was  kindled  at  the  age 
of  12  when  his  grandmother 
gave  him  a 1910  Gibson  gui- 
tar. The  young  Deutschendorf 
had  a storzny  relationship 
with  his  father  and  he  ran 
away  from  home  while  at 
school.  He  eventually  gradu- 
ated from  high  school  and 
began  an  architecture  course 
at  Texas  Tech  in  Lubbock. 

The  early  1960s  was  the 
period  when  Bob  Dylan,  Joan 
Baez  and  others  were  captur- 
ing the  hearts  and  minds  of  a 
campus  generation  and 
Deutschendorf  was  more  cap- 
tivated by  the  folk  revival 
than  his  studies.  He  dropped 
out  of  college  and  headed  for 
Los  Angeles  where  he  worked 
as  a technician  by  day  and 
played  in  Lead  be  tier's  folk 
club  at  night  There  he  be- 
came a leading  member  of  the 
Back  Porch  Majority  vocal 
group.  By  now  he  was  known 
as  John  Denver,  a stage  name 
adopted  in  honour  of  his 
favourite  city. 

His  professional  career  got 
fully  underway  in  1966  when 
he  beat  250  other  applicants  at 
an  audition  for  the  Chad 
Mitchell  Trio,  a group  playing 
the  coffee  house  and  campus 


circuit  Some  years  later  he 
began  to  compose  songs  in  the 
folk  idiom  of  the  era.  The 
most  notable  of  his  early  com- 
positions was  Leaning  On  A 
Jet  Plane,  which  Denver 
wrote  one  evening  when  the 
other  group  members  had 
gone  to  a party.  “I  got  a pound 
of  salami,  a six-pack  of  beer 
and  locked  myself  in  my 
room,"  he  later  recalled. 
"When  the  others  came  back 
about  midnight,  I had  eaten 
the  salami,  drunk  all  the  beer 
and  written  Jet  Plane."  The 
song  appeared  on  Denver’s 
first  solo  album  (made  soon 
after  the  dissolution  of  the 


Denver  in  the  1970s . . . poet 
laureate  of  Colorado 

Trio  in  1968)  and  it  became  a 
big  hit  for  Peter,  Paul  and 
Mary  soon  after. 

Denver’s  album.  Rhymes 
and  Reasons,  was  recorded 
for  RCA  and  displayed  his 
penchant  for  romantic  and 
sometimes  sentimental 
themes  although  it  also  con- 
tained one  of  his  rare  protest 
songs  aimed  at  then-president 
Richard  Nixon. 

In  the  first  half  of  the  1970s, 
Denver  was  the  ideal  “cross- 
over" artist.  His  melodious 
song  Take  Me  Home  Country 
Roads  pleased  Cans  of  country 
music  as  well  as  mainstream 
pop  audiences.  It  displayed 
Denver's  talent  for  projecting 
simple  emotions  through  skil- 
ful songwriting,  as  did  Rocky 
Mountain  High,  which  evoked 


the  Colorado  landscape  in 
which  Denver  had  settled  and 
also  included  an  attack  on  the 
“scars  upon  the  land"  caused 
by  open-cast  mining.  Also 
there  was  more  than  a hint  of 
coded  drug  references  to 
please  his  Z960s  folkie 
constituency. 

Denver  followed  these  hits 
with  the  egregious  Sunshine 
On  My  Shoulders  and  the  uxo- 
rious Annie’s  Song,  dedicated 
to  his  wife  and  composed,  so 
he  said,  during  a 10-minute 
ride  on  a ski-lift  near  their 
home  in  Aspen.  (They  would 
divorce  in  1983.)  The  hJgh 
profile  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
state  in  Denver’s  songs  in- 
spired Colorado's  governor  to 
proclaim  Mm  poet  laureate  of 
the  state  in  1974. 

Throughout  the  decade 
Denver  played  numerous  con- 
certs at  home  and  abroad 
where  his  gawky  smile  and 
apparently  artless  stage  man- 
ner pleased  the  fans  as  much 
as  they  alienated  the  critics. 
The  blandness  which  was  one 
face  of  his  work  was  taking 
Denver  into  mainstream 
showbusiness  in  the  United 
States  — he  d netted  with 
Frank  Sinatra  and  with  Pla- 
cido  Domingo,  acted  with 
George  Burns  in  the  well- 
received  film  comedy  Ok 
God!,  and  made  a hit  album 
with  the  Moppets  — even  as 
he  was  involving  himself  with 
ecological  and  humanitarian 
causes. 

After  setting  up  the  Wind- 
star  Foundation  for  research 
into  sustainable  growth  in 
1976,  he  campaigned  vigor- 
ously in  the  last  two  decades 
of  his  life  for  UNICEF,  against 
nuclear  power  and  raised 
funds  for  numerous  wildlife 
causes.  Denver  also  took  a 
stand  against  the  cold  war  by 
travelling  to  perform  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  China  and,  in 
1994.  Vietnam  where  he  was 
the  first  American  artist  to 
give  a concert  since  the  Viet- 
nam war.  A song  recorded  in 
Moscow  with  Russian  singer 
Alexander  Gradsky  —Let  Us 


Begin  {What  Are  We  Making 
Weapons  For)  — was  ru- 
moured to  have  precipitated 
the  termination  of  his  .con-  ] 
tract  in  1986  by  RCA  which 
was  then  a subsidiary  of  Gen- 
eral Electric,  a key  member  of 
the  US  military-industrial 
complex. 

By  this  time,  however,  Den- 
ver was  no  longer  a major 
music  star.  Although  he  con- 
tinued to  record  albums  for 
his  own  .Windsong  company, 
he  was  equally  committed  to  1 
photography  and  to  his  chari- 
table work.  An  exhibition  of 
his  photographs  of  Rocky 
I Mountain  wildlife  and  land- 
scape was  held  In  New  York 
in  1984  and  he  later  filmed  an 
award-winning  documentary 
about  endangered  species  in 
the  Rockies, 

In  the  1980s,  Denver  devel- 
oped an  enthusiasm  for  space 
exploration.  He  joined  the 
National  Space  Institute  and 
in  1988  reportedly  offered  $10 
million  to  the  Soviet  Union  to 
put  him  on  the  Mir  space 
station.  When,  shortly  after- 
wards, the  British  group  New 
Order  bad  to  pay  damages 
after  they  were  found  to  have 
infringed  the  copyright  of 
Leaving  On  A Jet  Plane,  a 
group  member  remarked 
wryly  that  this  was  the 
group’s  contribution  to  send- 
I Ing  John  Denver  into  space. 

Denver  continued  his  musi- 
cal and  campaigning  activi- 
ties into  the  1990s.  In  1992  be 
gave  a press  conference  with 
the  Dalai  i*«m  at  the  Earth 
Summit  in  Rio  and  be  helped 
to  raise  money  to  fight  the 
anti-gay  ordinance  intro- 
duced by  the  Colorado  legisla- 
ture. In  the  ««rne  year  he 
released  The  Flower  That 
Shattered  The  Stone,  his  best 
album  for  more  than  a 
decade. 

Dave  Lahm 

' John  Denver  (Henry  John  Deuts- 
I chendorf  Jr),  singer-songwriter, 
bom  December  31.  1943;  died 
I October  12, 1997 
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John  Denver ...  a penchant  for  romantic  and  sometimes  sentimental  themes 


* l* 

In 

'*'•  -V 
• Sa 

i 

’ .•'i i-.-V 

?:lrT 


"j  ••’j'lii’i? 

■ -v*  ■*  r—lTT 


1 3‘- C- 

jQ.'-r, 


Harriet  Browne  I George  Malcolm 


HARRIET  Browne,  who 
has  died  aged  65,  played  | 
an  under-acknowledged  role 
in  the  dance  side  of  Jazz. 

Born  into  a vaudeville  fam- 
ily in  Chicago,  she  plunged 
into  the  entertainment  bosi- 1 
ness  in  the  1940s  and  soon  I 
showed  promise  as  a director  1 
and  choreographer.  She 
worked  with  Duke  Ellington 
— marrying  his  sax  player, , 
Paul  Gonsalves  — Count  Ba- 
sie, Cab  Calloway,  Benny  Car- 
ter, Billie  Holliday  and,  more 
recently,  Sister  Sledge  and 
the  Pointer  Sisters. 

In  the  1960s  the  work  dried 
up  and  Harriet  threw  away 
her  tap  shoes  until,  after  giv- 
ing an  impromptu  lesson  to 
some  children  she  met  danc- 
ing on  the  streets,  she  was 
hired  by  their  teacher.  She 
became  another  success  of  the 
1970s  tap  revival,  teaching 
and,  through  the  Aristaccato 
Tap  Company,  passing  on  the 
history  of  jazz  and  tap  to  a 
younger  generation. 

She  reconstructed  some  of 
her  old  pieces  for  Manhattan 
Tap  and  directed  work  in 


New  York  and  Italy.  With  the 
SilverbeUes.  a group  of  for- 1 
mer  chorus  line  members  of 
the  Apollo,  Savannah  and  1 
Cotton  Clubs,  she  recreated 
steps  and  styles  from  the 
clubs  and  ballrooms  of  Har~ ; 
Lem  in  its  heyday. 

Recognition  came  late  in 
the  shape  of  awards  and  TV 
appearances.  Ironically,  by 
then  she  danced  little  until  a 
fellow  tap  dancer  suggested 
she  try  sand  dancing,  a rhyth- 
mic shuffling  of  sand  which 
derived  from  when  stages 
were  often  scattered  with 
sand.  It  earned  her  the  nick- 
name "Quicksand.”  Harriet 
overlaid  this  technique  with 
incredibly  fast  bebop 
i rhythms,  thus  encapsulating 
her  life's  work. 

She  gave  her  last  perfor- 
mance in  April  in  New  York. 
It  was  brief,  to  the  point  and 
— typically  — in  perfect  time. 

Tony  Monaghan 

Harriet  Browne,  dancer,  bom 
August  7.  1832;  died  September 
1. 1997 
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Lord  Barnett  former  deputy 
chairman,  BBC  governors,  74; 
Reginald  Bottini,  former 
agricultural  workers  leader, 
81;  John  Boyd.  HM  Chief 
Inspector  of  Constabulary  for 
Scotland,  64;  Steve  Cram, 
athlete,  37;  Vivian  Davies, 
Egyptologist,  50;  Thomas 
Dolby,  rock  keyboard  player. 
39;  Dame  Elizabeth  Esteve- 
ColL  vice-chancellor,  Univer- 
sity of  East  Anglia.  59;  Justin 
Hayward,  rock  singer.  51; 
Peter  Jonas,  general  direc- 
tor, Bavarian  State  Opera.  51; 


Sherry  and  plaihsong  in  the 

GEORGE  Malcolm,  j 
who  has  died  aged 
80,  was  a musician  of 
unusual  briillanqe 


Prof  Kay-Tee  Khaw,  ger- 
ontologist, 47;  Sir  Richard 
Luce,  vice-chancellor.  Uni- 
versity of  Buckingham.  61; 
Prof  Shnla  Maries,  historian 
of  Southern  Africa.  61;  Chris- 
tine McCafferty,  Labour 
MP,  52;  Roger  Moore,  film 
actor.  70;  Fran  poise  Pascal, 
actress.  48;  Sir  Cliff  Rich- 
ard, singer,  57;  Roger 
Taylor,  tennis  player.  56; 
Kieran  Tonney,  playwright. 
75;  Derek  Wood,  QC,  princi- 
pal, St  Hugh’s  College. 
Oxford,  60. 


GEORGE  Malcolm, 
who  has  died  aged 
80,  was  a musician  of 
unusual  briillanqe 
and  flair.  Renowned  as  a 
harpsichordist,  pianist,  and 
conductor,  his  work  as  Mas- 
ter of  Music  at  Westminster 
Cathedral  has  had  a lasting 
influence  on  cathedral  choirs 
and  the  development  of  boys' 
voices. 

It  caught  the  ear  of  Benja- 
min Britten,  and  influenced 
the  style  of  his  Missa  Brevis 
(written  in  1959  and  dedicated 
to  Malcolm  and  his  boys)  and 
of  the  treble  fairy  attendants 
of  Titania  in  the  opera  A Mid- 
summer Night's  Dream.  Mal- 
colm was  a regular  performer 
at  Aldeburgh  on  keyboard, 
where  his  florid  approach  to 
baroque  ornamentation  was 
somewhat  out  of  line  with 
Britten’s  more  sober  person- 
ality. Malcolm  also  played 
harpsichord  with  the  New 
Philharmonia  for  otto  Klem- 
perer and  was  rebuked  for  his 
decorated  continue  by  the 
I great  conductor  “Please  Mr 
Malcolm.  Not  to  joke  with  Mr 
Bach." 

Malcolm,  always  known  as 
George  to  choristers  and  col- 
leagues alike,  was  educated  at 
Wimbledon  College,  Balliol, 
and  the  Royal  College  of 
Music.  After  wartime  service 
in  the  Royal  Air  Force  Volun- 
teer Reserve,  he  was  ap- 
| pointed  Master  of  Music  at 
Westminster  Cathedral  in 
1947.  The  choir  school,  closed 
I for  the  duration,  had  been 
reopened  by  Cardinal  Griffin 
in  1946  under  the  acting  direc- 
tion of  William  Hyde.  George 


George  Malcolm...  one  of  the  century’s  great  choirmasters  photograph;  graham  turner 


set  about  rebuilding  the  tradi- 
tion of  the  Cathedral’s  first 
Master  of  Music,  Sir  Richard 
Terry,  with  vision  and 
energy. 

He  was  particularly  inter- 
ested In  boys'  voices,  and 
often  said  that  their  natural 
timbre  could  be  heard  best  at 
fall  tilt  in  the  school  play- 
ground. He  used  to  say:  "Hav- 
ing given  up  castrating  boys, 
cathedrals  have  now  set 
about  castrating  their 
voices!"  His  work,  originally 
controversial  and  known  as 
the  "Westminster  Croak", 
eventually  led  to  a radical 
rethink  of  how  boys  should 
technically  sing  and  perform. 


The  Britten  Missa  Brevis 
was  a wonderful  recognition 
of  George's  work.  The  Mass, 
composed  at  great  speed  after 
Ms  sudden  resignation,  from 
the  Cathedral  (a  decision 
taken,  typically,  on  top  of  a 
bus  in  a traffic  jam),  was  also 
prepared  for  performance  in  a 
hurry.  The  recording  of  the 
first  performance,  unconduct- 
ed  because  George  was  play- 
ing the  accompaniment,  is  a 
fine  example  of  his  work. 

He  was  a choirmaster  of 
genius  and  his  conducting 
had  a fiery  conviction  that 
was  often  thrilling.  His 
recording  of  Victoria's  Tene- 
brae  Responsaries  is  a summa- 


tion of  his  achievement  and 
amply  reveals  the  dramatic 
emotional  depth  of  his  spiri- 
tual vision.  George  had  a nat- 
ural understanding  of  plain- 
chant  He  had  a unique  way 
with  boys  which  is  typified  by 
the  Tact  that  on  one  occasion 
he  remained  seated  at  the 
front  of  the  cathedral  while 
the  boys’  choir  sang  Mass  and 
one  boy  conducted  while  an- 
other played  the  organ. 

George  had  little  small  talk 
and  his  bluntness  was  legend- 
ary. He  had  no  patience  with 
amateur  singers.  One  once 
complained  to  his  formidable 
mother  that  her  son  was  the 
rudest  person  she  had  ever 


met  only  to  be  further  devas- 
tated by  the  reply:  “It’s  not 
that  George  is  rude;  he  just 
can’t  suffer  fools  gladly." 

George  fought  a long  and 
successful  battle  with  alcohol- 
ism and  the  manner  in  which 
he  overcame  his  problem  was 
inspirational  Alcohol  nearly 
killed  him  in  an  accident 
when  he  was  teaching  at  a 
summer  school,  at  St  Ed- 
mund’s College,  Ware,  in 
1950;  it  also  nearly  destroyed 
his  career  in  1952  when  he 
was  in  fact  sacked  from  the 
Cathedral,  though  later  rein- 
stated. (As  a matter  of  record, 
all  masters  of  music  at  the 
Cathedral  since  its  opening  in 
1903  up  to  and  Including  my- 
self were  sacked  by  the  arch- 
bishop or  administrator.) 

Once,  at  Westminster  Ca- 
thedral, he  left  off  accompa- 
nying on  the  organ  in  the 
apse  In  the  middle  of  vespers 
to  go  and  have  a swig  of 
sherry  in  his  office  one  flight 
of  stairs  away.  But  then  when 
he  returned  to  the  organ  --  to 
everybody's  despair  — he  j 
took  up  playing  the  psalm 
accompaniment  at  exactly  the 
point  where  he  had  left  off. 
The  fight  with  alcoholism 
marked  his  character  and 
personality  and  reinforced 
his  unshakeabie  personal 
Integrity. 

A man  of  exceptional  gen- 
erosity, he  would  do  anything 
to  help  a younger  musician: 
many  owe  their  careers  to  his 
interest  His  work  as  a harpsi- 
chordist and  conductor  is 
well  known;  he  also  composed 
some  beautifUUy  crafted  litur- 
gical music,  now  published  by 


i Kevin  Mayhew  — one  o?  his 
choristers  — and  a little  for 
harpsichord.  » 

Those  of  us  who  had  the 
privilege  of  singing  and  mak- 
ing music  with  George  are 
forever  in  his  debt  He  gave 
us  a rare  personal  enrich- 
ment a love  of  music,  chant 
and  polyphony,  and  a unique 
understanding  of  the  spiritu- 
ality to  be  found  in  renais- 
sance liturgical  composers. 
One  of  the  great  choirmaders 
of  the  present  century,  his 
influence  on  the  EnglishCa- 
thedral  tradition  has  beentm- 
mense  and  his  contributim  to 
church  music  cannot  be 
overestimated.  \ 

Colin  Mawby 

George  John  Malcolm,  harpsi- 
chordist. choirmaster  and  on- 
duetor,  bom  February  29.  197; 
died  October  10. 1997  ; 


Death  Notices 

MACFARLANE.  John  RosbuUh,  again, 
died  peacefully  on  Bth  October  at  Wymnd- 
bam.  Norfolk.  Brother  of  Stephen,  husbpd 
of  Valerie,  lamer  of  Klrsty  ana  Emma  nd 
grandfaffier  of  Jared  A much  loved  chmo- 
lar,  hae  of  convention.  Pnotngrapner  nd 
later  teacher  gi  Colchester  College  of  A 
Cremation  on  Friday  I7tti  October  at 
Z.3Ctom.  Enquiries  and  Rowan  ig  Oaten 
Barber  Funeral  Directors.  Norwich. 
Tal.01603  48430ft 


Birthdays 


i 

t . * 

• i to*--'- ' 

I Ej£:\ 

, ■ fee  3;  . • 

! «**&}: 

! Jto&Er':: 


Mary  THORPE,  wonderful  mother,  Isadlq 
academic,  valued  colleague.  delighiA 
bland. ..and  SO  lodayl  Sonia  in  for  th 
cuuhnyl 

■To  place  your  announcement  idapnon 
0171  713  4567  or  fax  0171  713  4129  be  twee 
Sam  and  3pm  Mon-Fri. 


Jackdaw 


Ready  meals 

THESE  days,  it  seems  every- 
one has  tried  everything.  In  a 
world  where  falafeL  hum- 
mus, sushi  and  escargot  used 
to  be  really  ethnic  but  now 
are  sold  at  your  neighbour- 
hood grocer,  where’s  a hip  cat 
to  go  to  get  some  truly  unique 
grub? 

Well,  the  keyword  here  is 
"grub,"  and  speaking  of  cats, 
you  might  want  to  take  some 
lessons  from  your  feline 
friend  the  next  time  it 
catches  a mosquito  in  its 
mouth  or  pounces  on  and 
chews  a grasshopper. 

Actually  there 's  nothing 
new  about  eating  insects.  Ac- 
cording to  the  rest  of  the 


world,  English-speaking  cul- 
tures have  been  out  of  the 
loop. 

The  Japanese  have  been 
known  to  marinate  beetle 
grab  for  eating.  The  Chinese 

eat  fried  grasshoppers  and 
sun-dried  maggots.  In  Zanzi- 
bar, natives  make  pie  out  of 
white  termites,  sugar  and  ba- 
nana flour.  Some  Laosians 
and  Australian  aborigines 
eat  raw  cockroaches  and  fried 
coachroach  eggs. 

But  US  entomologists  are 
on  the  bandwagon.  This  year 
alone,  insect  gourmets  have 
been  featured  on  TV  shows 
such  as  Hard  Copy  and  The 
Tonight  Show.  The  fed  hasn't 
quite  ca  oght  on  like  the 
Rubik’s  Cube  yet,  probably 
because  there's  something 
unappealing  to  inviting  a 
creepy -crawly  into  your 
mouth — even  if  it  is  an  excel- 
lent source  of  protein  and 
minerals. 

Fancy  a mite  to  eat?  Implo- 
sion: A Journal  of  the 
Bizarre  and  Eccentric. 

Coconuts 

COCO  Chanel  was  born  poor 
in  1883,  with  the  quaint  name 


of  Gabrielle.  During  her  brief 
career  as  a chan te use  in  pro- 
vincial bars,  she  traded  it  in 
for  the  more  catchy  Coco  — 
the  first  of  many  expressions 
of  a strong  personality.  The 
same  strong  personality  she 
expressed  in  the  sober, 
practical  clothing  she  began 
making  for  herself,  based 
often  on  male  garments  and 
accessories. 

Atsoirfees,  or  on  the  race- 
track terrace,  she  stood  out 
from  the  other  ladies.  Her 
hats  In  particular  started  to 
be  in  demand.  They  were 
clean-lined,  well  designed, 
and  emphasised  the  traits  of 
the  wearer  at  a time  when 
hats  were  mostly  grotesque. 
"How  could  a brain  possibly 
fhnetion  beneath  such  a 
thing?"  Coco  later  quipped. 
Soon  actresses  and  singers 
adopted  her  as  their  de- 
signer. and  she  set  up  shop  at 
21  rue  Gambon.  Paris,  where 
in  addition  to  hats  she  sold 
blouses,  jackets  and  the 
sailor  shirts  she  made  fash- 
ionable. With  her  first  collec- 
tion she  launched  supple  jer- 
sey outfits,  and  one  of  her 
creations  was  featured  in 
Harper’s  Bazaar.  Until  then. 


women  the  world  over  had 
been  trapped  in  strict  cloth- 
ing. but  as  Coco  proclaimed: 
"I  nave  given  freedom  back  to 
women's  bodies.  Their 
bodies  had  been  sweating  in 
ostentatious  clothes  with 
lace,  corsets,  underskirts  and 
padding." 

Citizen  K International  pays 
tribute  to  the  designer  formerly 
known  as  Gabrielle. 

Ups  and  downs 

THRILL-SEEKING  histori- 
ans call  the  early  decades  of 
the  century  the  first  "Golden 
Age"  of  rollercoasters.  At  the 
height  of  The  Roaring  Twen- 
ties, an  appropriate  moniker 
indeed,  dose  to  1.500  coasters 
were  in  operation  at  Ameri- 
ca’s parks,  and  many  of  them 
were  unimaginably  savage.  It 
was  a glorious  time,  but  it 
was  shortlived;  the  Great 
Depression  wiped  out  many 
of  the  nation's  mechanical 
playgrounds  and  the  wreck- 
ing ball  spared  few  of  our  rail- 
riding  wonders. 

Fortunately  things  took  a 
turn  for  the  better  in  1972. 
when  Kings  Island,  in  Cin- 
cinnati. Ohio,  opened  “The 


Racer,"  a twin-tracked 
beauty  that  renewed  Ameri- 
ca's love  affair  with  the  rol- 
lercoaster. Since  then  the 
ride’s  popularity  has  soared 
to  unprecedented  heights, 
and  today  we  are  in  the  midst 
of  a second  "Golden  Age.” 
Coasters  are  taller,  longer, 
foster  and  more  deliriously 
intense  than  anyone  could 
have  predicted  just  a short 
i time  ago.  And  they  come  in  a 
S wide  variety  of  flavours; 
wood- and  steel-tracked 
coasters,  looping  coasters, 
suspended  swinging  coast- 
i ers,  inverted  coasters,  stand- 
up  coasters,  electromagneti- 
cally-launched  coasters,  and 
an  and  on  and  on. 

It ’s  not  alt  pipe  and  slippers  in 
Smoke. 

j By  gum! 

SOME  friends  of  mine  were 
renovating  a house  in  Oregon 
recently,  and  in  the  course  of 
their  work  they  ripped  up 
some  floorboards.  Amid  the 
assorted  junk  and  detritus 
they  Found  underneath  was  a 
wrapper  from  an  old  pack  of 
Wrigley’s  Juicy  Fruit  chew- 
ing gum.  interestingly,  it 


looks  very  much  like  a wrap- 
per from  a new  pack  of  Wrig- 
ley's  Juicy  Fruit  chewing 
gum,  with  one  crucial  excep- 
tion: There's  a slogan  printed 
beneath  the  Juicy  Fruit  logo. 
It  reads:  The  Gum  With  The 
Fascinating  Artificial 
Flavour. 

What's  truly  fasclnating.of 
course,  is  not  the  flavour  it- 
self, but  rather  that  the  folks 
at  Wrigley  once  considered 
synthetic  flavouring  to  be  so 


Smoke . . . coasting  along 


favourably  conceived  in  the 
public  mind  that  they  used  it 
as  a major  selling  point.  This 
would  never  happen  nowa- 
days, when  the  only  reason 
we  know  a product  to  be  arti- 
flcally  flavoured  is  because 
those  killjoys  at  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration 
require  manufacturers  to  tell 
us  so. 

The  artlftcal  intelligence  of 
synthetic fla  vows.  Spin. 

Hair  today 

THE  CASE  against  the 
moustache: 

/.  The  numberof  people  wear- 
ing moustaches  nowadays  is 
so  small  (and  growing  smaller 
all  the  time)  that  criticising 
them  is  like  criticising  small- 
pox or  the  British  Empire,  so 
what's  the  point. 

2.  Who  wears  moustaches? 
French  horn  players  in 
regional  orchestras.  Maitre 
d's  at  restaurants  you'll  never 
go  to.  Dictators  past  and  pres- 
ent. Circus  performers. 

People  with  serious  Salvador 
Dali  fixations.  White  basket- 
ball players.  Ventriloquists. 
Ventriloquists’  dummies . 
Does  your  preference  run  to 


Elvis  or  Sonny  Bono?  To  Clint 
Eastwood  or  Burt  Reynolds? 

3.  Like  men’s  neckties,  the 
moustache  is  a throwback  to 
an  era  when  formality  mat- 
tered. How  many  shoeshine 
boys  do  you  need  when  every- 
body wears  Nikes? 

■A  Facial -custom]  sing  options 
for  women  rely  less  on  God- 
given  fluff  and  more  on  items 
purchased  at  Boots.  That* s 
what  makes  the  moustache  so 
problematic — it  really  is  part 
ofthe  (ace,  not  just  an  appli- 
que (except  for  Groucho 
Marx's). 

5.  How  many  hours  that  could 
have  have  been  used  to  And  a 
cure  for  cancer  or  establish- 
ing world  peace  have  been 
wasted  getting  that  little 
filing  Just  right  every 

Facial  furniture  gets  the 
thumbs  down  from  Vox. 

Jackdaw  wants  jewels.  E-mail 
JOdkdau&guardian.co.uk.; 

ft*  01Zi'?13 43SG-  write  Jack- 
daw.  The  Guardian,  JI9 Par- 

SFRd°n  rt°ad’ Landon  F&R 

Hannah  Pool 
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Why  Jack 
Straw  bugs 
Hugo  Young 


pig  business  just  got  bigger 


- of  boot  suSectnf  ll^OW  lhe  financial  markets,  this  detail  may  have  passed  you  by:  1 0 per  cent  of  our  economy  has  been  the 

1 corporate  mergers  in  the  past  few  days.  We  should  all  be  concerned,  argue  Alex  Brummer  and  Ian  King 
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HE  moment  of  the 
transnational 

mega-merger  is 
upon  us.  In  a few 
snort  days,  bids 

ffjLondon  involving  British 
companies  worth  more  than 
Tent  gross  domestic 
P£°ouct  — the  total  output  of 
goods  and  services  of  the 


Secondly,  the  mergers  tend 
, bave  a strong  transnational 
element,  because  of  the  scale 
or  the  enterprises  concerned 
and  companies’  tendency  now 
to  think  brands  and  focus, 
rather  than  simply  size.  Thus 
the  £22  billion  link-up  pro- 
posed yesterday  between 
BATs  financial-services  off- 
shoot (which  includes  nampc 


whole  economy  This  series  nr  qUC^  ^ starl  ®nd  the 
deals,  coverSe  Swiss-based  Zurich  Group 

acnont  i»r  n«  fT  crosse s national  boundaries! 


, 4,  for 


aspect  or  British  life,  should 
sound  some  warning  sirens 

p the  context  of  stock-mar- 
kets around  the  world  — 
many  of  which  have  reached 
unconquered  peaks  in  recent 
weeks  — such  transactions 
seem  to  make  sense  only  when 
big  corporations  can  put  the 
highest  value  on  their  shares. 
But  as  the  world  win  be  recall- 
ing this  Friday  — the  loth 
anniversary  of  the  1987  stock- 
market  crash — such  setbacks 
. „ Investors  are  almost 
' > always  preceded  by  takeover 
scrambles.  They  bring  out 
something  of  the  herd 
instinct,  which  leads  to  dis- 
torted values. 

Take,  as  an  example,  the 
present  battle  for  ownership 
of  the  American  teleawns 
company  MCI.  When  British 
Telecom  Erst  valued  MCI  late 
last  year,  it  estimated  that  the 
80  per  cent  of  MCI  it  did  not 
already  own  was  worth  £12 
billion.  Then  MCI  reported 
some  difficulty  in  entering 
local  telephone  markets  in  the 
United  States,  and  BT  negoti- 
ated down  the  price  to  £10.2 
billion.  But  within  weeks,  a 
third  company-  WorldCom  of 
the  United  States,  supported 
hy  a high  valuation  for  its 
shares  on  the  stock-market, 
offered  £19  billion.  This  does 
not  mean  that  instantly  MCI 
had  become  a better  business. 

\ or  that  BT  had  got  its  sums 
wrong.  What  it  does  show  is 
that  inflated  share  values  — 
built  on  nothing  but  paper  — 
can  be  deployed  with 
impunity  when  markets  are 
strongfl).  Were  the  market  to 
shift  unexpectedly  (for 
instance,  with  a big  rise  in  US 
interest  rates),  that  same 
paper  used  by  WorldCom  to 
buy  into  MCI  could  be  worth 
10  per  cent,  20  per  cent  or  even 
•10  per  cent  less  in  a period  of 
weeks.  Such  an  event  could 
trigger  a disastrous  chain 
reaction:  if  WoridCom’s 

shares  were  devalued,  then 
bankers  might  see  its  loans 
and  gearing  as  too  high:  and 
they  might  demand  more 
security  jobs  cuts,  manage- 
ment changes  and  a raft  of 
other  things  to  restore  equi- 
librium. Confidence  will  have 
been  hugely  damaged. 

The  current  spate  of  mega- 
mergers has  two  distinct  char- 
acteristics which  set  it  apart 
from  the  mid-1980s.  Firstly 
with  the  notable  exception  of 
the  WorldCom  bid  for  MCI  — 
which  Is  based  on  the  optical 
illusion  of  a hostile  paper  bid 
— they  are  agreed  deals.  They 
are  agreed  in  the  sense  that 
the  managements  of  two  (in 
some  cases  three)  companies 
believe  that  coming  together 
is  a great  idea  with  huge  bene- 
fits for  themselves  and  share- 
holders. Other  stakeholding 
groups  (such  as  middle-man- 
agement employees,  con- 
sumers, suppliers  and  me 
broader  public  interest)  would 
rarely  have  a sa®  because  the 
bosses  have  locked  them  in  on 
Ik  half  of  the  shareholders. 


In  this,  it  differs  from  the 
contested  and  controversial 
Guinness/Distillers  hostile 
takeover  in  1986.  which  was 
one  of  those  which  preceded 
the  1987  crash. 

A third  factor  is  at  work 
this  time  around.  The  late 
1980s  was  a period  of  rising 
inflation  in  Britain  and 
among  the  other  industrial 
countries,  whereas  at  present 
inflation  is  seen  as  relatively 
benign,  even  in  the  US,  which 
has  been  through  seven  years 
Of  growth  and  has  technically 
achieved  full  employment. 
This  means  that  the  present 
spate  or  mergers  is  being  built 
on  a more  solid  foundation. 
Even  if  interest  rates  do  start 
rising  (which  is  happening  in 
Britain  and  which  began  In 
continental  Europe  i«g» 
week),  they  will  not  have  to 
rise  as  far  as  a decade  ago  to 
counteract  inflation.  Thus  the 
cost  of  borrowing  would  be 
less  of  a destabilising  tbrbabtp 
recently  merged  big  compa- 
nies than  in  the  past 


OST  of  the 
current 
agglomera- 
tions are  not 
hostile  merg- 
ers; in  other 
words,  they  take  place  with 
the  agreement  of  manage- 
ments (and  eventually  share- 
holders). Yet  the  evidence 
suggests  that  they  are  no  less 
destabilising.  Alan  Gregory  of 
the  University  of  Exeter  has 
examined  large  British  merg- 
ers in  the  period  1984/92(2)- 
He  found  no  evidence  that 
British  Arms  have  “learned 
any  lessons  from  past  failures 
of  takeovers".  Moreover; 
when  comparisons  are  made 
between  the  different  risks 
involved  in  being  a free-stand- 
ing entity  quoted  on  the  stock- 
market  and  the  performance 
of  the  acquiring  firm;  then 
most  British  predators 
strongly  under-  perform. 

Professor  Gregory  con- 
cludes that  "On  average,  take- 
over activity  in  the  UK  is  not 
desirable  from  the  point  of 
view  of  acquiring  company 

shareholders."  He  adds:  “The 
evidence  also  shows  that 
acquirers  financing  a 
takeover  through  equity  (ie 
through  sbare-for-share  deals) 

...  are  particularly  poor  per-  . *. . 

formers."  In  feet,  some  two- } $»:£. 

thirds  of  firms  making  an  | 
acquisition  in  these  terms 
under-perform  on  the  stock- 
market  And,  most  signifi- 
cantly of  all,  it  makes  no 
difference  if  the  deals  are 
agreed  takeovers  (like  the 
recently  announced  £25  bil- 
lion Guinness/Grand  Metro- 
politan deal).  In  these  cases  — 
and  this  is  key  for  the  current 
spate  of  deals  — the  perfor- 
mance is  “considerably 
worse”  than  in  friendly  deals. 

However;  this  analysis  only 
examines  the  stock-market's 
judgment.  If  one  looks  at  the 
broader  range  of  effects,  the 
downside  of  mega-mergers  is 


even  more  startlin£|3).  They 
inevitably  lead  to  downsizing 
and  job  losses  (except  for  the 
senior  management,  which 
has  a nasty  habit  of  doubling 
up).  The  arithmetic  of 
the  Guinness/Grand  Met 
takeover;  finally  over  its  most 
difficult  obstacles,  depends  on 
some  £180  million  of  annual 
cost  savings:  in  other  words, 
large-scale  redundancy. 
Another  casualty  is  research 
and  development  When 
Britain’s  two  most  successful 
pharmaceutical  groups,  Glaxo 
and  Wellcome,  joined  in  Janu- 
ary 1995,  they  closed  dupli- 
cated R&D  facilities,  in  one  of 
the  few  industries  in  which 
Britain  Is  still  a world  leader. 

As  for  protecting  the  con 
Sumer's  interests,  that  is  left 
to  the  competition  authorities 
such  as  the  Monopolies  and 
Mergers  Commission.  How- 
ever; in  the  case  of  trans- 
national deals  — including 
another  proposed  yesterday 
the  absorption  of  the  Anglo- 
Dufch  publishing  group  Reed 
Elsevier  by  a Dutch  company 
Walters  Kluwex;  for  £18  billion 
— the  issue  of  competition  is 
not  dealt  with  in  London  but 
Brussels.  There  the  criteria 
examined  are  very  different. 

But  the  result  of  big  merg- 
ers, in  almost  every  case,  is 
less  choice  for  consumers.  A 
Grand  Met/Guinness/Moet 
Hennessy  deal  means  that  all 
the  product,  from  single  malt 
to  Napoleon  brandy  will  pass 
through  the  same  distribution 
chain.  The  result  (as  brands 
are  weeded  out)  will  be  less 
choice  and  more  ability  by  the 
suppliers  to  raise  prices. 
Transnational  mergers  are 
more  often  resolved  by  means 
of  global  carve- ups,  rather 
than  on  public-interest 
grounds. 

THE  overarching 
public  interest, 
however;  in  all  of 
this  is  what  it  says 
about  the  current 
state  of  Western 
capitalism.  In  many  ways  the 
current  agglomeration  of 
companies  across  national 
boundaries  fits  in  with  the 
ethos  of  open  capital  markets, 
free. trade  and  the  breakdown 
of  national  boundaries.  It  is 
almost  natural  that  the  great 
public  corporations  should 
follow  this  trend.  In  the  field 
of  global  communications  in 
particular,  where  technology 
is  speeding  ahead  so  fast  and 
distribution  and  content  have 
become  critical  battlefields,  it 
would  appear  to  make  a great 
deal  of  sense. 

Certainly  company  bosses 
writing  to  shareholders  have 
no  difficulty  finding  the  high- 
flown  phrase  to  justify  their 
transactions.  Yet  conceptually 
what  is  being  proposed  is 
often  half-baked.  And  the 
finances  of  what  is  being 
done,  the  use  of  overvalued 
shares  and  debt  to  make  deals, 
is  destabilising. 

Among  the  reasons  why 
share  prices  have  risen  so  far 
in  recent  years  is  the  “wan  of 
money"  from  ordinary 
investors  discovering  the 
stock-market  through  pension 
plans,  PEPs  and  other  tax-effi- 
cient means  of  saving.  But  in 
the  end  corporations  are  only 
as  good  as  their  future  earn- 
ings prospects. 

If  those  prospect  are 
endangered  by  the  end  of  a 
long  upswing  in  the  economic 
growth  cycle,  then  the  paper 
used  in  mergers  will  take  that 


much  more  time  to  justify  its 
value.  The  mega-mergers 
could  thus  hasten,  deepen 
and  worsen  any  coming 
recession. 


Sources:  (1 ) WoridCom;  Paper 
Tiger?.  Business  Week,  October 
20 1997;  (2)  An  Examination  of  the 
Long  Run  Performance  of  UK 
Acquiring  Firms,  by  Prof  Aten 
Gregory  (University  of  Exeter 
School  of  Business  and 
Economics,  Sept  1 9969;  (29  Do 
Hostile  Takeovers  Improve 
Performance?,  by  Julian  Franks 
and  Coin  Mayer  of  the  London 
Business  School,  in  Buslnes 
Strategy  Review,  Winter  1 996. 
Graphics  sources:  Acquisitions 
Monthly;  Datastream/Reuter. 

Graphics:  Paddy  Allen 
Iflustration:  Ivan  Allen. 
Research:  Robin  Mash;  Roger 
Co  we. 

Alex  Brummer,  the  Guardian's 
financial  editor,  is  the  author  of  a 
forthcoming  biography  of  Lord 
Welnstock  (HarperCoOins);  Ian 
King  Is  a City  reporter. 
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Globalisation  The 

process  whereby 
large  companies  and 
markets  become 
increasingly  multi- 
national: this  allows 
businesses  to  switch 
operations  around  the 
world  with  ease. 


Global  disinflation 

The  movement 
towards  low-inflation 
economies  around  the 
world.  Partly  a conse- 
quence of  globalisa- 
tion— eg  wage 
inflation  is  held  down 
by  the  threat  of 
employers  relocating 
overseas. 

Hostile  bid 

An  unwanted  takeover 
bid  by  one  company 
for  another. 

Agreed  bid 

A takeover  bid  by  one 
company  for  another, 
which  advises  its 
shareholders  to 
accept. 

Merger 

A corporate  marriage 
of  equals. 

Mega-merger 

As  above,  only  involv- 
ing huae  sums,  usu- 


ally over  £5  billion. 

Highly  leveraged 

Used  to  describe  a 
company  that  has 
borrowed  heavily — 
for  instance,  in  order 
to  buy  another  com- 
pany. 

Leveraged  buy-out 

The  purchase  of  a 
business  by  a man- 
agement team  from 
their  employer,  using 
borrowed  funds. 


5WIFTCALL  Surprisingly  cheap  international  calls  0800  769  0047 
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Handshake  day  leaves  the  question  of  whether  big  is  bountiful 


Notebook 


Mark  Milner 


IT  IS  hard  not  to  be  over- 
whelmed  by  the  sheer 
volume  of  merger  and  ac- 
quisition activity  un- 
leashed on  Europe’s  capital 
markets  from  Stockholm  to 
Milan  and  from  London  to 
Zurich  yesterday. 

Even  the  most  perfunc- 
tory back-of-the-envelope 
arithmetic  puts  the  total  at 


! £40  billion,  not  counting 
the  Guinness/  Grand  Met 
| deal  that  finally  got  the  ap- 
proval of  LVMH's  Bernard 
I Arnault.  Be  gave  bis  bless- 
ing to  an  agreement  which 
left  all  parties  claiming  a 
satisfactory  result,  al- 
though the  outcome  looks 
closer  to  the  original  Guin- 
ness/GrandMet  plan  than 
Mr  Arnault's  alternative. 

But  while  market  strate- 
gists will  ponder  whether 
the  Good  of  bids,  agreed  or 
hostile,  are  the  sign  of  a 
bull  market  in  its  death 
throes,  shareholders  will 
have  to  decide  whether  in- 
dividual deals  represent 
value  or  vainglory. 

Perhaps  the  most  imme- 
diately attractive  of  the 
deals  is  the  tie-up  between 
Reed  Elsevier  and  Walters 
Kluwer.  It  has  the  advan- 
tage of  being  driven  not  by 
what  the  companies  will 
save  by  putting  their  opera- 
tions together  — although 


there  will  be  cost-cutting  — 
but  what  they  can  do 
together.  The  merged  busi- 
ness should  be  more  than 
the  sum  of  its  parts  rather 
than  the  sum  of  a series  of 
economies  of  scale. 

Reed  Elsevier,  for  exam- 
ple, will  give  Wolters 
Kluwer  Internet  distribu- 
tion and  the  technological 
experience  built  op  in  the 
development  of  the  Lexis- 
Nexls  data  bases.  In  return 
it  will  get,  for  example. 
Wolters  Kluwers  legal  and 
I fiscal  publishing. 

An  alliance  will  have  an 
additional  benefit  The  two 
will  stop  bumping  up 
against  each  other  every 
time  a potentially  tempting 
acquisition  becomes  avail- 
able. 

That  should  not  affect  the 
regulators'  view,  however. 
The  combined  group  will  be 
big.  powerful  and  diverse. 
It  may  become  more  so.  An- 
alysts are  already  ponder- 


ing whether  one  aim  is  to 
create  a group  with  suffi- 
cient power  to  make  an- 
other big  acquisition. 

The  publishing  of  learned 
tomes,  from  taxation  to 
medicine,  may  not  appear 
the  most  crucial  area  for 
the  regulatory  authorities 
but  the  principle  of  proper 
effective  competition  is  not. 
divisible. 

While  publishing  comess 
to  terms  with  a new  force," 
Europe’s  insurance  indns-q 
try  takes  another  couple  or 
steps  on  the  well-trodden” 
road  to  consolidation.  Each 
of  the  two  latest  manoeu- 
vres has  its  complexities. 

The  news  that  BATs  is 
talking  to  Zorich  is,  to  say 
the  least,  intriguing.  A deal 
with  BATs  would  give 
Zurich  greater  exposure  to 
the  US,  where  BATs  has 
Farmers,  but  for  BATs 
shareholders  the  ben- 
efit appears  to  be  defensive 
— separation  of  the  tobacco 


1 and  financial  services 
businesses. 

Dividing  BATs  into  its 
; two  constituent  parts  has 
been  tried  before,  most  no- 
tably by  the  late  Sir  James 
Goldsmith  in  1989  and  then 
when  the  company  contem- 
i plated  merging  the  insur- 
ance businesses  with  those 
.of  Commercial  Union. 

Although  the  benefits  of 
Ldivislon  are  not  to  be 
sniffed  at,  that  begs  the 
I question  of  whether  Zurich 
Is  the  beBt  partner  for 
“BATs.  The  former  will  not 
bring  a huge  amount  to  the 
party  in  terms  of  the  UK 
market,  where  BATs  is  rep- 
resented by  Allied  Dunbar 
and  Ragle  Star.  Zurich  may 
be  a better  bet  in  the  longer 
run.  however,  if,  as  most  of 
the  industry  appears  to  ac- 
cept, areal  single  European 
insurance  market  develops. 

Italy's  Generali  is  cer-  = 
talnly  in  the  Euro-consolida- 
tion camp  with  its  bid  for 


France’s  AGF.  If  it  polls  off 
the  deal,  and  that  is  not  cer- 
tain at  the  FTSOO-per-share 
offer,  it  could  find  itself  with 
a bonus  in  the  shape  of  the 
Athena  insurance  business. 
Hut  is  part  ofWonns  & CSe, 
which  is  on  the  receiving' 
end  of  a joint  bid  from  AGF 
Hint  an  AgnoTH  family  vehi- 
cle. Generali  has  said  it  will 
not  try  to  stop  AGF  swallow- 
ing Athena.  Why  should  it? 
if  bigger  Is  better,  then  two 
deals  should  be  better  than 
one. 

The  battle  of  the  insurers 
could  get  more  complex  if 
Allianz  decides  to  take  a* 
hflnii  in  the  game.  The  big 
German  Insurer  has  been 
linked  with  both  AGF  and 
GAN,  and  could  seek  to  top 
the  Italian  offer  or.  rather 
more  likely,  seek  to  buy 
GAN  from  the  French  gov- 
ernment. Then  again.  It 
might  take  a hand  in 
reshaping  the  German 
banking  sector. 


Restructuring  of  the  in- 
surance sector  is  only  one 
aspect  of  wider  changes  in 
financial  services.  The 
German  hanking  sector  is 
still  coming  to  terms  with 
the  merger  of  the  two  big 
Bavarian  banks.  Hypo  and 
Vereinsbank.  Yesterday, 
the  focus  shifted  from 
southern  Germany  to  the 
Nordic  region  with  the 
$10  billion  merger  between 
Finland’s  biggest  bank. 
Merita,  and  Sweden’s  Nord- 
banken.  There  are  signs  al- 
ready that  they  are  looking 
to  bring  in  other  partners. 

Investors  appear  happy 
with  yesterday’s  events  in 
the  most  benign  of  lights, 

TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS  ~ 


iudeing  by  what  happened 
to  the  share  prices  of  most 
of  those  involved.  That 
seems  a function  of  the 
stock  market  hubris  which 
is  helping  to  drive  what 
may  yet  come  to  be  sms® 
merger  mania  — although 
not  before  the  investment 
bankers  have  clocked  up  a 
millions  more  pounds  in 


Still,  not  everyone  was 
happy  yesterday  The  ag- 

cregates  group  Redland 
was  miffed  that  TJ*&trge 
took  advantage  of  the  UK 
company’s  travails  with  a 
neatly  timed  offer.  Perhaps 
that  was  because  the  bid 
looked  so  old-fashioned. 
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Singapore  145 
South  Africa  735 
Spain  232.00 
Sweden  12.03 
Switzerland  130 
Turkey  275.600 
USA  19865 


Stock  exchanges  kept  busy  as  boardrooms  across  Europe  seal  £65.2  billion  worth  of  alliances 

Reed  plans  a global  blockbuster 
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Lisa  Buckingham 
City  Editor 

REED  Elsevier,  the 
Anglo-Dutch  pub- 
lishing company, 
yesterday  unveiled 
a blockbusting 
£20  billion  merger  with 
Wolters  Kluwer  to  create  the 
largest  professional  and  sci- 
entific information  group  in 
the  world. 

The  move  maintains  the  fu- 
rious pace  of  consolidation  in 
global  publishing  and  under- 
lines Reed  Elsevier’s  determi- 
nation not  to  see  its  competi- 
tive edge  diluted  by  new- 
technology  rivals. 

The  three-way  merger  — 


| which  will  first  combine  Else- 
vier with  Wolters  Kluwer  be- 
fore adding  the  business  of 
the  two  Dutch  groups  to  that 
of  Reed  International  — will 
be  achieved  through  a share 
swap. 

The  companies  stressed  the 
deal  was  designed  to  boost 
revenues  rather  than  save 
money,  although  costs  should 
fall  by  about  £50  million 
within  three  years  without 
large  cuts  in  the  combined 
group's  42.000  workforce. 

Nigel  Stapleton,  cochair- 
man  of  Reed  Elsevier,  said: 
‘This  will  give  us  a much  bet- 
ter position  to  exploit  all  the 
new  media.  In  the  context  of 
content-ownership,  big  is 
beautiful:  if  we  really  want  to 


Arnault  deal 
frees  marriage 


Ian  King  j 

BRITAIN'S  biggest 
merger  is  almost  cer- 
tain to  go  ahead  after 
Guinness  and  Grand  Metro- 
politan yesterday  defeated 
attempts  by  key  investor 
Bernard  Arnault  to  block 
the  £24  billion  deal. 

Mr  Arnault,  chairman  of  I 
Louis  Vuitton  Meet  Hen- 
nessey and  the  biggest  sin- 
gle investor  in  both  drinks  , 
companies,  had  fought  bit- 
terly against  the  merger 
but  dropped  his  opposition 
in  return  for  a £550  million 
payment,  creation  of  a 1 
global  distribution  channel  i 
for  its  champagne  and  co- 
gnac brands,  and  a seat  on 
the  board  of  the  combined 
drinks  group. 

The  last  obstacle  to  the 
merger  being  consummated 
Is  approval  by  US  and  Euro- 
pean competition  authori- 
ties. The  European  Com- 
mission is  expected  to  clear 
the  deal,  assuming  certain 
conditions  are  met,  at  a 
meeting  tomorrow. 

Despite  the  payments 
being  made  to  LVMH,  ana- 
lysts said  the  compromise 
was  effectively  a defeat  for 
Mr  Arnault  who  struck  the 
deal  with  Tony  Greener 
and  George  Bull,  his  coun- 
terparts at  Guinness  and 
GrandMet. 

GrandMet  shares  gained 
22*/ip  to  605’Ap.  Guinness 
28'/=p  to  605'Ap  and  LVMH 
Fr25  to  Fr-1,248  (£131). 

Under  the  agreement 
terms.  Guinness  and 
LVMH’s  existing  distribu- 


Grand  Met 
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tion  Joint  venture  will  be  ex- 
tended to  GrandMet,  whose 
brands  include  Smirnoff 
vodka  and  Gordon's  gin. 

Guinness  will  also  make 
a one-off  payment  of  £250 
million  to  LVMH,  which  it 
said  would  reflect  “addi- 
tional benefits"  from  the 
merger. 

In  addition.  LVMH  — 
which  will  retain  10-11  per 
cent  in  the  merged  com- 
pany, GMG  Brands  — will 
collect  another  £300  million 
as  part  of  the  pay-out  being 
made  by  Guinness  and 
GrandMet  to  shareholders 
after  the  merger. 

In  return,  Mr  Arnault 
who  also  gets  a seat  on  tbe 
GMG  board,  has  dropped 
LVMH’s  legal  action,  which 
could  have  delayed  the  deal 
by  up  to  a year.  LVMH  will 
also  have  first  option  if 
Guinness  decides  to  sell  its 
34  per  cent  stake  in  Mo€t 
Hennessey. 


Guinness 
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0 Main  brands 

Guinness,  Johnnie  Walker,  Beta. 
Dewars,  Gordon's.  Tanqueray, 
Red  Stripe  and  Harp. 


get  the  attention  of  the  soft- 
ware providers  like  Microsoft 
and  the  delivery  channels, 
then  we  must  be  getting  big- 
ger." 

Despite  tbe  size  of  the 
merger,  the  new  group  — 
which  has  yet  to  be  named  — 
is  already  planning  some 
mega-takeovers  of  its  own.  Mr 
Stapleton  said  the  company 
would  concentrate  on  North 
America  and  on  scientific, 
professional  and  business  sec- 
tors. 

The  enlarged  group,  with 
sales  of  more  than  £5  billion, 
will  be  by  far  the  biggest  pub- 
lishing group  in  the  Nether- 
lands. It  will  have  a strong 
market  position  in  the  US  as 
well  as  Europe,  but  Mr  Staple- 


ton  said  he  did  not  expect  any 
regulatory  difficulties. 

Shares  in  all  three  of  the 
companies  shot  up  yesterday 
as  the  market  was  quick  to 
celebrate  the  union.  It  helped 
restore  some  of  the  damage 
inflicted  on  Reed  and  Elsevier 
which  recently  disclosed  that 
they  had  uncovered  an  adver- 
tising black-hole  in  their 
travel  division. 

Mr  Stapleton  said  the  travel 
business's  losses  were  un- 
likely to  upset  the  merger. 

He  said  the  combination 
with  Wolters  Kluwer  — 
which  was  formed  in  res- 
ponse to  a hostile  bid  from  El- 
sevier a decade  ago  — would 
save  both  companies  bidding 
against  each  other  for  acqui- 


sitions in  the  publishing 
arena.  They  have  recently 
found  themselves  in  the  same 
field  of  bidders  for  CCH  and 
Tolleys. 

This  rivalry  for  acquisi- 
tions was  one  factor  driving 
tbe  merger.  Another  has  been 
changes  among  senior  execu- 
tives at  the  Dutch  rampart  tag 
which  han  allowed  old  enmi- 
ties surviving  the  hostile  bid 
to  evaporate. 

In  fbture  he  will  answer  to 

Cornells  Brake!,  chairman  of 
Wolters  Kluwer,  who  will  be- 
come chief  executive  of  file 
enlarged  group.  The  directors 
are  talcing  advantage  of  the 
merger  to  simplify  the  board 
structure,  currently  led  by 
two  co-chairmen. 
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Tony  Greener  chairman  of  Guinness  tops  up  after  the  compromise  with  Bernard  Amanlt  lets  the  £24bn  drinks  merger  with  GrandMet  go  ahead 


PHOTOGRAPH:  DAVID  SNJJTOE 


Redland  rejects  £2bn  offer  BAT  quiet  on  Swiss  deal 


Roger  Cowe 

REDLAND  chairman 
Rudolph  Agnew  yester- 
day turned  down  a 
£2  billion  takeover  bid  from 
its  French  rival  Lafarce,  but 
signalled  that  he  would  be 
open  to  higher  offers. 

“1  believe  we  can  show 
shareholders  better  value 
than  this,"  he  said,  respond- 
ing to  Lafarge's  offer  of  320p 
per  share,  which  values  Red- 
land at  £1.7  billion.  Lafarge 
would  also  take  over  £400  mil- 
lion of  debt. 

The  combined  businesses 
would  create  the  world's  larg- 
est aggregates  company  and 
the  second  largest  in  cement 
and  concrete.  Total  sales 
would  be  more  than 
£6  billion,  while  the  group 
would  employ  61,000  people. 

The  French  company's 
chief  executive.  Bertrand  Col- 
lomb,  had  claimed  earlier 
that  the  takeover  would  be  in 
the  interests  of  both  compa- 
nies' shareholders. 

He  promised  that  his  com- 
pany's earnings  would  be  en- 
hanced through  buying  Red- 
land, while  the  UK  company's 
shareholders  would  get  a pre- 1 
mium  of  a third  above  last  I 


week’s  share  price  and  an  end 
to  the  company’s  difficulties. 

Mr  Collomb  said  the 
merged  companies  would 
result  in  cost  savings,  espe- 
cially in  France. 

Lafarge  struck  after  decid- 


Lafarge 
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ing  that  It  needed  to  add  a 
new  business  to  its  strength 
in  cement,  concrete  and  ag- 
gregates. Redland ’s  difficul- 
ties, exacerbated  by  the  reces- 
sion in  Germany,  provided  an 
opportunity  for  an  offer. 
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Roger  Cowe 

ZURICH  Insurance  and 
BAT  Industries  yester- 
day took  a vow  of 
silence  after  leaks  revealed 
plans  for  a £22  billion  merger 
of  their  financial  services 
arms,  leaving  BAT  to  concen- 
trate on  tobacco. 

Zurich  shareholders  would 
own  a 55  per  cent  stake  of  the 
combined  company,  leaving 
BAT  shareholders  with  the 
rest,  plus  shares  in  BAT.  Both 
sides  wQl  say  no  more  until 
details  are  finalised. 

The  share  price  of  each 
company  soared  as  stock  mar- 
kets looked  fhvourably  on  the 
planned  combination.  BAT 
shares  leapt  58p  to  609p,  while 
in  Switzerland  the  shares  of 
Zurich  Insurance  advanced 
by  SFr42  to  SFr641. 

“A  merger  would  be  posi- 
tive and  create  one  of  the 
world's  largest  insurance 
groups.”  one  analyst  said. 

The  attraction  for  Zurich  is 
BAT’S  strength  in  the  US  and 
it  was  speculated  that  the 
merged  group  might  shed  UK 
Insurance  businesses. 

BATs  insurance  operations 
include  Farmers  Group  Ln  the 
US,  as  well  as  UK  Eagle  Star 


and  Allied  Dunbar.  The  group 
aims  to  build  its  cigarette 
business  into  a world  leader 
by  expanding  in  developing 
countries. 

• Italy's  largest  insurers.  As- 
sicurazioni  Generali, 


launched  a hostile  Fr^  bil- 
lion (£5.72  billion)  bid  for 
AGF,  France's  second  largest 
insurer  and  itself  a contender 
for  control  of  Worms  & Cie, 
the  French  financial  group  — 
John  Clover  in  Milan. 
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il  s unbeaten  coit  faces  a tough  test  in  Saturday’s  Dewhurst  Stakes.  Tony  Paley  reports 

daggers  favourite  to  draw  again 


TS®,  "^eaten  Dagge 
Drawn  was  made  2 

EKX2U; 

skt-^ksss. 

wi.i  en  bookmakers  start/ 

b^EoptberaceyS^ 

ve2£  ?^1Ceca-train®d  j, 

&™b°uT^ct 

Fraich  challenger  Xaa?  Ji 
was  spoken  of  in  gip^ 

^ssr^ag 

sksaiel?*  *" - 

Fabre  has  previously  set 
over  both  Xaai-s  sireXS! 
™ Pennekamp  to  win  thj 

th?2  ^^e  -e0Ine  on  t0  wi 
uie  2,ooo  Guineas  and  he  obv 

S/Olds  this  one  £?£ 

Daeprs  Drawn  is  slmHarl 
well  thought  of  in  the  Ceci 
ra®P  but  had  to  be  rouste 
^ong  to  beat  Docks  ider  a 

2h^attei!rS-,Leeer  meetln 
}*e  failed  to  con  vine 
some  shrewd  observers  of  hi 
Guineas  prospects.  He  has  i 
noticeably  round  action  ant 
will  be  better  suited  by  Satui 
oay*s  forecast  good  going. 

Central  Park,  a cLear-cu 
winner  from  Docksider  a 
Glorious  Goodwood  ii 
August  who  has  recoveret 
tr°™  the  blood  disorde: 
which  has  kept  him  out  o 
action  since,  is  5-1  with  Hill’s 
The  impressive  Houghtoi 
Stakes  winner  Tamarisk,  7-: 
with  the  Tote,  has  been  sup 
plemented  at  a cost  of  £18,000. 

Saturday’s  inaugura 
Champions  Day  is  packed  ftil 
of  interest  and  the  Cbampior 
Stakes  itself  will  definite!} 
feature  Benny  The  Dip 
trainer  John  Gosden  revealec 
last  night  It  will  be  the  Derbj 
winner’s  last  race  in  Britair 


Close  call . . . John  Reid  gets  A If  ah  a al  (right)  home  by  a short  head  Grom  Star  Torn  at  Leicester  yesterday  photograph:  qeohge  shh-ton 


as  he  will  be  sent  to  stud  in 
Kentucky  at  the  end  of  the 
season. 

There  were  10  acceptors  for 
the  £250, 000-add ed  Group  One 
event  including  Pilsudski  and 
Singspiel,  neither  of  whom 
has  been  confirmed  a definite 
runner  by  trainer  Michael 


Stoute.  Peter  Chapple-Hyam 
has  left  in  Revoque  while  Ai- 
dan  O'Brien  will  decide  later 
this  week  whether  to  run  dual 
Irish  Classic  winner  Desert 
King. 

Rebecca  Sharp,  so  unlucky 
in  Ascot's  Queen  Elizabeth 
Stakes  last  time,  definitely 


runs  in  the  Group  Two  Chal- 
lenge Stakes  along  with  1,000 
Guineas  third  Dazzle  hut  im- 
pressive Diadem  Stakes  win- 
ner RTnadim  is  “not  a definite 
runner"  according  to  trainer 
John  Dunlop. 

Frankie  Dettori  who  had  a 
treble  at  Leicester  yesterday, 


Has  picked  up  some  note- 
worthy outside  rides  at  the 
same  venue  today.  Luca  Gu- 
rnard's York  winner  Absolut- 
ly  Sparklin  (2.00)  will  appre- 
ciate racing  back  on  an  easier 
surface  in  the  Wymeswold 
Condition  Stakes. 

John  Rickman,  former  an- 


chor man  for  ITVs  racing 
programme  who  had  been  ill 
with  cancer  for  some  time, 
died  on  Sunday  night  at  the 
age  of  84.  Rickman  will  be 
best  remembered  for  his 
charm  and  gentlemanly  man- 
ner and  for  doffing  his  trilby 
at  the  start  of  the  programme. 
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Sport  in  brief 

Open  goes  back  to 
Lytham  in  2001 

THE  Open  Championship  will  return  to  Royal  Lytham  in  2001 
aftera  gap  of  only  five  years.  Although  Muirfield  has  not  staged 
the  event  since  1992  and  Royal  St  George’s  in  Kent  since  1993, 
the  Royal  and  Ancient  Club  has  decided  to  award  Lytham  its 
lOthOpen. 

The  American  Tom  Lehman  won  there  last  year.  Other 
Lytham  champions  were  Severiano  Ballesteros  (1979  and  1988), 
Gary  Flayer  (1974),  Tony  Jacklin  (1969),  Bob  Charles  (1963), 
Peter  Thomson  (1958),  Bobby  Locke  (1952)  and  Bobby  Jones 
(1926). 

Next  year’s  Open  is  at  Royal  Birkdale.  Then  Carnoustie 
comes  back  on  to  the  rota  in  1999 after  an  absence  of  24  years. 
The  2000 championship  is  at  St  Andrews. 

Lytham  holds  the  record  for  the  biggest  crowds  outside  St 
Andrews,  a total  of  191.334  during  the  1988  Open. 


Chinese  smashes  record 

CHEN  YAN  shattered  a swimming  woiid  record  that  had  stood 
for  15  years  when  she  set  a time  of4min  34.79sec  in  the  400  metres 
Individual  medley  at  China's  National  Games  in  Shanghai 
yesterday. 

Chen,  16,  from  the  north-eastern  province  of  Liaoning,  eclipsed 
the  previous  record  by  laisec.  That  was  set  by  Petra  Schneider  of 
the  fbnner  East  Germany  at  the  worid  championships  m Guaya- 
quil, Ecuador,  in  August  1982. 


Hendry  out  to  better  Davis 

STEPHEN  HENDRY  gpes  into  the  £350,000  Grand  Prix  in  Bourne- 
mouth today  thirsting  for  success  after  eight  months  waiting  to 
break  another  snooker  record  held  by  his  great  rival  Steve  Davis. 

The  Scot  is  attempting  to  capture  a 29th  ranking  title,  having 
matched  Davis’s  tally  of  28  by  winning  the  International  Open  In 
February.  Two  opportunities  slipped  away  when  he  foiled  in  the 
British  Qpen  and  Embassy  World  Championship  in  the  spring 
and  now,  after  recharging  his  batteries  over  the  summer,  the 
game’s  leading  player  is  raring  to  go. 

In  the  last  64,  Hendry  will  meet  his  fellow  Scot  Jamie  Burnett  or 
Oxford's  Lee  Richardson  and  be  is  seeded  to  meet  Dave  Harold— 
his  conqueror  in  the  1994  Grand  Prix — in  the  following  round. 


Weightlifting  marks  hoisted 

WORLD  weightlifting  records  tumbled  in  two  women's  catego- 
ries at  China’s  National  Games  in  Shanghai  yesterday.  Li  Zhuo 
shattered  the  previous  best  snatch  and  jerk  and  total  lift  marks  in 
the  50kg  competition.  Her  total  lift  was  217.5kg,  beating  the 
previous  record  of  197.5kg.  Earlier,  Xing  Fen  set  a world  record 
total  lift  of 202.5kg  in  the  46kg  category . 


Award  for  Fox-Pitt 

WILLIAM  FOX-PITT,  Britain’s  most  successful  rider  at  last 
month’s  European  Open  championships,  received  recognition 
yesterday  as  winner  of  an  Equestrian  Personality  of  the  Year 
award.  The  2&-year-oId  Oxfordshire-based  rider  helped  Britain  to 
team  gold  for  the  second  successive  time  and  also  collected  the 
individual  silver  for  his  effort  on  Cosmopolitan  II. 


Leicester  Jackpot  card  with  guide  to  the  form 


TIMYPALEV 

TOP  FORM 

1.30 

Celtic  Pageant 

Ceffic  Pageant 

2.00 

130 

A^totgrSparifita  (nap) 

Mitotan 

Bombastic 

3.00 

By  Jay 

Hahnanenor 

3.30 

Keyboogkt 

StarPredston 

4.00 

Naval  Bra* 

Naval  Games 

430 

Strinfaig  Example 

PriotoPrirea 

5.00 

HafesficKOs 

M^estSctBb 

Rigtit-tanded.  iXm  back  with  433  nn-ki.  Straight  mile. 

Going:  Good  to  soft  * Denotes  bonkers. 

Draw:  Low  numbers  favoured 

Lmg  distance  travelers:  Star  Wfcness  (4.30)  A Newcomtoe.Down,  204  mfe. 
Seven  day  amnenc  None. 

Bantered  first  time  None.  Vhored:  4.00  Nocaldftn. 


Figures  In  brackets  alter  home's  name  denote  days  since  last  outing  J.  Jumps. 
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Sevan  day  winoera:  Norte. 

BGnkared  first  fine:  3.20  Tycoonese.  Visored:  2.20  Deecaebea. 
Roures 'm  bradets  alter  horse's  name  denote  days  since  last  outing. 
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Eskimo  EOS* 

2.40 

MrUontagne 

MUontague 

3.10 

Khmaca  SoU  (Mi) 

Monaco  Gold 

3.40 

Son  Leal 

Stas  Last 

4.10 

Galen 

Reve  Do  Votes 

4.40 

Cheater 

Cotlstown  Boy 

5:10 

Brother  Of  Iris 

— 

Itetealtog,  left-banded  cYcull  ot  IXm  wflh  200yds  run-fei. 

Going:  Good  to  firm.  + Denotes  Winters. 

Long  distance  travelers:  Sweet  Qseaux  (2.10)  and  Remi  Doone 
(5.10)  P Bowen,  Dyfed.  291  mles. 

Sevan  day  wfemets  None. 

BBnkared  first  firm:  2.10  Sneet  Qseaux.  Visored:  None. 

Hgures  In  brackets  alter  horse's  name  denote  days  since  last  outing 


o 4 ft  JOHN  WADE  CONDmONAL  JOCKEYS’ 

Am  I wSHUNG  HANDICAP  HIBIDLE 

2m  5f  1 1 0yds  El  ,968  <1 1 dedared) 

PB123  Ctatataa  (152)  J Pcdfla  6-11-10 S 

-13333  Eatooe  Ora  (48)  j Ifate  4-11-7 E Unfit 

0456  Smet  Gtaare  (34]  p Boren  4-11-3 L Curates  * 

TO14-  Sir Pagaate (PS) (D) K BUycate 8-1V-3 Blhreay* 

-Bin  FSaBock  (Ity  (D)  H Mnandsr  7-11-2 H HcGratt 

066»  MtataB  *78  (WO)  WTtetfna  5-11-1 E Criteghre 

500-03  Eazrafi  (17J  G M Itam  6-10-7 ■ Barely  R 

5^323  VCdras Ore©  Off) O&Mtfsy 7-10-4 S Scntfe 

4)0444  CnranreRy  Seivta  (Ity  J tatr  6-W-l B MM 

» SPD  StMtaiffBtyJiataeMM S Tailor 

tl  mo-  Bogalt  (Wty  BIAnty  7-10-0 f laafay 

BmMy  7-3  Esttno  Nss.  94  fUUh.  5-1  6aaal  8-1  WOOB  OK.  7-1 
□ofcierB.  a PtfganL  M St  Qsoul 


CHESTNUT  HAIffilCAP  HURDLE 

2m  if  £2,390  (8  declared) 

0-P2<P  Bans  (31)  (D)  as  J aore  6-11-10 .E 

3030-3  BsttaWpn)(CtyG  A Hrto  MI-6  F tester  (3) 

P45B-2  Ucyai  Ctere  [ty^Pit*  B-io-i3 — e teat  H 
335-M  stttei  testa  (Ity  m Na  M Reveley  S-iO-IZ  « Ut  H 

g3132tettagre (6) TDonre* HD-12 1 Mona 

00402  ttestera Verrinv (tl] U Ham 4-10-1 — AS  State 

05F-56  SpAttlraW  (BtyffiJHirtM Jitata  6-10-0  A H«fta 

OEdPO  PetriCD  (Flty  P Bewntf  5-HHJ B Grates  (5) 

n-<  .ro  :• : r;a*  Circus  Vrtfiwn  vu*w. 

6-i  Eutrcn  i-:  Fjt.  i M L-- • «ms 


3 4 ARED  ONION  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

■ I W2m  5f  110yds  £3,420  (4  declared) 


411-12  Jtfltfrentt2»IBOGRdBi*M2-0 P Many 

• 032-1!  Sfireir gn  (fl  J HOtriM  Jterai  MI-7 -A  Hapttv 

110-21  ritriatfHtnif  CT  (Q  ^ asal  3-  F .>fcCon?t^  W 

(32-21  ttenareCttl (tty mtaURwrtej 5-10-11  ..  Ptm 
Bgnmp  2-1 T4SHK  &W  5-2  4**  R 3-1  EdttJtfiitef.  7-2  Eden  Dm. 


Q^gQALUED  DOMECQ  WHS  HAIPffl  STAKES 


Mm2f  £3,448  (9  declared) 

03  ttatoraoM  (21)  J (taka  4-9-6 
45  Bank  tatty 

32  Bkanta 

i SaaRaarim 
iL 

00  The 

FabyBapataJ 


iCtbel  4-8-0 

Dwta  3-9-0. 


_ J Canal 
. A Madoj 
5 Sanders 


C Tlmton  3-9-0 D HcXeOWB 

3-9-0 X Dariey 


_ i Orion 

.TVMmk 

Gridin  Sadtfto  Mss  L Paraa  3-8-9 B Coctaane 

56  htetta  Goarare  (Ml  J Dteop  3-8-9 D HoBaad 


BaNag.lM  Rkanla  3-1  Trieraan.  Isabela  Gonzsoe.  7-2  VHenon 


4,20™ LBNranl  MMDB<  stakes  2Y° 


JOB 

H® 

is 

9B 


"7f  £3,376  (10  dedared) 

taaaoiaa  C Ttornta  9-0  .. — 
6 Bari  Qt  (II)  J Grata  9-0  ~ 
0 Blare  Italia  (M)  J Earace  9-0 . 
J Ekb9-0  . 


Mcraaote. 

terttonw 


D HdtaH 

J Carrol 

J Tate 

T 


r Banter  M Jonnun  9-0 J Fwteg 

_ 1 U Johnston  9-0 D HeV 

35  Royal Btytt*  pty  DLodn'S-O  — — -R  Cnterare 

D ByeOaUatePty  J Beny9-0 S Sateen 

58220  tantek(lty  (Bty  JDnntapM  K Dariey  * 

002  Sat  IM  (26)  J Hanson  8-9 E Jttnsoa 


BsUtag;  3-1  Best  Qrari.  7-2  Hoyri  ftplre  9-2  GhocDbae.  6-1  Sd  Trad 


'5f  £3,132  (20  dedared) 

550045  Gate  Ho«  <T7)  M QmtoO  3-9-10 A 

200060  Herat  (24)  M Wn  4-9-4 
0CD25D 
09050 

6-9-1 
120000  Tares 
050104  Htyte  (tty 

S80000  are  - 

200442  SOW 
010WO  Bare 
550000  » Hr  Irek 

oeoooo 

333000 
00900 
316300 

000003  lacytene 
100600  Bfcnteg  h*> 

000602  ~ ~ — 

02)050 
040030 
130322 


J*  (IS  PI  IKs  L Sk 


0 

— B Coctora  * 

(CD)  Un  L Penan 

J ttetete  (7) 

J MUnmgbt  98-13  B PSddn  (3)  -* 

3-8-12 PftareyP) 

98-12  — K Oerter 

MbaJCraaa 5-8-tl  S Webster* 

SUM  4-8-11 E Jetaren 


) D Nrien  6-9-11 C Leather 

^P^UBWter  5-8-T0 ._  ■ 


| R tea  4-8-8 


aLPvare  8-8-9  D 


SKeUaMfi  4-8-8 J CtotoB 

Ueelre  3-8-7 J TMa 

Mrs  J Jcnta  4-8-6  Damn  HsBrit  (3) 

9,010  4-95 A Oman 

(3ty  E «* n 3-6-1 J Orta 

Pty  D Oapmen  4-8-1 Date  Gtesea  * 

Amy  (15)  J Sokk  6-8-1 T ttttrat 

Bate®  9-2  SnAmDoalnkn.  7-1  Tong  Bn.  (tyfi.  Prites.  8-1  RUi  Gkw 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


Jockeys 


la  Are  % Lt»*  Si 


40  100  202  -2271 
28  161  17.4  -44.99 
10  134  13rt  -40.87 
17  73  213  -633 
17  146  119  -11.12 
17  15S  11  -56.65 
9 93  27  -2850 


Trattra 


19  tens  % Leras 


JsKZrae 

JDBBtap 

■baPtoitet 

RBycraft 


22  161  117  -6949 
18  101  150  -26  72 
14  220  6.48  -120.13 
11  40  275  +4975 

10  39  216  -Z£S 
10  179  506  -8900 
9 85  106  -29  79 


Jg^QailLTDH  CLUB  HANDICAP  CHASE 


r2m  110yds  £3.140  (7  declared) 


1 

2 1F21-F 

3 U214W 


SS1. 


| J ware  11-12-0 A P 

R 5-11-8 P Hra 

J rtwart^  JohEon 


4 Straw  VteraJIC  G)  6 A Hatter  10-11-7  A 

5 09311  Sore  Leal  (l«MJ  Jetenan  7-11-4 ...  E 
B 00009  ltetata(PWf90““MO-9,.C  - 

7 POTP-O  Gore  Aeftare  DM)  P)  H Barnes  6-10-1 A 

Bettv  6-4  Sree  tear.  9-4  Steer  Hire.  7-2  Crass  Cram.  12-1  M*fe  Bay.  14-1 
Hgnaag  In  Uw.  29-1  Gene  A ten.  25-1  Same  Viera. 


A 4 SCOTMAH.  HANDICAP  CHASE 

*#■  I V 3m  3f  £2,726(7  declared) 

MIM  ItarBnraalBw  (11)  TO  J watt  8-12-0. 


6-11-8  , 


10-11-8  , 


AS 

K 

■ P 


69415  Baas  da 
45063- 
14-00U 

OHD-3 

2-6544 
POF05- 

Betar  2-1  Grim.  11-4  Roe  de  me.  5-1  Jaotfy  So.  11-2  Owftrens  Fteer. 
Datanan.  7-1  Uawrflbpre  20-1  Ueesoene. 


J UcCOnadU  1MM3 — A Thornton 

(11)  JHDMnlJgiim  MO-12 A Hsgrit 

X)  j BMafl  1T-1M0 LOttra* 

BBfare  5-190 O 


TB5P-1 
04WF 

MI-5 
PB-F23  Taqr'a 


2m  H £3,040  (7  dedared) 

J Hared  Jotreoa  8-11-5  — A tareba  * 
Ura  S ftadrae  6-1T-5  — Foster 
Pure  (218)  Mrs  S Haraer-Hane 

Ik  I J Brey  (7) 

tbs  D Owiot  Mi-5 ...  A 


O0FO8  Edriraw  (IBTJM  Cute  5-11-3  — 

TalTrinJ  Im  5-11-3  AS&tftt 

24504-  AUi  kbaeoir*  (Wty  R Mason  8-11-0  — ; — KJobatM 
_ 4-5  ctaraa.  7-2  Tony’s  Feetas,  5-1  town  Bey.  12-1  Me  Ueaolre. 
14-lli  Trie,  25-1  Efiflona.  33-1  Staff  Fnx 


5.10 


ASH  MTHWHHATEOPBI  NATIONAL 
HUNT  FLAT  RACE 

2m  If  £1 ’14  (14  declared) 


1- Bntftatt  ta  (ton  n Ub  H Arntar  4-11-ID . 
(V  Aeon  BnaBjHA  STempb  6-11-4 E Ci 


B JebBtaa 

039  TtadriauiotefBSi)  (Bf)  T Ezsasty  MI-4 L Wyer 

602  Sraan  (tty  B Efison  4-11-3 C NtCanaefc  (I) 

8 fiBnpaa  (185)  H OnWtatt  4-11-3  Hr  II  Orttopmtaa 

Ptredar  Mb  Us  SSratt  6-10-13 « Bunt 

0 BrirenenOfatnT)  Kto  J Con 4-10-12  — -..D  Byta 

4 PteteeMfirerm/Clrts  4-19-12 a Thornton  (3) 

Bribe  Ml  terira  01  ids.  3-1  Juah  Uac.  7-1  Deaf  Dam.  8-1  ThuntepoU. 
rmm  Pan.  10-t  Bcare  trail  Ot  Tbe  Uhl 


Results 


RICHARD  DUNWOODY  rode 
his  L 500th  career  winner  on 
Ashwell  Boy  in  the  Sapphire 
& Diamond  Novice  Chase  at 
Newton  Abbot  yesterday. 

"I'm  delighted  to  have  done 
ft  at  Newton  Abbot  and  for 
Philip  Hobbs.”  said  Dun- 
woody.  “I  hope  it  won't  be  too 
long  before  I reach  2,000." 

The  Ulsterman,  who  has 
been  champion  rider  three 
times,  holds  the  record  for 
successive  centuries  for  a 
jump  jockey,  having  reached 
that  mark  in  the  last  eight 
seasons. 

AYR 

2-20  (67):  1,  COURT  LANE,  K Fallon  (1-3 
lav):  2.  Era*  (50-i):  3,  Spinnia  i3-n.  fi 
ran.  9.  IX.  (D  Lnder)  Tote:  E1JO;  n.10. 
£1150.  Dual  F:  £20 SO.  CSF  E2133. 

aao  (Intel , RIOHT  WMC,  K Dariey  (3-1 


1BV),  S,  Tb*  WDd  WMm  (66-11;  3,  Ricky 
Ttaky  Tntai  (4—1).  5 ran  1*.  Jt  (W  Hem) 
Ttxa.C2.40, C1^0. £5.20  Dua»F:£2S.00.CSF: 


£5055. 

420  (lm)  1,  KAYO,  C LDWther  (25-1);  2, 
Prftm  Aahtaigli  (15-3);  3,  Flow  By  IM  I 

9-2  lav  Nosknl.  15  ran.  X,  nk.  |T  Ethertngion) 
Tote:  £49  30;  C9.70.  £2.40.  £3.40  Dual  F: 
£l1B.iaTrl«  £460.30  C5F:C1B7.9aTnca«: 
Cl  572.96. 

3JS0  (Ire  27  1B2yda|]  1.  PHCAY,  D Hol- 
land IIO-I);  a.  SturiHshay •»  15-1):  a, 
Alrertb  (9-2  fav).  10  ran.  Sn  hd.  2L  (M 
Johnston)  Tote:  E9  ID:  E2J0.  £150.  £250. 
Dual  F:  E27-20.  Tno:  C32-4a  CSF:  ESI  51. 
Trlcast:  £235.40. 

4-20  dm  BT*  1,  OMCB  MORE  FOR 
LUCK,  A Culftara  (9-41;  2,  Forzair  (7-1):  3> 
Ryraay  tares  (IB-1).  3-1  lav  Spaculnilvr. 
14  ran.  4,  9.  (Mrs  M Reveley)  Tata:  £4.20; 
Cl. ID,  £2.70.  CT50  Dual  F:  £850.  Trio: 
£39  10.  CSF:  Cl  754. 

450  (Ire  m 1.  ZORBA,  N Kennedy 
(12-1):  2.  Oadreon  (12-11. 3,  Foot  Btatal- 
ten  (11-4  Jnt-fav).  1 1-4  Jm-lav  Del  lua.  1 1 ran. 

1.  nk.  (J  Hatherton)  Tote:  £1680;  £3.70. 
£2.30.  C1.7D  Dual  F:  £43.00.  Trio:  £110.70 
CSF:  £1 27.80.  TriCBM:  £471 .77. 

PLACttPOT:  £137.10  QUADPOT:£4150. 

LEICESTER 

1 JO  (Tt>  1,  ONLY  IN  DREAMS,  M TaD- 
hun  (5-1);  2.  AstrapUl  1-10  law):  3,  Chaeo- 
tmt»  Bos  (14-1).  14  ran.  1%.  IS  (B  Meehan) 
Tola:  £1050:  £350.  £150.  CS.OO.  Dual  F: 
ELSO.  Trio:  £4750.  CSF-  0058. 
iLOO  (1m>  1,  UTtotART,  L Deane  I (7-1); 

2,  Katht  KooreBa  (7-1):  3,  IKsyflowar 
(33-1  j:4,  Bold  FaHli  (5-1  fav).  20  ran.  2.  IK. 
VS.  (J  Gooden)  Tow:  £750;  £250.  £2.40. 
£20.70,  £1.70.  Dual  F:  C23  10  Trio-  £494  90. 
CSF-  £50.12.  Trlcast  £1 .49854. 

2- 30  (1m>  1,  ALFAHAAL.  J Held  IB-1);  to 
Sire  TUrn  (7-1);  3,  TOtea  (33- 1).  B-l  Ihv 
Duello.  19  ran.  Sh  hd.  IX.  (R  Johnson 
Houghton)  Tote:  C0.8O;  £250.  £4.20.  £1350. 
Dual  F:  EBI.m  Trio:  £397.00.  CSF:  £5853. 
NR:  Fem's  Governor. 

3X0  (Ire  27):  1,  ASAKm,  L Dettori  (5-4 
lav);  2,  H HetsuaWoM  (9-4):  3,  AbWrea 
(2-1) 3 ran.  IX.  2a  (Saeed  bln  Suroo)  Tons. 
£1  .BO.  Dual  F:  E250.  CSF:  £3.82. 

3- 30  (Im  27):  1,  MDUtG  PLACE,  M Fen- 
ton (Ml  JnMavi:  2,  Pianist  r7-1);  3,  Red 

C®-«  jnMavJ.  16  ran.  Hd.  £.  (M  Belt) 
Totw  £3.40:  £150.  £1.80.  £150.  Dual  F: 
£82.70.  Trio:  £8750.  CSF:  £205 1 . NR:  PeHect 


Waj^RuBy  Bear. 


37  183vds)i  1.  SBCBHT  BAL- 
LOT, W J O'Connor  (9-1);  2,  Bowden  Star 
(7-1);  3,  Deep  Water  (B-i).  7-2  lav  Tyro- 
lean Dream.  14  ran.  Hd.  5. IK  Mahdl)  Tate: 
£1150:  £2.70.  £3.80,  £1.70.  Dual  F:  £5750. 
Trio.  £24150.  CSF:  EG75G.  Trlcast  £44041. 
NR:  Sliver  Whirl. 

4-30  (7f)i  1,  SHALAAt,  S Canon  (33-1); 

2,  Soguarv  (7-1J:  3,  WHd  Sky  (3-1).  2-1  ta  v 
Star  Invader.  13  ran.  2.  5.  (M  Chapman) 
Tola:  £41.60:  £4.7a  £2.10.  £150  Dual  F; 
£3950.  Trio-  Cl 270  BO.  CSF:  £24858. 

150  1,  LA  NUTT  ROSE,  L Dettori 

(7—4):  a,  Ysnshl  (6-»  tev);  3,  Pursuit  Van- 
turn  (IB-1).  13  ran.  4. 1JL  (Sneed  Din  Suroor) 

Tota  £350:  £5.40,  £1.10.  £1750.  Dual  F: 
£2.  W.  Trio:  £24.10  CSF.  £452. 

PLACEPOTV  £27250.  QUADPOTe  £7550 
JACKfOT:  Not  won.  £4.128.31  carried  over 
to  Leicester  today. 

NEWTON  ABBOt 

z.10(2m  Sf  IlOydt  Ch)t  1,  THURSDAY 

MIOHT.TJ  Murphy  (15-8):  2,  FeosUno  (4-5 

lav);  a,  Cool  Weather  (M)  A ran.  25.  dteL 

(P  NJchoils)  Tote:  £250.  Duel  F:  £150.  CSF: 

£353. 

2jSO  (2b  17  Hdte):  1,  CONNAUGHT 
CftACKSn,  FI  Ounwoofiy  (5-2  Jav);  2, 
- (7-2);  3,ltereieCtes8  (25- 1).  8 
im  10.  11.  (P  Hobbs)  Tote;  £2.40;  £2.00, 
£250.  Dual  F:C7^0.  CSF:  £11.17. 

3- 10  (2m  HOjrda  Chk  1,  AMLAH,  B 
Powell  (8-13  lav);  2,  Craptat  Beings  (4-1); 

3, CMofcifciddy  (7-1).  4rart.  7, 3.  (PHobba) 
Tottt  C15a  Dual  F:  PS0  CSF:  £358.  NR: 
Northern  saddler. 

X40(2mSf  HhSe):  ^aaRPS  PfUDR,  A 
Manure  (5-4  tav);  2,  mawiefc  (9-4);  3, 
(10-1).  7 ran.  4. 7.  (j  Mullins) 
Torn:  £250:  £1.60.  £200.  Dual  F;  £4.50.  CSF; 
£4  43. 

4.10  (2m  IlOyda  Chte  1,  ASKWeLL 
BOV,  R Dunwoody  18-11  lav).  2.  Mnrtlireu 
StarUgkt  (1 1-fi),  X Morrtoefc  (12-1).  6 ran. 
Z9.(PHotta) Tola: El5ttri50.Cl.il)  Dual 
F;EiaaCaF:E20£ 

4- 40  (2m  If  Hdfat>  1,  fURLBOdOV 
WALK,  R Thornton  (11-10  lav);  2,  Aknaps 
f*-1);  3,  ems  Paemma  (5-2).  7 ran.  2 10. 
(R  O'Sullivan)  Tote:  Cl  50:  Cl  50.  £270.  Dual 
F:Q.50.  CSF:  £6.42. 

KACKPOTt  23)20.  QUADPOT;£250. 


14  SPORTS  NEWS 

Motor  Racing 

Dispirited 
Villeneuve 
may  give  up 


Alan  Hsray 


JACQUES  VUleneuve 
may  retire  or  return  to 
IndyCar  racing  in 
North  America  if  he 
loses  the  world  championship 
as  a result  of  the  FIA  appeal 
hearing  nest  Tuesday  which 
is  expected  to  strip  him  of  his 
fifth  place  in  Sunday’s  Japa- 
nese Grand  Prix- 
The  26-year -old  Canadian 
was  originally  disqualified 
from  the  race  after  passing  a 
yellow  flag  at  undiminished 
speed  in  free  practice  at 
Suzuka. 

He  is  currently  one  point 
ahead  of  Michael  Schu- 
macher. but  If  the  FIA  strips 
him  of  the  two  points  he 
earned  for  fifth  in  Japan  he 
will  go  into  the  final  race  In 
Spain  a week  next  Sunday 
trailing  the  Ferrari  driver  by 
the  same  margin- 
If  he  should  then  lose  the 
championship,  sources  close 
to  Williams  hint  that  he 
might  quit  racing  altogether, 
even  though  he  has  a £10  mil- 
lion contract  to  drive  for  the 
team  to  the  end  of  1998. 

VUIeneuve.  a free-wheeling 
and  fiercely  independent  com- 
petitor. has  frequently  said 
that  he  would  give  up  the 
sport  if  he  slopped  enjoying 
it  '1  did  not  enjoy  this  week- 
end," he  said  at  Suzuka. 

However,  the  Williams 
technical  dLrector  Patrick 
Head  denied  firmly  that  Ville- 
neuve bad  signalled  any  in- 
tention of  quitting.  "He  has  a 
contract  in  place  with  us  next 
year  and  nobody  has  even 
suggested  he  might  stop,"  he 
said.  *1  have  never  heard  any- 
thing to  that  effect’' 

Head  believes  that  Ville- 
neuve is  capable  of  beating 
Schumacher's  Ferrari  in  a 
straight  fight  for  the  champi- 
onship at  Jerez,  which  Last 


VUleneuve . . . no  joy 


hosted  the  European  Grand 
Prix  in  1994  — when  Schu- 
macher, then  with  Benetton, 
was  battling  against  Damon 
Hill  for  the  title. 

Head  stoked  the  fires  for 
the  final  race  of  this  season 
when  be  said  at  the  weekend 
that  what  happened  to  Hill  In 
the  last  event  of  that  year,  at 
Adelaide,  was  "the  deliberate 
removal  of  a competitor"  by 
Schumacher.  He  feared  that 
history  might  repeat  Itself 
this  year. 

Schumacher  reacted  yester- 
day by  Insisting  that  he 
would  not  Indulge  in  any 
dirty  tricks  to  beat  VUleneuve 
to  the  title. 

In  Australia  the  German  be- 
came champion  when  he  and 
Hill  had  to  retire  after  the 
German’s  Benetton  bounced 
off  a barrier,  slewed  across 
the  track  and  collided  with 
the  Englishman’s  car.  But 
Schumacher  said  yesterday: 
“The  race  stewards  at  the 
time  didn’t  punish  me  and  I 
still  don’t  see  why  they 
should  have. 

“When  you  hit  a barrier  all 
you  are  concerned  about  is 
regaining  control  of  the  car, 
not  what  any  other  driver  is 
doing.  People  forget  I was  in 
front  of  Hill  when  the  acci- 
dent happened." 

Schumacher,  - who  on  Sun- 
day was  annoyed  at  being 
held  up  by  Hill,  warned  that 
he  would  not  be  cowed  into 
giving  VUleneuve  space  iT  the 
two  ended  up  battling  with 
each  other  in  Spain.  ‘1  will  be 
aggressive  if  necessary."  he 
said.  "It's  the  last  race  of  the 
season  and  whoever  finishes 
in  front  is  world  champion. 

"1  am  hopeful  we  can  take 
another  step  forward  with 
Ferrari  and  beat  Jacques  to 
the  title.  We  will  work  very 
hard  between  now  and  the 
race  to  do  that." 

Whatever  happens  at  Jerez, 
rather  than  retiring  it  is  more 
likely  that  Villeneuve  will  an- 
nounce that  he  is  joining  the 
planned  new  Reynard  For- 
mula One  superteam  who  will 
make  their  debut  in  1999. 

The  official  launch  of  the 
team,  masterminded  by  Vfl- 
leneuve's  long-time  manager 
and  mentor  Craig  Pollock  and 
reputedly  backed  with  a 
£150  million,  five-year  budget 
from  British  American 
Tobacco,  is  expected  at  the 
Spanish  event 

Come  what  may.  Williams 
have  already  inquired  about 
the  possibility  of  securing  the 
services  of  the  young  Italian 
driver  Jama  Trulli  as  a 
replacement  for  Villeneuve. 

Trulli,  who  led  for  almost 
half  the  Austrian  Grand  Prix 
in  the  Prost-Mugen  Honda,  is 
negotiating  to  stay  with  the 
French  team  as  team-mate  to 
Olivier  Panis  at  least  for  next 
year. 


Boxing 


Post-surgery  Wright  to  be 
kept  unconscious  for  a week 


JotmRawfing 


THE  Liverpool  Light-welter- 
weight  Carl  Wright  will 
remain  unconscious  and  on  a 
life-support  machine  for  at 
least  a week  after  emergency 
surgery  to  remove  a blood 
clot  from  his  brain.  A spokes- 
man for  the  Walton  Hospital 
on  Merseyside  said  yesterday 
that  he  remained  in  a stable 
but  critical  condition  and  in 
intensive  care. 

Wright,  28,  collapsed  while 
being  driven  home  from  the 
Sheffield  Arena,  several 
hours  after  losing  on  points  to 
Northern  Ireland's  Mark 
Winters  for  the  British  title. 
The  fight  took  place  on  the 
undercard  of  Naseem 
Hamed’s  World  Boxing 
Organisation  world  feather- 
weight title  defence  against 
Jose  Badillo  of  Puerto  Rico: 
Although  Wright  had  not 
fought  for  a year  before  Satur- 
day, he  would  have  under- 
gone normal  medical  exami- 
nations prior  to  the  contest, 
including  a brain  scan. 


Last  night  the  British 
Board  of  Control  secretary 
John  Morris  said:  “We  con- 
tinue to  review  all  safety  pro- 
cedures in  boxing.  I am  confi- 
dent that  in  Carl's  case 
everything  was  done  by  the 
book.  It  was  at  least  four 
hours  after  the  contest  that  it 
became  clear  he  wasn't  welL" 

Wright  is  the  second  Brit- 
ish boxer  this  year  to  undergo 
brain  surgery  after  a contest 
The  cruiserweight  Chris 
Henry  collapsed  after  a South- 
ern Area  title  fight  in  June. 
He  has  since  recovered  the 
power  of  speech  but  still 
limps  and  suffers  from  mem- 
ory loss. 

Henry's  manager  Jess  Har- 
ding said  last  night:  “My 
heart  goes  out  to  Carl's  family 
and  friends.  I know  what  they 
must  be  going  through." 

Wright's  elder  brother 
Paul,  a 31 -year-old  middle- 
weight who  was  at  the  Shef- 
field ringside  on  Saturday, 
said:  "I  will  never  box  again 
after  this.  I couldn’t  put  our 
ftunily  through  this  kind  of 
pain  again." 
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'/ZrGuardian  C!  INTERACTIVE 


Advancing  Argentina . . . Diego  Simeone  outwits  Uruguay’s  defence  in  the  South  American  qualifier  in  Buenos  Aires 


PHOTOGRAPH:  DANIB.  GARCIA 


Arsenal  injury 
fear  over  Petit 


ARSENAL  fear  that  their 
midfielder  Emmanuel 
Petit.  Injured  during 
France's  friendly  against 
South  Africa  on  Saturday,  has 
fractured  an  ankle  and  may 
be  sidelined  for  weeks.  The 
former  Monaco  player  will 
have  a hone  scan  today. 

Arsenal's  manager  Arsene 
Wenger  said  yesterday:  “It 
was  a foul,  a tackle  from  be- 
hind, and  we  are  very  wor- 
ried. If  the  scan  does  not  show 
a fracture  he  could  be  back  in 
10  days  but  if  there  is  a break 
we  are  expecting  10  weeks." 

. ' Petit  is  one  of  several  inter- 
nationals ruled  out  of  Ar- 
senal's Coca-Cola  Cup  tie 
against  Birmingham  tonight, 
including  lan  Wright,  Tony 
Adams,  David  Seaman,  Den- 
nis Bergkamp  and  Marc 
Overmars. 

AH  are  rested  as  Wenger 
gives  debuts  to  the  Austria 
Under-2l  goalkeeper  Alex 
Manninger,  the  England 
Youth  defender  Matthew  Up- 
son, the  Liberian  striker 
Chris  Wreh  and  the  Spanish 
midfielder  Alberto  Mendez. 

Also  among  the  missing  are 
the  midfielder  Patrick  Vieira 
and  his  forward  compatriot 
Nicolas  Anelka,  the  centre- 
back  Steve  Bould  and  the  foil- 
back  Nigel  Winterbura,  de- 
spite a Football  League  rule 
for  the  Coca-Cola  Cup  stating 
that  clubs  must  field  their 
strongest  available  teams. 

Wenger  said:  *T  don't  care  if 
I am  criticised  because  I work 
for  Arsenal  and  must  do  the 
best  job  for  them,  which 
means  giving  players  rest 
The  Coca-Cola  Cup  is  not  a 
big  competition  now  that 
there  is  no  place  In  Europe  at 
the  end  of  it  for  the  winners.” 


Results 


Football 


FOHTtNS  lUUMJSi  Sncond  DhMoK 
Lincoln  0.  Carlisle  1.  TMrd  DMstom 
Chesiorneid  1.  Newcastle  2. 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION! 
FM  DhMom  Postponed:  Brighton  v 
Watford. 

WORLD  COP  QUALIFY!  NQs  CONCA- 

CAT  wen a Canada  2.  Mexico  7 Swtt 
America*!  zones  Ecuador  i,  Bolivia  0: 
Paraguay  1.  Venezuela  0:  Ctele  *.  Peru  o. 
Argentina  0,  Uruguay  0. 


Tennis 


ATP  LVOH  (WAND  PfltXi  First  raumfa  H 

Beeeberg  (USl  bt  F Ocwulf  (Bel)  7-6.  5-7. 
B-a,  T Hen  (Gerj  bt  A Portaa  iSpl  6-1. 
6-3.  Y KafeWko*  (Rue)  Bt  B Swnm  IN Zi 
6-1. 9-2 

ATP  CZECH  INDOOR  OPEN  (Ostrava): 
TM  nndi  K Cartaaa  (Deni  bl  A 
O'Brien  (USl  7-6.  6-7.  7-6.  K Kmra  | Slo- 
vak) M K Braeseh  (Geri  7-5.  S-*.  D 
HmuUu  mi  bt  C Ruud  (Nor  J 6-2.  5-7.  7-5. 
J Krontafc  (Slovakl  bt  5 Sorgslan  7-6.  G~4: 
(Cz)  bt  G sumora  |5A]  6-1.  6-1 


(Zurich).  Pint  raundi  S Appel— m (Btti) 
bt  B Schultz -McCarthy  (Nefh|  6-3.  5-7. 7-5 
A Sagtymne  I Japan)  bl  B Sctiett  (Ausi  6-2. 
1-0  ret  A-Q  SUat  (Fr)  bt  K Ha bsudova 
(Slovak)  6-2.  7-R  N T*mM  (Fr)  bl  K Pa 
(USl  6-3.  5-7.  7-6.  C Maine—  (Cz)  bl  M 
Maleeva  (Bui)  6-3.  6-3.  V —m  (USl  bt 
H Oragornir  (Rom)  6-0.  6-3 

American  Football 

NFLi  Chicago  33.  Green  Bay  24:  Jackson- 
ville 36.  Philadelphia  21.  Now  Orleans  17. 
Atlanta  23.  Now  England  33.  Buffalo  6:  NY 
Jets  20.  Miami  31:  Tampa  Bay  9 Devon 
27:  Tennot&oa  30.  Cincinnati  San  Fran- 
0901  30.  St  Lorn  10.  Arizona  13.  NY 
Wants  27.  Mirniessia  Si.  Carolina  14:  Pitts- 
burgh 2*.  Indianapolis  22. 

Baseball 


Cleveland  B.  Batti- 
mare  7 (bew-d-sa.im  senos  3-1). 
NATIONAL  UUMMJNi  Florida  Z Atlanta  1 
(bost-ot-soven  series  3-21. 


Bowls 


OPEN  CIU 


nWF  | Preston)-  IM 
— H Den  (Scot)  M J Henry  lire)  7-5. 
6-7.  7-6.  R C arale  iScofl  bt  R Marshall 
(Scon  5-7.  7-0.  7-6.  M Has  (Eng'  bt  S 
Hazel  I (Eng)  7-5.  7-8 


Ice  Hockey 


NORTHERN  PREMIER  LSAQUKi 

Murray! Who  2.  Fite  7.  Paisley  3.  Kingston  a 
SOUTHERN  MUEH  LEAOUE:  Guild- 
tore  4.  Siougn  a.  Peterborough  12  Cardie 

MHLi  Detroit  4.  Coigory  4 lot):  Las  Angeles 
7.  Ottawa  ■».  L— dhtg  (teidtate  Pe— »ni 
Conference:  H-C  DWHgai  1.  Ottawa 
IW2-U.T2-GFl«3A17-Pts6).  2.  Montreal 


The  Coventry  City  striker 
Dion  Dublin  has  lost  his  ap- 
peal to  the  Football  Associa- 
tion against  his  sendingoff  at 
Blackburn  16  days  ago.  He 
now  has  to  serve  a three- 
match  ban  which  comes  into 
effect  immediately,  meaning 
that  he  will  miss  the  Coca- 
"Cola  Cup  tie  against  Evert  on 
at  Highfield  Road  tomorrow. 

“Everybody  at  the  club  is 
absolutely  furious  and  we  feel 
that  once  again  the  smaller 
dub  is  being  used  to  make  a 
point  to  everybody  else,”  said 
Coventry’s  manager  Gordon 
Strachan.  "The  FA  opened  up 
the  floodgates  with  Gary  Pal- 
lister  — which  was  quite  cor- 
rect because  he  shouldn’t 
have  been  sent  off  as  good 
video  evidence  proved  — but 
now  they’ve  closed  them 
again  with  us. 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  we 
have  been  victimised.  We 
were  only  asking  for  the  same 
rights  that  were  afforded 
Manchester  United/' 

Wimbledon  yesterday 
signed  the  Norway  midfielder 
Stale  Solbakken  from  Lilles- 
txom  for  £250,000.  The  Dons, 
who  have  been  watching  the 
29-year -old  at  International 
and  club  level  for  two  years, 
clinched  the  deal  after  Lilles- 
trom  avoided  relegation  on 
Sunday.  The  Wimbledon  man- 
ager Joe  Kxnnear  said:  “He  is 
£2  million-plus  worth  of 
talent" 

Tomas  Brolin  has  upset  the 
Leeds  manager  George  Gra- 
ham again,  this  time  by  flail- 
ing to  turn  up  for  a reserve 
game  at  Liverpool  on  Satur- 
day. The  Swedish  interna- 
tional was  fined  by  the  club 
earlier  in  the  season  for  miss- 
ing training. 


(2-1-1-11-9-6):  3 Buffalo  (2-3-1-15-17-51. 
Attantla  DMafam  i.  Washington  (W6-L1- 
TO-GF25"GA13-Pts10):  2.  Philadelphia 
(4-3«M  9-13-6);  3.  Novi  Jotjoy  (3-30-13- 
12-61.  WaoUm  Conforancot  Control 
DMdau  ).  Detroit  (W4-L0-T1-GF21- 
GA5-PE9T:  Z Sr  IXMS  <*- X 
Danas  (3-2-1-1&9-5).  Pacino  DhMom  1. 
Colorado  (WO-LO-TZ-CFiB-GAiO-FtslO): 
2 Edmonton  i"2-3-t  -12-18-6):  3.  Los  Ango- 
las 11-^3-22-21-5) 


Cricket 


THHEBHDAY  MATCH  (second  day)  P»- 
ofcawan  South  Writs  367-4  dec.  (J  Kolhs 
13ono.  D Cullman  87)  and  83 -2  Pakistan  s 
ABL  XI  275-3  dec  I A amir  Sotwul  128.  Mon- 
zoor  AMttttf  ii7no). 


Rallying 


SAN  REMOl  Round  12:  FWl  staooc  t.  P 

Lwwn  i III  Subaru  imprcza  WRG  Ihr  13mm 
J1JHKX  Z F Low  (Boh  Tc-yXa  Corolla  WRC 
ai  Sane  3.  T Makmen  (Fim  Mitsubishi 
Lancer  EV  27.  4,  c Satnz  (Spi  Ford  Escort 
WRC  29;  5.  □ Aurtol  (Frl  Toyota  Corolla 
WRC  34.  6=.  J KjitMtunen  iFin)  Ford  Es- 
cort WRC.  A Aghiiu  (A;  Toyota  Celt C3  GT4 
37.  6 C McRao  IGBl  Subaru  Impreza  WRC 
40;  9.  P Androuca  mi  Renault  Megans  mi 
Car  1 06.  10.  U NHtel  |G<or)  Mitsubishi 
Lancer  EV3  1 J3. 


Fixtures 


|>  30  unless  stared) 

Football 

NATIONWIDE  LEAGUE:  hirst  DMAm 

HuddorafloW  v Charlton  (7.451  Sowed 
OMdoor  Bristol  Rvrs  <r  Wolford  7745) 
COCA-COLA  CUPl  TMrd  rooodi  Antsnal 
V Birmingham  (7-481.  Bomslsv  v South, 
ampton  i/oai:  Bolton  v Wimbledon  18  Di. 
Gr^naby  v Leicester  (7.46i.  Ipswich  v Man 
Uld  (7  45!.  Ortard  ind  v Tran  mere  IT  46). 
Redding  v Wohrurhampton  17451  Watean  * 
Shell  Utd  (7  46|. 

SCOTTISH  COCA-COLA  CUPl  WnA- 
■bnlr  DunJormllmj  a Celtic  (7  45,  tbrox  Pk). 
PA  CUP  OUAUPYtNOi  TMrd  rad 
rwCiyl  Arnold  Tn  V Wlmtord  UM:  Rad- 
ditch  Utd  V Hoiosovan  Tn;  Caine  Tn  v 
Basingstoke  Tn 

UNIBOHD  LHAOUHi  Pindar  DMMoat 

Altrincham  v Bomber  Bdge;  Barra*  • 
Charley;  Lancaster  * Colwyn  Boy.  Run- 
corn v Rsdciiho  Bar.  Spmnymocr  tr  Bfytfi 
Spartans  Novtpimedi  Lmn  RUI  v VWiw 
font  Uld.  Marine  v Hyde  UM  NM  Nm 
takrma  Droylsoen  v WorMap  Tn:  Harragale 
Tn  v NethertieW:  Matlock  Tn  v Lincoln  Uld. 
TraOord  v Wilton  Alb  Whidey  Boy  v WNmy 
Tn.  HMrkrngton  v Gf  Harwood  Tn.  Ctaat- 
Imy  Cupa  Hrat  mnA  Bolpor  Tn  * But- 
ton; Stocksbndge  PS  v Parsley  Celtic. 
mwaAN  Lioaun  Pmivr  umoImi 
Aylesbury  v Kingstcanan.  Dag  A Rnd  v 
WoUon  A He<:  Hendon  v ONord  C.  Vending 
v Outwlch:  Bromtoy  v Sutton  Utd  Port- 
ported!  Harrow  Bor  v Basingstoke.  IM 
Dtvleiam  Abingdon  Tn  v Bog  nor  Regis  Tn: 


Scots  warned:  do  not  travel  to 
France  without  cup  tickets 


THE  Scottish  Football 
Association  yesterday 
advised  supporters  of 
the  national  team  who  are 
not  members  of  the  official 
travel  clnb  to  stay  at  home 
daring  the  World  Cap 
finals. 

- The.  Tartan.  Army  are  ex- 
pected to  flock  to  France  in 
their  thousands  next  sum- 
mer but  an  SFA  spokesman 
warned:  “The  tournament 
is  heading  for  a complete 
sell-out  and  we  do  not  ex- 
pect any  tickets  to  be  avail- 
able tn  France  for  visiting 
supporters.  We  would  ad- 
vise anyone  without  a 
ticket  not  to  travel  to 
France  tn  the  hope  or  ex- 
pectation of  buying  one 
there.” 

With  more  than  11,000 
members  already  on  its 
books,  the  travel  club 
closed  its  doors  on  Satur- 


day, though  applications 
received  before  that  date 
will  still  be  processed.  Tick- 
ets will  be  sold  only  to 
those  members  but  the 
number  of  tickets  available 
will  not  be  known  until  the 
draw  is  made  on  December 
4.  The  allocations  will  then 
depend  on  the  capacity  of 
the  three  first-round 
grounds  and  on  who  Scot- 
land's opponents  will  be. 

Meanwhile  the  prospect 
of  a new  Scottish  Premier- 
ship next  season  should  be- 
come -clearer  within  the 
next  Week.  Representatives 
from  the  10  Premier  Div- 
ision clubs  held  three-hour 
talks  in  Glasgow  yesterday 
with  their  counterparts 
from  the  30  taaniR  outside 
the  top  flight. 

The  meeting  broke  np 
without  agreement  and  the 
30  clubs  have  now  called  a 


Ipswich  prepare  to  repel  champions 


PHIL  NEVILLE  intends  to 
vent  his  World  Cup  frus- 
trations on  Ipswich  Town  in 
the  sold-out  Coca-Cola  Cup  tie 
at  Portman  Road  tonight 
The  Manchester  United 
full-back  Called  to  get  a taste 
of  the  action  for  England  in 
Rome  at  the  weekend,  which 
means  he  is  likely  to  be  the 
only  starter  from  the  champi- 
ons’ seven-strong  World  Cup 
contingent  with  Beckham, 
Sheringham,  Scholes,  Pallis- 
ter.  Butt  and  Gary  Neville  ex- 
pected to  be  rested. 

"From  the  Olympic  Sta- 
dium to  Portman  Road  is  a 
big  step  hut  that’s  what  foot- 
ball's all  about,”  he  said. 


Barton  Rvra  v U*Urtogu:  BHIerlcav  Tn  v 
AMorehol  Tn.  Hampton  » Leyton  Pen. 
Leatharneod  v Molesuy.  Maidenhead  Utd 
* Gntjmay  Tn:  Romfend  » Gray*  Ahv 
Staines  Tn  v Wokingham  Tn,  Thame  Utd  v 
Worthing.  Saconrt  Dtmiw  Banslead  A(h 
If  Met  Police:  Bedford  Tn  v CHollont  SI  P, 
Convey  la  v Choshunt.  Edgwarc  Tn  v 
Braintree  Tn:  Leighton  Tn  v Egham  Tn. 
Maihrw  y Hungertord  Tn.  Tilbury  u witturm 
Tn  TMrd  DMotooi  Croydon  Alh  v Avo'cy. 

Fwd  Uld  v Leyios;  Hornchurch  v Camtri- 

ley  Tn.  Kingsbury  Tn  v Dortdng. 

DR  MARTVK3  UEACUK  Prarator  Div- 
ision: Ashford  Tn  * Salisbury  (7  45).  Bur- 
Ion  AR>  V Worcester  C Camliridgo  C v 
Hastings-  Crawlay  Tn  v Smingbourno 
7745),  OrtnJof  H*rrs  v Nonas  ton.  Merthyr  « 
Glouc osier  C.  Ralnwoli  Tn  v Tamwanh 
(7  45).  Psnponok  Albert. lone  v Hales- 
owen Midland  Division:  Blakoiull  v Elu- 
sion Tn:  Grantham  Tn  v Hinckley  Uld.  Slot- 
ton!  Rngri  v I Ikishm  Tn  Stourbridge  * 
Bedttarth  uta.  Sutton  Cold  Tn  V Brnckloy 
Tn.  Sovflxni  niyfNorr  Ptshpr  Alh  Ldn  v 
Cheirnstoid  C.  Plo«  Tn  v Furenam  Tn 
Tonbridge  A * Eriih  & Boi;  WawrloonWe  v 

Nnwport  toW. 

LEAOUE:  FtootHitTro- 


Ipswich  reached  the  quarter- 
finals last  season  before  foiling 
to  the  eventual  winners  Leices- 
ter and  their  manager  George 
Burley  warned:  “Whatever 
team  United  put  out  it  is  going 
to  be  a terrific  test  for  us." 

Leicester  visit  in-form 
Grimsby  Town  in  the  third 
round.  Alan  Buckley's  side, 
who  knocked  out  Sheffield 
Wednesday,  have  taken  12 
points  from  their  last  five 
Second  Division  games. 

The  cup  holders  could  be 
boosted  by  the  return  of  Steve 
Walsh  but  Kaamark,  Parker, 
Izzet,  Lennon.  Savage,  Hes- 
key.  Marshall  and  Claridge 
are  all  battling  to  be  fit 


PtoP  AI  hurl  on  Coils  v Holker  OB:  Atherton 
LR  w Nanlwlch  Tn:  BlackmQl  Rvra  » War- 
rington Tn:  Burscough  v Oldham  Tn:  Flcot- 
woad  Wrdrs  » Castletan.  Glossop  NE  v 
Kldsgrove  Alh:  NasJingoon  v Chaddcnan: 
Maine  Rd  v SI  Holms  Tn:  Noncmtla  Tn  v 
Bootle:  SaHoid  C v Vauxrmll  CM 
ARHOTT  INBURANCB  NORTHERN 
UEAOtnb  FM  DhMw  Ea-Sngton  v 
Bedllngton  Tarricn.  Morpeth  Tn  v Jarnr* 
Roofing,  Sonin  Sniohb  v Scarum  RS 
HomNcm  comma  east  iuoub 

Fl— ll»r  Wvlakwu  Hock  nail  Tn  v Homme 
Mn:  Lhrorsedgo  v GLiachoughlon  WtH: 
Mahby  MW  * Osceff  Tit  Ossen  Alb  v Ec- 
cleshill  UM:  Pickering  Tn  v Oenoby  Uld: 
Selby  Tit  v Arnold  Tn 
SCmWFIX  DIRECT  LlAOUNi  Rromtar 
PtvtNom  Caine  Tn  v Molk-ti.im  Tn.  Odd 
Down  « Chard  Tn 

PCNfmO  UEAQUNi  First  Nutaltm  NotU. 
Co  v Mon  C (7  01.  Second  OMalana  Brad 
tort  , Blackpool  <7  01 
AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION: 
FM  DMaloni  C Palace  , Wimbledon 
(2D.  Plough  Lono);  Mllfwail  v Southampton 
(2.0 1 . Wkt  Ham  v Pcutomoutn  17.45.  South- 
end  Utd  FCl 

OOID  CUPl  Section  A:  Ballyclarc  v Dun- 
gaimon  5 writs:  Ballymena  v GMnevnn. 
Lama  v Cnoactors  Snelion  Bl  Ards  v Un- 
sold: Bangor  v Umavady  Utd;  Dtolfllcry  v 
ColRNUno  Suction  C:  Wowry  v Gtomoran: 
Onagh  Tn  » C ante* 

NATIONAL  LEAOUB  CUPl  OuOrt-r-fk*. 

■m  Brav  Wndrs  v Sligo  Rvrs  (7.45).  Dun- 
dalk  v Cork  C 17  45).  Sltotoomne  v Llmor. 
«*  (746). 

Rugby  Union 

CUIB  MATCKose  Haln  v Ogdcrd  Umv 
(7.151.  Cambriago  UWv  v Northampton 
|7  '5| 

Ice  Hockey 

■WOFXAN  LEAGUE:  PWlMon  Pi  HC 

Sparta  Pisguu  v Manchester  (5  30) 


Rugby  League 

Bears  win  fight 
to  be  set  loose 


The  rtuardlan  Tuesday  Octob«^4Ig7 

Football 

Chile 

turn  up 
World 
heat 


Uruguay.  *w}™ 

World  Cup  wtanersi 
were  eliminated  from 
the  current  competition  de- 
spite holding  Argentina  to 
a goalless  draw  in  Buenos 
Aires  In  the  South  Ameri- 
can qualifiers. 

The  Uruguayans  needed* 
win  to  stay  in  contention 
for  the  fourth  and  final 
qualifying  place  in  the 
nine-team  table-  Three 
countries  — Chile.  Fern 
and  Ecuador  — are 
vying  for  that  berth  and  a 
place  in  France  98.  The 
final  round  of  matches  Is  on 
November  16. 

Chile  are  the  favourites 
after  crushing  Peru  4-0  in 
Santiago.  Thousands  cele- 
brated in  the  streets  but 
violence  soon  broke  out.  At 
least  30  fans  were  injured, 
none  of  them  seriously,  and 
134  were  detained  by 
police,  who  said  the  troable 
started  when  at  least  one 
fan  started  throwing  rocks 
at  shops  and  destroying 
traffic  signs. 

Chile,  now  in  fourth 
place,  finish  at  home  to  Bo- 
livia, already  out  of  the 
reckoning,  and  Peru  enter- 
tain Paraguay,  who  have 
already  qualified  along 
with  Argentina  and  Colom- 
bia. Ecuador  visit  Uruguay. 

AEK  Athens 
bought  by 
company 
from  London 

AEK  ATHENS,  one  of  the 
#wjetter  sides  standing  in 
Chelsea's  way  in  this  season's 
threadbare  Cup  Winners'  Cup 
competition,  were  yesterday 
bought  by  an  investment- 
trust  company  listed  on.  the 
London  Stock  Exchange. 

The  Grefik  first  division 
club,  who  cost  EN1C  England 
£6  million,  are  the  fourth 
such  acquisition  by  the  com- 
pany. It  also  has  stakes  In  the 
Italian  Sene  A club  Vicenza, 
Slavia  Prague  of  the  Czech 
Republic,  and  Rangers;,  it 
owns  25  per  cent  of  toe  Glas- 
gow club.  The  company  -is 
widely  expected  to  announce 
a further  purchase  this  week. 

“We  are  creating  a unique 
family  of  football  teams.”  said 
the  managing  director  Robert 
Hersov,  “and  AEK.  is  a 
cornerstone  for  ENIC’s 
strategy." 

Hersov  stressed  that  each  of 
the  teams  would  be  folly  in- 
dependent and  would  be 
treated  as  separate  entitles. 

“The  Glasgow  Rangers  are 
not  about  to  become  a subsid- 
iary of  AEK,  or  vice  versa," 
he  said.  “AEK  is  an  indepen- 
dent football  team,  an  inde- 
pendent business,  and  will 
remain  so." 

AEK  Athens  won  the  Greek 
championship  in  three  con- 
secutive seasons  from  1992 
and  last  term  finished  in 
second  place  behind 
Olympiakos. 

They  are  currently  fourth 
in  the  table  with  10  points 
after  five  matches  hut  beat 
the  Swiss  side  Lucerne  9-2  on 
aggregate  in  the  first  round  of 
the  Cup  Winners'  Cup.  Next 
time  out,  on  Thursday  week 
and  November  6,  they  face 
Sturm  Graz  of  Austria. 


Pools  Forecast 


farther  meeting  on  Sunday 
at  Broadwood,  the  home  of 
Clyde. 

That  meeting  will  come 
three  days  after  the  league 
management  committee  is 
due  to  assemble.  Top  of  its 
agenda  Is  the  breakaway 
group's  request  for  a 
special  general  meeting  of 
the  league,  at  which  a vote 
could  be  taken  on  their 
plans  to  establish  a Pre- 
miership in  time  for  next 
season. 

Hearts'  assistant  man- 
ager Billy  Brown  was  a 
relieved  man  after  his  SFA 
disciplinary  hearing  yester- 
day. Brown,  who  (dashed 
on  the  touchline  with  Hi- 
bernian's assistant  man- 
ager Jackie  McNamara  dur- 
ing the  Edinburgh  derby  on 
August  30,  escaped  with  a 
fine  and  a two-match  ban 
from  the  dug-out. 


Leicester’s  farmer  manager 
Mark  McGhee  expects  a hos- 
tile reaction  when  he  visits 
another  of  his  old  dubs,  Read- 
ing. The  under-pressure  man- 
ager of  Wolverhampton  Wan- 
derers said:  "Ifs  an  aspect 
which  upsets  me  and  I will  go 
home  feeling  a bit  fed  up  about 
toe  crowd.  But  it  won’t  dis- 
tract me  from  doing  my  Job." 

The  Premiership’s  bottom 
team,  Barnsley,  host  toe  side 
above  them,  Southampton, 
who  have  a rare  clean  bill  of 
health.  Matthew  Le  Tissier, 
Egil  Ostenstad  and  Simon 
Chariton  are  all  fit  and  Rob- 
bie Slater  has  recovered  from 
a hernia  operation. 


Our  Correspondent 


OLDHAM  Bears  players 
have  wan  their  fight  for 
free-agent  status  and. many  of 
them  will  now  be  looking  for 
new  jobs. 

The  captain  Martin  Cromp- 
ton and  17  of  bis  team-mates 
were  due  to  attend  a Rugby 
League  tribunal  today  to 
claim  their  freedom  after 
being  owed  10  weeks'  wages 
by  the  club,  who  are  in  volun- 
tary liquidation. 

But  n League  spokesman 
said:  "The  liquidator  has 
dropped  his  appeal  against 
the  players’  plea,  the  tribunal 
has  been  cancelled  and  the 
players  can  move  without 
transfer  fees  being  Involved." 

Nick  Grimoldby.  the  play- 
ers’ union  leader,  said:  "I 
hope  a new  organisation  cre- 
ates a new  club  in  Oldham.  If 
so  it  will  get  the  full  support 
of  the  union  and  a lot  of  toe 
players  will  be  interested  in 
talking  to  a new  Oldham.” 
Crompton  is  a target  for 
Halifax  Blue  Sox  and  Salford 
Reds,  who  also  want  his  team- 
mate Joe  Faimalo.  Paul 
Davidson  can  join  St  Helens, 
and  Paul  Atcheson  and  Fran- 
cis Maloney  are  almost  cer- 
tain to  leave  the  Bears. 

Christopher  Hamilton,  an 
accountant  who.  with  a con- 
sortium. is  trying  to  rescue 


toe  club,  1s  to  have  further 
talks  with  Oldham  Athletic 
tomorrow  In  an  effort  to  re- 
launch the  rugby  side. 

Hamilton  said:  "Having 
considered  toe  implications 
of  taking  over  toe  existing 
contract  payments  we  realise 
this  would  have  been  a major 
gamble  and  one  which  we 
were  advised  not  to  take. 

“Should  our  negotiations  to 
save  professional  rugby  in 
Oldham  be  successful  we 
would  be  looking  to  hold  talks 
with  toe  majority  of  the  pres- 
ent playing  staff,  should  they 
not  find  clubs." 

Crompton  has  reconsidered 
his  decision  to  withdraw  from 
the  Test  series  against  Aus- 
tralia after  talking  to  Great 
Britain's  coach  Andy  Good- 
way. “Andy  is  sympathetic 
towards  my  position  and  I 
don’t  want  to  let  down  my 
country."  he  said.  “Perhaps  I 
was  a bit  too  hasty  making 
myself  unavailable." 

Goodway,  who  announces 
his  22-man  squad  today  for 
the  first  Test  at  Wembley  mi 
November  1,  said:  "Martin 
was  very  disillusioned  over 
the  Oldham  scenario. 

"However,  I want  him 
available  and  he  has  now 
agreed  to  be  considered.  With 
Shaun  Edwards  and  Tony 
Smith  out  with  knee  injuries 
we  are  not  too  well  blessed  at 
scrum-half." 
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Rugby  Union 




Armstrong  on  an  England  squad  including  players  dropped  by  Jack  Rowell  but  recalled  by  the  new  coach  Clive  Woodward 

Injured  Guscott  out  in  the  cold 


JEKEMY  Guscott  Is  vfr- 
certain  to  miss 
England -s  matches 

NewzSf*  A“tralia  Zd 
next  month.  The 

^■year-old  Bath  centre 

^^ydropped^fcSS 

peSS?-8.Sguad  bec»“se  of 
* 4 Problems. 

ba?k^  «3n“SSl' to  ae  Wr 

°ac«  win  keep  him  out  of 


wiui  England  ai 

Lions  may  be  at  an  end. 

B^lhasl,not  Played  for 
f*™ .Since  returning  with  a 
fractured  arSTS.TusI 
summer’s  triumphant  Lions 
tour  to  South  Africa,  and  no 
sooner  had  that  injury  healed 
tha?,14  was  followed  by  a back 
proWem  which  w^  aSS 
viM  during  training.  Latest 
roports  from  a specialist  sug- 
ffiS -J^*t  Guscott  wfu  be  un- 
switch* 

••Potentially  Jeremy  may 
not  be  available  for  England 
next  month.”  said  Woodward, 
who  yesterday  added  17 
names,  and  several  new  feces, 
to  his  elite  squad  “It  is  disao- 
ppmtmg  but  it’s  not  the  end  of 
the  world  His  absence  will 
give  someone  else  a chance.” 

The  most  obvious  beneficia- 
ries of  Guscott’s  absence  from 
the  4l-man  squad  are  likely  to 
be  the  uncapped  Will  Green- 
wood and  Matt  Perry,  and 
Nick  Greenstock  who  won 
three  caps  against  Argentina 
and  Australia  last  summer. 

Certainly  it  will  be  difficult 
to  replace  the  successful  mid- 
field partnership  of  Will  Car- 
ling and  Phil  de  GlanviHe, 
England  captains  past  and 
present,  which  came  to  an 
end  with  Carling's  interna- 
tional retirement  in  March. 

Woodward  has  recalled  sev- 
eral former  internationals 
who  were  passed  over  for  the 


Lions  tour  by  Fran  Cotton, 
now  a vice-chairman  of  the 
Rugby  Football  Union 
national  playing  committee. 
They  Include  the  back-row 
forwards  Ben  Clarke  and 
Chris  Sheasby  plus  the  prop 
Victor  Ubogu,  who  were  all 
dropped  by  Woodward's  pre- 
decessor Jack  Rowell. 

The  prop  John  Mallett.  who 
misses  tomorrow's  squad  ses- 
sion at  Bisham  Abbey  because 
of  injury,  and  the  lock  Garath 
Archer  are  also  back  in 
favour.  More  surprising,  per- 
haps, is  the  selection  of  three 
Sale  backs,  Tom  Beim,  David 
Rees  and  Jim  MaHinder. 

Mallinder  made  his  Test 
debut  as  a 30-year-old  in  Ar- 
gentina in  June,  but  Sale's 
participation  in  the  European 
Conference,  after  they  foiled 
to  qualify  for  the  cup  competi- 
tion. means  that  none  of  their 
Players  have  taken  part 
recently  in  games  of  genuine 
consequence  which  would 
give  an  accurate  picture  of 

their  form 

There  is  still  no  place  for 
the  transfer-listed  Bath  wing 
Jonathan  Sleigh tholme  or  the 
Wasps  scrum-half  Andy  Go- 

marsall.  who  lost  his  England 


The  squad 


BACKfe  SUapaan  (Newcasifa).  Baal 
(Northampton),  ■■iflatfar  (8ala). 

(Bath).  Mr  (Sale).  Matter 
(Newcastla).  de  Oleavllle  (BaUi). 
Greenwood  (Leicester),  Oreeestocfc 
(Wasps).  Perry,  Catt  (both  Bath). 
Hapletaft  (Gloucester),  dravaoi 
(Northampton ).  Kin*  (Wasps),  -1^nT 
(Leicester).  Oiwmm  (Norttiampion). 
hedae  (Saracens). 

FORWARD*  Leonard  (Harlequins). 
Ifaidee  (Lelcasw),  Ore  an  (Waspe). 
Vetes  (Bath).  Vleltery  (Gloucester). 

Be—  (bom  Bath).  Tlrmdeg 
(Gloucester).  MKahaO.  Shane  (both 
*“*»>.  OrteaM  (Saracens).  Inheeoe 
(Leksvter).  Ante  (Newcastle).  — - u~ 
(Wasps),  Dipram.  W (both  Saracens), 
(Harlequlne).  Ctnta  (Richmond]. 


Carry,  Back  (both  Uicoeto).  Sheeehy 
(Wasps). 

TTtree  others  have  been  selected  but  wfll 

not  train  tomorrow:  *» (Sole).  MSM 

(Bath).  Radar  (Northampton], 


place  to  Austin  Healey  In 
Match.  Even  so.  Woodward 
has  named  a total  of  three 
scrum-halves  mm  four  fly- 
halves  including  Gloucester’s 
Mark  Mapletoft 

Other  newcomers  with  the 
potential  to  put  pressure  on 
the  established  players  are 
the  Wasps  hooker  Simon 
Mitchell  and  the  A props 
Kevin  Yates  (Bath)  and  Will 
Green  (Wasps).  Rory  Jenkins, 
one  of  only  two  Harlequins  In 
the  squad,  has  had  sufficient 
exposure  as  an  A interna- 
tional open-side  to  develop  a 
serious  challenge  to  the  Lions 
pair  Richard  Hill  and  Nefi 
Back. 

The  walking  wounded  apart 
from  Mallett  include  Rees  and 
Tim  Rodber,  who  will  also  sit 
out  tomorrow's  training  ses- 
sion. One  further  session  has 
been  arranged  for  October  29 
before  Woodward  gets  down 
to  picking  a squad  of  21  for 
the  opening  game  against 
Australia  at  Twickenham  on 
November  15. 

The  other  Test  dates  are 
November  22  v New  Zealand, 
November  29  v South  Africa 
and  December  6 v New  Zea- 
land again. 

“It  will  be  the  duplicate  of  a 
short  tour  for  us,”  said  Wood- 
ward. “1  will  regard  that 
squad  as  being  on  tour  once 
we  assemble  in  the  second 
week  of  November.  That 
means  the  midweek  team  will 
be  playing  for  a Test  place  the 
following  weekend. 

"Whatever  the  result 
against  Australia  in  the  first 
of  our  seven  matches.  I want 
Emerging  England  tO  give  the 
AD  ttlarkR  a hard  timn  and 

win  on  the  following  Tuesday 
at  Huddersfield.  The  mm(i 
will  apply  to  the  foam  that 
represents  English  Rugby 
Partnership  against  the  All 
Blacks  on  the  Tuesday  after 
that,  at  Leicester.” 


Bristol  on  financial  brink 


BRISTOL  are  in  danger 
of  going  out  of  busi- 
ness if  they  do  not  get 
financial  backing  soon. 

The  Premiership  club’s 
annual  report  released  yes- 
terday revealed  a loss  of 
£486.671  for  the  last  finan- 
cial year.  It  also  showed  a 
£772,000  increase  in  wages 
against  a rise  in  revenue  of 
only  £326,000. 

Although  Bristol  are  said 
to  be  close  to  securing  a 
backer,  their  auditors  Kid- 
sons  Impey  warned:  “If  dis- 
cussions are  unsuccessful 
and  the  company  is  unable 
to  raise  the  level  of  finance 
required  to  meet  short- 
term working  capital  obli- 
gations. the  company  might 
be  unable  to  continue 
operating.” 

When  the  club  became  a 
limited  company  In  April 


last  year  their  2,000  mem- 
bers were  given  400  £1 
Founder  Shares.  But  only 
278  of  them  took  up  the  op- 
tion of  buying  additional 
shares  and  the  club  remain 

in  the  hands  of  flie  original 
shareholders... 

The  chairman  Arthur 
Holmes,  who  has  loaned  the 
club  more  than  £1  million, 
said:  “With  the  present 
structure  for  the  playing 
season,  and  the  reduced  fi- 
nancial support  from  the 
RFU.  It  is  Impossible  in  the 
short  term  for  most,  if  not 
all.  first-class  clubs  to 
equate  expenditure  and 
income.” 

The  accounts  will  he  pre- 
sented at  the  annual  meet- 
ing on  November  3,  when 
the  shareholders  will  be 
asked  to  repeal  a clause  that 
restricts  any  individual  or 


group  to  no  more  than  a 24 
per  cent  holding,  instead 
allowing  potential  investors 
to  take  a 51  per  cent  stake. 

Jonah  Lomu,  who  demol- 
ished England  in  the  1995 
World  Cup  semi-finals,  has 
been  included  in  the  All 
Blades’  36-man  squad  for 
their  nine-match  British 
tour  starting  next  month. 

The  24-year-old  wing,  out 
of  action  for  much  of  the 
past  10  months  because  of  a 
kidney  disease,  is  relishing 
the  prospect  of  playing  Eng- 
land. ‘Td  love  a crack  at 
the  Poms  again  but  rm  just 
really  glad  to  be  part  of  the 
team  once  more,”  he  said. 

Lomu  was  told  of  his  in- 
clusion after  completing  a 
foil  game  for  the  first  time 
since  January.  He  scored 
two  tries  for  Southlands 
against  Counties-Mannkau. 
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Back  stop . . . disc  trouble  now  rales  out  luckless  Jeremy  Guscott  photograph:  wchahdsakbi 


Head-butted  but 
unbowed  in 
Le  Crunch  game 


A ROMANTIC  weekend  in 
Paris?  Let’s  just  say  it 

was  a good  job  1 packed 

my  gumshieM.  Playing 
against  Stade  Fran  cais  was  al- 
ways going  to  be  hard  but  our 
game  on  Saturday  was  unbe- 
lievable. You  may  have  spot- 
ted it  in  the  papers:  we  won 
29-28  and  the  result  doesn’t 
toll  half  the  storv. 

I have  never  been  in  a game 
where  the  scrams  were  so  in- 
tense. The  nearest  I can 
remember  to  them  is  scrum- 
maging against  the  AH  Blacks 
in  the  l995Woiid  Cup.  And 
<h«n,  midway  through  the 
second  half  one  of  their  props 
gets  himself  sent  off  for  head- 
butting me.  After  that  things 
became  very  interesting. 

Luckily  II  was  one  of  those 
butts  which,  don’t  do  too  much 
damage.  The  guy  bad  only 


been  on  Just  over  five  minutes 
as  a substitute,  but  it  was  a 
good  smack.  I hit  the  dirt  and, 

when  I got  hack  up.  yer  man 
had  been  sent  off  and  the 
French  were  all  screaming. 

I began  to  think:  “Jeez, 
we’re  in  France  here,  one  of 
their  boys  has  just  been  sent 
off,  PH  be  running  to  the  tun- 
nel quickly  when  the  game’s 
over.”  I was  standing  right  be- 
side their  dug-out  and  they 
were  getting  really  mad.  The 
crowd  was  going  berserk.  It 
didn’t  seem  to  matter  that  it 
was  one  of  their  guys  who  had 
hutted  me. 

The  last  15  minutes  were 
pretty  brutal  and  a couple  of 
other  Irish  guys  got  hit  Mark 
McCall's  got  a suspected  frac- 
tured jaw — his  face  was  al- 
most hanging  down  to  his 
knees — and  David  Hum- 
phreys got  butted  too.  I mean, 
David  Humphreys,  an  Oxford 
Blue?  Ashe  said  afterwards: 
“All  the  guy  had  to  do  was 
blow  on  me  and  Td  have  feDen 
down.” 

We  may  laugh  about  it  but  a 
couple  of  butts  and  a broken 
jaw  shows  what  a tough  place 
France  is  to  go  and  play. 
They’re  not  shy  over  there.  I 
must  have  been  pissing  them 
off  because  atone  point  they 
were  queueing  up  to  batter 
me.  Our  guys  were  mystified 
about  it  afterwards,  perhaps 
it’s  like  hyenas  going  after  a 
pack  of  elephants:  they’ll  go 
for  the  slowest  and  the  oldest 
Either  that  or  they've  been 
reading  the  Guardian. 

Initially  I was  very  put  out. 
because  I'm  not  playing  pro- 
fessional rugby  to  be  as- 
saulted. But  the  guy  did  come 
up  to  me  afterwards  and  say 
he  was  sorry,  an  das  far  as  Pm 
concerned  that’s  it  He’ll  face  a 
mandatory  ban,  and  I'm  not 
going  to  say  ban  him  for 
longer  or  that  Tm  going  to  sue 


him.  He’s  a young  hoy  and  it 
was  a spur-of-the-moment 
thing.  Thpflmny  thing  was 
that  he  didn’t  have  to  butt  me; 
he  was  bloody  killing  me  in 
the  scrums  already. 

As  for  the  French,  they  said 
afterwards  they  couldn’t  be- 
lieve I said  so  little  back  when 
their  hooker,  a huge  guy.  was 
talking  to  me  and  getting  mad. 
I had  my  reasons.  I’d  been  told 
Pd  be  up  against  the  former 
boxer  Vincent  Moscato,  who 
was  sent  off  against  England 
in  Paris  five  years  ago,  and  I 

was  afraid  to  tell  him  to  piss 

off  In  case  he  started  showing 
me  what  a good  boxer  he  was. 
Itold  their  South  African  prop 
this  afterwards  and  he 
couldn’t  stop  laughing.  Ibis 
big  guy  was  somone  else  en- 
tirely and  was  keeping  Mos- 
cato out  of  the  side. 

In  the  end  there  was  only  a 
breath  in  it  Niall  Woods 
kicked  a penalty  with  five 
minutes  to  go  bat  most  of  the 
game  was  played  in  their  22. 
What  pleased  me  most 
though,  was  in  the  middle  of 
the  forward  battle  to  hear 
Olivier  Roumat  bitching  with 
his  forwards.  We  were  spoil- 
ing the  line-outs  a bit  and  he 
was  going  ape-shit  They 
weren’t  expecting  us  to  beat 
them  and  they  were  furious. 

It  was  also  good  to  see  their 
winger  Emori  Bolobolo  again. 
1 had  met  him  a number  of 
years  ago  at  a sevens  tourna- 
ment in  La  Manga  when 
everyone  was  having  a bit  of  a 
joke  about  me  being  the  only 
prop  at  the  event  As  it  turned 
out  I won  Try  Of  The  Competi- 
tion after  catching  the  ball  on 
halfway  and  scoring.  The 
problem  was  it  was  against 
British  Gas,  who  were  the 
only  team  we  beat  Anyway, 
Bolobolo  comes  running  up 
and  says:  “You  scored  a try 
against  British  Gas!”  It  did 
cause  some  merriment 

SO,  WHAT  next?  Glouces- 
ter, Wasps,  Newcastle 
and  Bath.  On  the  positive 
side,  the  European  Conference 
has  done  wonders  for  our  con- 
fidence. In  my  opinion  Stade 
Francais  are  as  good  as  any 
English  side;  if  we  can  go  there 
and  beat  them  we  can  be  confi- 
dent about  going  anywhere. 

It'll  be  hostile  down  in 
Gloucester  too,  but  1 enjoy  it 
there.  Some  clubs  are  now  Im- 
personal professional  outfits, 
albeit  successful  ones,  but  in 
Gloucester  there’s  still  the 
Shed  and  a love  of  rugby. 
They’re  a bit  like  us;  almost 
like  a bunch  of  Irish  guys  in 
England.  You’d  never  call 
Gloucester  a quiet  weekend, 
but  1 think  I need  a break  from 
the  French. 


Tennis 
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Rusedski  puts  feet  up  and  contemplates  Hanover 


Rusedski week  of  rest 


Ice  Hockey 


Greg  rusedski. 

beaten  In  five  sets  by 
Goran  Ivanisevic  in  the 
CA  Trophy  final  in  Vienna  on 
Sunday,  has  nevertheless  im- 
proved his  chances  of  playing 
in  the  eight-man  ATP  Tour 
Championship  in  Hanover 
next  month. 

Though  his  ATP  world 
ranking  slipped  a place  to 
No.  5 as  a result  — Ivanisevic 
is  the  new  No.  4 but  only  17 
points  in  front  of  him  — the 
24-year-old  Briton  has  moved 
up  from  eighth  to  fourth  in 
the  rankings  for  the  show- 
piece German  tournament. 


Storm  with  time  to  kill  before 
locking  horns  wifi  Sparta 


Vic  BatoheWer 


IANCHESTER  Storm’s 
. . J preparation  for  tonight’s 
European  League  game  at 
Sparta  Prague  could  hardly 
be  worse.  . . 

The  players  face  a long  day: 
they  will  assemble  at  Man- 
chester airport  at  5.30am  for 
their  flight  to  the  Czech 
Republic  but  the  game  will 
not  start  until  11  hours  later. 
*T  don’t  know  who  oar  travel 
agent  is  but  be  or  she  should 
be  fired,”  joked  the  coach 
Kurt  JOeinendorsL  . 

“We’re  going  to  get  into  the 
hotel  probably  about  noom 
have  a pregame  meal  ana 
then  be  at  the  rink  for  &80.  no 
a little  disappointed  that  I let 
that  get  out  of  my  control. 
From  now  on  such  things^wiU 
come  under  my  umbrella.” 
Storm's  third  BHL  game  of 
the  season  follows  a disap- 
pointing domestic  weekend. 
Held  to  Z-2  in  Saturday's 
away  leg  of  their  Benson  and 
Hedges  Cop  quarter-final  at 
Bracknell,  they  then  lost  Sun- 
day’s Superleague  game  4-3  at 
Basingstoke,  where  Kevin 


Conway  scored  the  winner 
vmin  isec  Into  sudden-death 
overtime.  _ 

Tonight  Manchester  fece  a 

Sparta  side  likely  to  Include 
the  Czech-born  Canadian  in- 
ternational Petr  Nedved.  He 
left  Pittsburgh  Penguins  last 
month  after  rejecting  a $15mUr 
lion,  fiveyear  deal  to  stay  with 
tbe  NHL  team,  for  whom  he 

scored  33  goals  last  season. 
Nevertheless  Kleinenaorst 

is  hopefiJl  of  picking  up  an- 
other European  point  to  go 
TOth  the  two  achieved  from 
overtime  defeats  by  Bolzano 
and  Dynamo  Moscow,  xtae 
thing  we’ve  done  all  along  is 
surprise  people.  Petr  Nedved 
is  not  so  much  better  than 
some  of  the  Moscow  p^ers 
we  faced.  And  I’ve  said  all 
Sng  we  want  to  go  butt 
heads  with  teams  wbenthey 
are  at  their  very  best  ThaT  s 
the  only  way  to  get  better- 
According  to  the  coach,  the 
same  defensive  unit  was  on 
the  ice  when  the  deciding 
goals  were  scored  m those 
Italian  and  Russian  defeats. 
“I  guess  r know  who  not  to 
put  out  if  we  get  to  overtime 

again,"  he  said. 


“Hanover  is  where  1 want 
to  be  next  month  and  Tm  de- 
termined to  be  there,’*  said 
Rusedski,  who  has  played  in 
10  of  the  past  ll  weeks  but 
scratched  from  this  week's 
tournament  in  Ostrava  in  tbe 
Czech  Republic  to  put  his  feet 
up  and  take  a much-needed 
rest 

That  withdrawal  will  not  af- 
fect his  world  ranking,  be- 
cause he  was  beaten  in  the 
early  rounds  in  Ostrava  last 
year  and  it  is  not  among  his 
best  14  events  of  the  last  cal- 
endar year,  from  which  the 
ratings  are  determined. 


Cricket 


Raza  in  record 
books  again 

Hasan  raza,  who  last 

year  became  the  youngest 
Test  player  when  he  turned 
out  for  Pakistan  against  Zim- 
babwe at  the  age  of  14  years 
and  227  days,  has  become  the 
youngest  scorer  of  a first- 
class  double  century. 

Now  15  and  215  days,  he  hit 
an  unbeaten  204  for  Karachi 

Whites  against  Bahawalpur, 
breaking  the  record  of  an- 
other Pakistani,  fiaz  Ahmed, 
which  had  stood  for  13  years. 

In  Peshawar,  meanwhile, 
Aamir  SohaH  improved  his 
chances  of  a Test  recan  for 
Pakistan  with  an  impressive 
innings  for  Allied  Bank  on 
the  second  day  of  their  match 
against  the  South  Africans. 

Sobafl  hit  128,  with  22  fours, 
and  his  overnight  partner 
Manzoor  Akhtar  scored  an 
unbeaten  117  before  ABL  de- 
clared at  275  for  three.  The 
tourists,  who  led  by  92  on  the 
first  innings,  were  83  for  two 
at  the  dose. 

Sohad,  who  last  played  for 
Pakistan  a year  ago,  was 
frannpd  for  three  months  after 
failing  to  prove  betting  and 
match-fixing  allegations 
against  his  team-mates. 


In  the  Hanover  rankings, 
which  are  based  on  results  in 
1997  only,  Rusedski  has 
moved  ahead  of  the  Spanish 
trio  Carlos  Moya,  Sergi  Bru- 
guera  and  Alex  Corretja  and 
also  above  Gustavo  Kuerten 
ofBraziL 

Rusedski,  who  can  get  on 
with  booking  himself  a hotel 
room  in  Hanover  if  he  pro- 
duces a sound  performance  in 
the  Stuttgart  tournament  next 
week,  has  now  won  26  of  his 
last  32  matches. 

Ivanisevic,  moreover,  de- 
spite beating  the  Briton  for 
the  sixth  successive  time,  is 


tipping  Rusedski  to  become 
tbe  world  No.  1 within  two 
years.  And  the  bookmaker 
Ladbrokes  has  cut  his  price  to 
take  the  Wimbledon  singles 
title  next  year  to  10-1  from 
12-1,  the  shortest  odds  ever  of- 
fered against  a Briton  taking 
the  title.  Tim  Henman 
remains  a 16-1  shot 
Henman,  who  was  beaten 
6-1,  6-4  by  Rusedski  in  die 
semi-finals  in  Vienna,  has 
moved  up  two  places  in  the 
world  rankings  to  No.  19  and 
now  has  1373  points,  691  be- 
hind Rusedski  Henman,  com- 
peting in  the  Lyon  tourna- 


ment this  week  and  seeded 
No.  8,  meets  Guillaume  Raoux 
of  France  in  the  first  round. 

ATP  TOUR  RANKIHOSt  1.  P tanp« 

OJS)  4.291ptK  z ■ Ctan*  (US)  3485;  3.  P 
MW  (Aus)  2*88;  4.  Q Mnlmlr  (Cro) 
2.581;  S.  O towedaU  (GB)  2S64;  6.  C 
Moya  I3p)  2.461;  7.  V KAU aw  (Rub) 
£427:  8.  S hg>M  ISp)  2457.  9.  H Rica 
(Ctillal  1318;  10.  A CarnrilB  (Bp)  2251;  11 . 
O Knartan  (Br)  2^40:  12.  T HHr  (Aut) 
zsser,  13.  J Workman  (S«el  2.182;  14.  P 

nr (Sp)  2.127;  15.  p Kan*  (Cz) 

2.029;  16.  R Knpaak  (N»U»)  1.899;  17.  T 
BMpriat  (Swe)  1.B8ft  16,  M PfclUnnnn— la 
(Aus)  1.BB7;  1ft  T Hmm—  (GB)  1A73;  20. 
A Cents  (Sp)  131ft 

Otto-r  Britan  143.  CWRkbaoa  305;  154. 
A RSctiardson  29ft  156.  ■ Potetooy  288; 
214.  D Sopaford  199;  2B2.  91m  129;  29ft 
L RR«at  124; 318.  J Potgndo  112:321.  M 
— etum  110;  «2S.  N Onmd  6«:  446.  A 


American  Football 


Jets  crash  to  Marino 


Mark  Tran  In  New  York 


E W YORE  JETS  may  be 
much  improved  thi9 
_ _ season  under  their  au- 
tocratic coach  Bill  ParueHs  but 
they  still  floundered  against 
their  bogy  team  the  Miami 
Dolphins,  led  by  Dan  Marino, 
at  Meadowlands  on  Sunday. 

The  veteran  quarterback 
has  not  received  whole- 
hearted backing  this  season 
from  Jimmy  Johnson,  who 
declared  a few  weeks  ago  that 
he  was  considering  benching 
Marino  in  favour  of  Craig 
Erickson,  but  Miami’s  coach 
was  foil  of  praise  after  the 
31-20  victory  over  the  Jets. 

“Marino  was  great"  said 
Johnson  after  the  36-year-old 
playmaker  had  thrown  for  372 
yards  and  two  touchdowns.  It 
was  Marino’s  best  passing 
game  since  his  450  yards 
against  Cincinnati  two  years 
aga 

His  pinpoint  accuracy  and 
Miami’s  stalwart  defence 
ended  the  Jets’  three-game 
winning  run.  The  Dolphins 
sacked  the  Jets'  quarterback 
Neil  O'Donnell  five  times  and 


restricted  Adrian  Murrell, 
one  of  the  league’s  best  backs, 
to  29  yards. 

The  Jets  started  with  a 

flourish  when  the  receiver 
Wayne  Chrebet  made  a 78- 
yard  pass  reception  and  from 
the  next  play  the  rookie  Leon 
Johnson  ran  in  for  a one-yard 
TD.  But  Marino  responded  in 
the  second  quarter  with  a 36- 
yard  touchdown  pass  to 
Karim  Abdul-Jabbar. 

There  was  a further  touch- 
down apiece  before  the  end  of 
the  half  but  a 23-yard  field 
goal  from  Olindo  Mare  gave 
the  Dolphins  a 17-14  lead. 

Miami  dominated  tbe 
second  half  but  did  not  add  to 
their  score  until  late  on.  First 
O J McDuffie  picked  up  for  a 
four-yard  TD  after  Charles 
Jordan  dropped  Marino’s  pass 
and  then  when  O’Donnell 
fumbled  tbe  ball  after  being 
sacked,  Irving  Spikes  scram- 
bled over  from  eight  yards. 

In  Tampa  Bay  a brilliant 
solo  display  by  Barry  Sanders, 
who  scored  three  touchdowns, 
ended  tbe  Buccaneers'  eight- 
match  winning  run  at  home 
and  inflicted  their  second  de* 
feat  of  the  season.  The  Detroit 


Lions’  running  back  ran  in 
two  TDs  from  some  80  yards 
and  scored  another  from 
seven  yards  in  a 27-9  victory. 
He  picked  up  214  yards  on  24 
carries,  raising  his  career 
total  to  1R523  yards,  surpass- 
ing Jim  Brown’s  record  and 
pushing  him  to  fourth  in  the 
NFL’s  rushing  rankings 
The  San  Francisco  49ers 
have  suffered  no  adverse  reac- 
tion to  the  loss  of  the  league’s 
best  receiver  Jerry  Rice,  hav- 
ing wan  all  five  matches  since 
Treeing  their  opener  against 
Miami  On  Sunday  they  beat 
the  St  Louis  Rams  30-10,  with 
Steve  Young  throwing  for 
three  TDs,  including  two  for 
Terrell  Owens. 

The  Indianapolis  Colts  are 
still  without  a win.  They  lost 
24-22  to  the  Pittsburgh  Steel- 
ers  after  surrendering  a 10-0 
lead,  missing  a two-point  con- 
version to  tie  and  felling  to 
land  a potentially  match-win- 
ning field  goaL 
Green  Bay  moved  into  a 
three-way  tie  at  the  top  of 
NFC  Central  after  escaping 
with  a 24-23  win  in  Chicago 
when  tbe  Bears  missed  a late 
two-point  conversion. 


Motor  Sport 


Puncture  leaves 
McRae  trailing 


DsnrM  Wntiams  In  San  Rtmo 


A PUNCTURE  and  me- 
chanical problems  with 
his  Subaru  left  the  for- 
mer world  champion  Colin 
McRae  in  eighth  place  after 
the  San  Remo  Rally  got  under 
way  here  yesterday. 

The  Scot,  who  won  here  last 
year,  was  thrown  on  to  the 
defensive  by  faulty  shock  ab- 
sorbers, which  affected  his 
road-balding.  Then  a slow 
puncture  cost  15  seconds  and 
dropped  him  behind  his 
championship  rivals,  Tommi 
Maklneaa  of  Finland  and  Car- 
los Sainz  of  Spain. 

Although  the  time  differ- 
ences are  negligible  — the 
equivalent  of  a spin  — McRae 
knows  he  will  not  be  able  to 
dose  the  gap  unless  the  sus- 
pension problems  are  cured. 
He  Is  20  points  adrift  of  the 
world  championship  leader 
Makinen  and  needs  to  beat 
the  Finn  in  this,  the  12th 


round  of  the  championship,  to 
stand  any  chance  of  regaining 
the  title. 

"The  car's  just  not  handling 
very  well,”  he  said.  “The 
puncture’s  done  most  of  the 
damagp  and  I was  maybe  a bit 
too  cautious  in  tbe  wet. 
Tommi  and  Carlos  aren’t  far 
in  front  but  we’re  relying  on 
someone  having  a problem.” 

The  Subaru  engineers  are 
relying  on  inspiration  to  fix 
their  lead  driver’s  car  and  lift 
his  spirits. 

“He’s  ll  seconds  behind 
Sainz  and  be  lost  15  seconds 
with  the  puncture.  If  any- 
thing he’s  gone  reasonably 
well;  without  that  he  would 
have  been  third  or  fourth," 
said  the  team  manager  David 
Lap-worth. 

Subaru  are  still  in  a strong 
position  because  the  Italian 
Piero  Liatti  ended  the  day  in 
the  lead  after  an  astounding 
performance  In  the  rain  that 
even  his  team-mate  McRae 
regarded  as  risky . 


Sailing 


Food  for  thought  as  race  slows 


Bob  Fisher 


AN  ATLANTIC  lull  has 
given  competitors  in  the 
Whitbread  Round  the  World 
Race  unexpected  food  for 
thought  Most  have  rationed 
for  a 30-day  leg  to  Cape  Town 
but  lack  of  wind  means  it  is 
likely  to  take  33  days  at  least 
The  slow  pace  since  the 
leaders  rounded  Ilha  Trin- 
dade  off  the  Brazilian  coast 
has  stilled  tbe  progress  of  EF 
Language,  which  took  the 
lead  three  days  ago. 

Paul  Cayard’s  crew  made 
only  22  miles  in  the  six  hours 
to  noon  yesterday  but  nar- 
rowly extended  their  lead  over 


Grant  Dalton's  Merit  Cup  to  14 
miles.  Knut  Frostad's  Innova- 
tion Kvaemer  was  third,  six 
miles  further  hack. 

Little  immediate  change  In 
the  weather  is  forecast  and 
DaJton  believes  whoever 
catches  the  first  gust  will  es- 
tablish a big  lead  or  make  up 
ground  on  the  leaders. 

Chris  Dickson,  in  seventh 
position  248  miles  behind  EF 
Language,  said  Toshiba  had 
suffered  most,  having  spent  a 
week  putting  America’s  Chal- 
lenge behind  them.  “We  are 
the  only  ones  in  our  part  of 
the  world  to  have  been 
nailed,”  he  said.  “A  whole 
week's  hard  work  has  gone 
out  the  window.” 
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SporfeGuardian 

Roddlefinds' 

a fitting  suit 
to  win  hearts 
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The  hills  are  alive  to  the  sound  of  turbos . . . the  Lake  District's  autumn  calm  gave  way  yesterday  to  the  first  competitors  wanning  up  for  Windermere  Record  Week  b=bcwh!TBCad 

Belgium  block  McCarthy’s  way 


David  Lacey  fears  that  Keane’s  absence 
may  stop  Irish  reaching  World  Cup  finals 


ELGIUM  stand  be- 
tween the  Republic 


iat  Keane’s  absence  <£“; 

in  \A/nrlH  P.i  in  finale  but  Lorenzo  Staelens  and  Now  McCarthy’s  players 

ty  vvunu  \juy  nikuc  ^ ciaessens  are  strong  must  take  heart  from  the  way 

tacklers  and  the  revived  in-  one  of  Keane’s  Old  Trafford 
of  their  own  against  Russia,  a temational  career  of  the  36-  colleagues,  Ryan  Giggs,  led 
two-leg  encounter  with  the  ex-  year-old  Franky  van  der  Elst  the  Wales  recovery  in  Brus- 


mine  7 McCarthy  said  yester- 
day. “With  his  assistance  and 
the  help  of  videos  we  should 


THE  theories  to  explain 
England’s  triumph  and 
Italy’s  failure  In  Rome 
have  been  flying 
around  as  wildly  as  a local 
policeman's  baton.  Cesare 
Maldini  took  the  Norman  Teb- 
b it  line:  it  was  the  foreigners’ 
feult.  There  were  too  many  of 
them  ip.  Italy,  he  reckoned. 
undermining  the  indigenous 
football  culture. 

Graeme  Le  Same  agreed  the 
Infiltration  of  immigrants  had 
enmptbing  to  do  with  it.  But  he 
believed  they  were  a positive 
force,  bringing  to  English 
football  good  habits,  while  at 
the  same  time  showing  the  na- 
tives they  had  nothing  to  fear. 
Paul  Ince,  stratospheric  on 
cord  Week  svcwHrmcAO  adrenalin  .said  it  was  all  down 

to  his  wife  and  children;  Paolo 
Maldini  claimed  Italy  had 
foundered  on  a rock  called 
Tony  Adams;  and  the  Sun, 

never  modest  about  its  own 
involvement  in  times  of 
national  drama,  claimed  suc- 
wm  Wm  cess  was  due  entirely  to  its 

sponsorship  of  the  Sheffield 
Wednesday  brass  band,  who 

golden  goal  or,  failing  that,  a compounded  the  pain  of  trun- 


penalty  shoot-out 


cbeon^d  heads  by  inflicting 


Italy  would  have  settled  for  I their  tune-free  repertoire  on 


of  Ireland  and  a third  perienced  Belgians  must  has  restored  some  important  sels  on  Saturday  when  Bobby  [ advantage  of  the  Fife  five-day 


■^Wsuccessive  World 
Cup  appearance.  Now  more 
than  ever,  Mick  McCarthy's 


surely  test  the  resources  of  Mc- 
Carthy’s squad.  Belgium  fin- 


wrinkles  to  the  midfield. 


Gould's  side  lost  only  3-2  after  I rule  to  give  his  squad  ample 


be  able  to  know  everything  almost  any  opposition  other  fens  throughout  the  game, 
about  the  Belgians  before  the  than  Russia,  narrowly  forced  Typically,  the  most  signlfi- 
first  game.”  into  second  place  in  Group  cant  participant  in  England's 

McCarthy  intends  taking  Five  by  Bulgaria  despite  de-  triumph  was  more  circum- 
ad vantage  of  the  Fife  five-day  f eating  them  4-2  in  Moscow  at  spect.  Glenn  Hoddle  quietly 
rule  to  give  his  squad  ample  the  weekend.  The  Italians  reminded  everybody  that 


Keane,  out  for  the  season  languishing  3-0  down  at  half-  time  to  prepare  for  the  open-  beat  Russia  2-1  at  Anfleld  In  there  was  still  work  to  be 


isbed  second  in  their  qualify-  j with  cruciate  ligament  dam- 1 time.  Certainly  the  Republic’s 


team  will  be  ruing  the  loss  of  ing  group  only  because  they  age,  would  have  been  invalu-  manager  intends  to  pick 
Roy  Keane.  lost  twice  to  Holland;  they  won  able  against  this  type  of  oppo-  Gould's  brain  before  Belgium 

Though  yesterday's  draw  for  an  six  matches  against  Tur-  sit  ion.  The  Manchester  come  to  Lansdowne  Road  for 


the  European  play-affe  spared 
the  Irish  a confrontation  with 


Lgament  dam-  time.  Certainly  the  Republic’s  ing  march  That  could  lead  to 
! been  invalu-  manager  intends  to  pick  some  Premiership  and  First 
1 type  of  oppo-  Gould’s  brain  before  Belgium  Division  matches  being  post- 
Manchester  crane  to  Lansdowne  Road  for  poned  on  Saturday  week  as 


their  opening  game  of  the 
1996  European  Champion- 
ship, but  Saturday's  failure 


done:  this  was  only  the  start 
It  seemed  incredible,  watch- 
ing on  Saturday,  that  Rotter- 


not  only  to  beat  England  bin  I dam  was  only  four  years  ago. 


key,  Wales  and  San  Marino.  United  captain's  power  and  the  opening  leg  of  the  play-off  players  are  called  up.  No  Pre-  to  match  Glenn  Hoddle's  team  Here  was  an  England  team 


Belgium  strike  a fine  bal-  ( aggression  would  have  chal-  a fortnight  tomorrow. 


miership  fixtures  have  been  I for  passing  and  movement  | confident,  tactically  mature. 


Italy,  who  will  have  problems  | ancp  between  skill  and  mus- 1 lenged  in  the  central  areas  I "Bobby  is  an  old  mate  of  scheduled  for  the  Saturday  of  has  left  a psychological  scar.  overcoming  the  best.  Back 
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m^our 


the  return  leg,  November  15. 
“We  need  the  fuff  five  days' 
preparation,’’  McCarthy  said. 

Tm  quite  pleased  with  the 
draw.  We  didn't  want  to  go  to 
Russia  or  the  Ukraine,  play- 
ing on  difficult  surfaces  with 
the  temperature  below  freez- 


Unless  Cesare  Maldini  can  then  there  was  an  England 
discover  a winning  formula  team  containing  several  of  the 
and  his  attack  a scoring  same  feces  but  all  nervy  and 
touch,  the  three-times  World  confused,  conspiring  to  come 
Cup  winners  will  be  In  grave  third  in  a two-horse  race. 


Russia  or  the  Ukraine,  play-  danger  of  not  qualifying.  Here  was  a manager  effl- 

ing  on  difficult  surfaces  with  The  draw  has  been  neatly  ciently  dispensing  orders 
the  temperature  below  freez-  diplomatic  in  keeping  apart  from  the  dug-out  to  a team 
ing,  and  with  the  support  Russia  and  Ukraine  and  Cro-  who  clearly  maintain  total 
we’ll  get  in  Brussels  it  will  atia  and  Yugoslavia.  The  respect  for  his  judgment  Back 
feel  like  another  home  game."  play-off  between  Croatia  and  then  there  was  a manager  pac-' 
The  Irish  have  never  beaten  Ukraine  could  be  the  tightest  lngthetouchlineinatrack 
Belgium  in  the  major  touma-  of  the  four,  but  Yugoslavia  coat  which  was  a sartorial 


feel  like  another  home  game."  play-off  between  Croatia  and 
The  Irish  have  never  beaten  Ukraine  could  be  the  tightest 
Belgium  in  the  major  touma-  of  the  four,  but  Yugoslavia 
meats,  although  three  erf  their  should  eliminate  Hungary. 

four  competitive  encounters  _ _ _ 

have  ended  in  draws,  the  last 
a scoreless  European  Champi- 
onship qualifier  in  Dublin  in 
1987  when  McCarthy  was  a Republic  of  Ireland  v Belgium 
player.  Before  that  the  teams  Croatia  v Ukraine 
had  drawn  2-2  in  Brussels.  If  Hungary  v Yugoslavia 
the  aggregate  scores  are  level  Russia  v Italy 
this  time,  the  play-off  will  be  Matches  to  be  played  October 
settled  by  a sudden-death  29  and  November  15 


The  draw 


metaphor  for  his  own  ade- 
quacy for  the  task  in  hand:  it 
was  fer  too  smalL  Every  insti- 
tution takes  its  lead  from  the 
head  and  England  fans  can 
only  be  thankful  that  these 
days  Graham  Taylor  is  at  Wat- 
ford while  the  team  are  in  the 
hands  of  a man  whose  suit  fits. 

When  Taylor  reached  his 
nadir  it  was  widely  thought 


■flu,  pngiMnd  manager’s  was 
an  impossible  job.  And,  de- 
spite Terry  Venahles  s brief 
and  successful  tenure,  when 
Hoddle  accepted  the  position 
many  observers  felt  he  was 
mad:  that  he  would  be 
destroyed  by  it  within  a year. 
Yet  on  Saturday,  as  he  danced 
across  the  pitch  in  a bear-bug 
with  Garza,  you  couldn’thelp 
♦hairing  that  Hoddle’s  looked 

just  about  the  best  job  in  the 

world.  . . _ 

That  is  largely  due  to  the 
way  he  sets  about  doing  it.  In  a 
sense  he  isfortunate:  he  has 
been  able  to  learn  from  his 
predecessors’  mistakes.  Take 
bis  relationship  with  the 
media.  Taylor  thought  the 

best  way  to  handle  things  was 
to  give  total  access,  which 
merely  exposed  him  to  a 
harsher  glare  than  his  talents 
could  withstand.  Venables  de- 
cided to  be  partial,  making 
friends  with  many  in  the  press 
corps.  Those  he  snubbed 
turned  bitter  and  were  more 
tha  n willing  to  dig  around  his  . 
off-field  activities  for  signs  of 
uraaknpv 

Hoddle  doesn't  give  any- 
thing of  himself  to  anyone. 
Fulfilling  the  minimum 
requirements  no  more  than 
politely,  he  makes  it  clear  he 
doesn't  regard  media  relations 
as  the  most  vital  part  of  his 
job.  Which  makes  you  think 
he  has  bis  priorities  right. 

Hoddle's  main  achieve- 
ment, though,  has  been  with 
the  players.  Unlike  Alf  Ram- 
sey, Bobby  Robson  or  Vena- 
bles he  does  not  set  himself  up 
as  a father-figure,  with  all  the 
authority  baggage  that  en- 
tails. Almost  of  the  same  gen- 
eration as  his  players,  he  is 
more  like  the  senior  partner 
in  a professional  firm,  on 
hand  to  guide  and  advise  col- 
leagues. The  squad  admire 
him  as  much  for  what  he  is 
still  capable  of  doing  on  the 
training  ground  as  for  his  abil- 
ity to  pick  the  right  team. 


BUT  if  it  was  Hoddle’s 
management  wot  won 
it  on  Saturday,  the 
irony  is  that  10  years 
ago.  five  even,  he  wouldn’t 
have  been  offered  the  job.  For 
half  a century  talents  like  his 
were  wasted  because  the  bla- 
zerafi  at  Lancaster  Gate  be- 
lieved that  top  players  had  less 
to  offer  international  football 
than  the  chairman  of  the 

Staffordshire  FA.  Besides,  be 
doesn’t  have  an  FA  coaching 
badge.  By  appointing  Hoddle. 
football's  governing  body  at 
last  decided  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Germans  or  the 
Dutch  by  getting  in  a man  who 
knows.  He  is  our  Becken- 
bauer, our  Cruyff. 

Tony  Blair  would  have 
loved  it:  what  we  saw  on  Sat- 
urday was  the  result  erf  noth- 
ing less  than  the  modernisa- 
tion of  the  English 
international  set-up. 
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Soon,  a number  of  dubs  wffl  be 
able  ns  have  rheJr  own  cable  TV. 
channel.  Cable  -aBows  us  to  cater 
for  all  sorts  of  tastes. 

This  is  just  one  of  toe.  hundreds  of 
possibilities  ow  communications 
technology  opens  up.  • 

There  are  so  many  others,  that 
we’re  asking  over  a notion  of 
our  current  customers  to  joht-ln 
a survey  which  vyiR  shape  the 
products  we  offer.  If  you’re  not  a 
customer,  but  would  Wee  a copy, 
FreeCaH  0800  068  8060. 

Or  vise  htrp:/  / www.cwcomxo.uk 


CABLE  & WIRELESS 

What  can  we  do  for  you? 


O 

The  ties  and 
the  sauces 
meanwhile  — 
as  well  as  the 
tie-pins, 
credit  cards, 
decorative 
plates  and 
champagne 
bottles  — 
have  about 
the  same 
relationship 
to  good  taste 
as  do  plastic 
models  of  the 
Eiffel  Tower. 
The  battle  over 
Sinatra’s  millions 
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Guardian  Crossword  No  21,094 

Set  by  Enigmatist 


Across 

1 Neurosis  brought  on  t»y  a 

mineral,  unknown  (double 
dose)  (7) 

5 See  10 

9 Author  of  French  parents^ 
10,3  23  24'slhrid  hangers-on 
(3,6,2 ,5) 

11  Confine  old  stone  relic  In 
pieces  (10) 

12  See  17 

14  Property  man  set  out  to  get 

time  on  campsite?  (6,5) 

18  PC  stockist  (1 1) 

21  Food  cooked  by  14  before 
drink  with  fellow  (4) 

22  Caesar's  ten  ways  to  make 
soap  (10) 

25  Negotiating  aged  family 
messenger,  aged  solvers 
duck  (6-3) 


26  French  commune  doesn't 
hold  fort  In  American  game 
(5) 

27  Fence  where  one’s  sat 
eating  food  (7) 

28  Two  presents  well  out  of 
contention  (7) 

Down 

1 See  2 

2,1  23  24 's  murine, 
masculine  (2,4,3,3) 

3 23  24's  PM*b  1 5?  No.  the 
reverse  (4.2.4) 

4 Author  positively  describing 
a shirt  (5) 

5 One  fight  neariy  finished, 

another  aver,  about  food 
items  (9) 

6 Animal's  sex  option  (4) 

7 A European  heading  North 
guided  In  dismay  (8) 


E B n Q Q Q a 
□□□□□□□□  □□□□□□ 
lj  □ □ □ □ □ m 

□□□□  noQijOQaDaa 

,-Q  a □ □ □ 
□Qtannn  QQaanoDQ 
□ □ □ □ a 

□□OQDQtD  □□□□□□□ 
nj  a □ 

□nsQHncjQ  □□□□□□ 
Q Q □ □ □ □ 

HQDDQHanaa  □□□□ 
Bonn 

□□□□□a  □□□□□□□□ 

□ n □ □ □ r 
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8 b®  sure  whether  to  nest  In 

nigh  temperature  collecting 
energy  (8) 

13  23  24's  Queen  tracks  bird 
about  (7,3) 

15  Team  may  be  hotter,  in  this 
( 3.6 ) 

16  Time  to  ring  agents  over 
service  (8) 

1 7,12  23  24’s  a bit  unwell  first, 
then  dead  after  time  (8,4) 

19  Two  cards  pruned  rose  (6) 

20  Ascetic  being  caught  out  (6) 

23  A German  scientist  lost 
some  beer  (5) 

24  Summon  one  who 

Ki,SS4whaueque"ed 

Solution  tomorrow 
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